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�  June 16 - 17, 1974, President Richard Nixon   
 

�  June 30, 1978, Vice President Walter Mondale  
 
�  March 10 - 13, 1979, President Jimmy Carter  

 
�  July 27 - 30, 1986, Vice President George Bush   

 
�  Oct. 27 - 28, 1994, President Bill Clinton (Israel-Jordan Peace Ceremony) 

 
�  March 23 - 24, 1995, Vice President Al Gore   

 
�  Nov. 6, 1995, President Bill Clinton (Rabin Funeral) 

 
�  Jan. 15 - 16, 1995, Vice President Gore  

 
�  March 13 - 14, 1996, President Bill Clinton 

 
�  April 30 - May 1, 1998, Vice President Gore  

 
�  Dec. 12 - 15, 1998, President Bill Clinton  

�
 
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

���������������������������������������� �������������������
1“The President’s Trip to The Middle East - Presidents and Vice Presidents 
Visits to Israel,” from the Web site of the Embassy of the United States, Tel Aviv, retrieved on Jan. 2, 2008, 
http://telaviv.usembassy.gov/publish/president/past.html  
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�  May 14, 1948 - The U.S. Recognizes the State of Israel 
�  Dec. 5, 1947 - U.S. Arms Embargo 
�  May 1950 - Tripartite Agreement between U.S., Britain and France on arms-exports to the Mideast 
�  Sept. 1955 - Czechoslovakia - Egypt Arms Deal 
�  Oct. to Nov. 1956 - Suez Crisis,  
�  1962 - U.S. sale of HAWK missiles to Israel 
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�  June 1970 - Rogers Plan for Resolving the War of Attrition  
�  Oct. 1973 - Yom Kippur War and Operation Nickel Grass 
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�  May 14, 1948 – The U.S. Recognizes the State of Israel 
 

On May 14, 1948, the U.S., under President Truman, became the first country to extend de facto 
recognition to the State of Israel.2 

 
�  Dec. 5, 1947 – U.S. Arms Embargo 
 

The U.S. imposed an arms embargo on all warring parties during the Israeli War of Independence. 
The embargo lasted until Jan. 1949, by which time most of the fighting had been concluded.3  

 
�  May 1950 – Tripartite Agreement of 1950 
 

The Tripartite Agreement of May 1950 between the U.S., France and Britain established an arms 
embargo on Israel and the Arab states involved in the conflict. However, it did not prevent the Arab 
states from obtaining arms, due to their relationships with arms-supplying states such as the Soviet 
Union, exemplified by the Czech Arms Deal of 1955 between Egypt and Czechoslovakia.4  

 
�  September 1950 – Czechoslovakia - Egypt Arms Deal 
 

Egypt and Czechoslovakia concluded an arms deal in 1955 in which the Soviet Union, via 
Czechoslovakia, sold Egypt 200 aircraft including fighters, bombers and transport aircraft. The sale 
also provided Egypt with 230 tanks, 200 armored personnel carriers, 100 self-propelled guns, 500 
artillery pieces as well as destroyers, torpedo-boats and submarines.5 

 
�  Oct. – Nov. 1956 - Suez Crisis  
 

Starting in 1949, Egypt trained and equipped Palestinian fedayeen or guerrillas who conducted raids 
into Israel, killing 400 Israelis and wounding another 900 between 1949 and 1956. In light of this 
ongoing paramilitary campaign, which contravened the 1949 armistice agreements, Israel accepted a 
proposal by Britain and France to invade the Sinai Peninsula.6 The U.S. was opposed to the operation 
and the Eisenhower administration put intense pressure on Israel and Britain to withdraw from Egypt. 
Washington initiated a resolution in the U.N. General Assembly calling for the immediate withdrawal 

���������������������������������������� �������������������
2 Lieber, Robert J., “U.S.-Israeli Relations Since 1948,” in Middle East Review of International Affairs, Vol. 2, No. 3, Sept. 
1998, http://meria.idc.ac.il/journal/1998/issue3/jv2n3a2.html  
3 Lieber, Robert J., “U.S.-Israeli Relations Since 1948,” in Middle East Review of International Affairs, Vol. 2, No. 3, Sept. 
1998, http://meria.idc.ac.il/journal/1998/issue3/jv2n3a2.html and  “The 1948 War,” Mitchell Bard, from the Web site of The 
Jewish Virtual Library, retrieved on December 27, 2007, http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/1948_War.html  
4 “Tripartite Declaration Regarding Security in the Near East- 25 May, 1950” from the Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Web site, retrieved on Dec. 27 2007, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Foreign+Relations/Israels+Foreign+Relations+since+1947/1947-
1974/Tripartite+Declaration+Regarding+Security+in+the+N.htm and “What was the Tripartite Agreement on weapons of 
1949?,” from the Web site of Palestine Facts, retrieved on Dec. 27, 2007, 
http://www.palestinefacts.org/pf_1948to1967_tripartite_1949.php and Lieber, Robert J., “U.S.-Israeli Relations Since 1948,” 
in Middle East Review of International Affairs, Vol. 2, No. 3, Sept. 1998, 
http://meria.idc.ac.il/journal/1998/issue3/jv2n3a2.html and Shlomo, S., “The 1948 American Embargo on Arms to Palestine,” 
Political Science Quarterly, Fall 1979, p. 500 
5 Herzog, Chayim, The Arab-Israeli Wars, Steimatzky’s Agency Limited, 1985, p.112 
6 Sachar, Howard, “History of Israel,” p. 450, sourced from “Fedayeen Raids 1951 -1956” at the Jewish Agency Web site, 
http://www.jafi.org.il/education/100/maps/fed.html  
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of the British, French and Israeli forces. The resolution was passed and British, French and Israeli 
forces withdrew.7 

 
�  1962 – U.S. Sale of HAWK Missiles to Israel 
 

The Kennedy administration sold Israel HAWK anti-aircraft missiles in 1962, the first major arms 
deal between the two countries. This contract was the first step in what would become a close 
military relationship between the two countries and paved the way for the U.S. to become Israel’s 
primary arms supplier after France imposed an embargo on weapons sales to Israel following the Six-
Day War in 1967.8 

 
�  June 1967 – The U.S. and the Six-Day War 
 

In the weeks preceding the Six-Day War of June 1967, U.S. President Lyndon Johnson made a series 
of efforts to ease the tensions between Israel, and Egypt and Syria. In particular, Johnson sought to 
re-open the Straits of Tiran which Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser had closed to Israeli 
shipping; an act which Israel had stated would precipitate a war. Johnson sought to implement an idea 
put forth by British Prime Minister Harold Wilson to send an international naval force to the straits 
and ensure the free passage of Israeli ships. He also stated in a meeting on May 27, 1967 with Israeli 
Foreign Minister Abba Eban that the international convoy was the only way to open the straits and 
that, “Israel will not be alone unless it decides to go it alone.” However, the plan failed to gain 
international support and Israel, after waiting for more than a week before finding out that the flotilla 
would not be forthcoming, made preparations for a pre-emptive strike that began on June 6, 1967.9 

 
�  1968 – U.S. Sale of Phantom F-4 Phantom Fighter Jets to Israel 
 

In 1968, U.S. President Lyndon Johnson approved the sale of 50 F-4 Phantom fighter jets to Israel. 
The Phantom was one of the most advanced fighter jets in the world and selling them to Israel was 
extremely sensitive. The sale marked the first time that the U.S. sold advanced weaponry to Israel 
that was superior to weaponry held by the Arab states.10 

 
�  June 1970 – Rogers Plan 
 

Following Egypt’s defeat in the Six-Day War of 1967, Egyptian President Gamal Abdel Nasser 
initiated a low-intensity conflict with Israel, known as the War of Attrition, to try and recapture 
Egypt’s lost territory. The Rogers Plan was a proposal by U.S. Secretary of State William P. Rogers 
to end these hostilities. The plan, formally announced in June 1970, called for a 90-day cease-fire and 
a framework for ending the conflict between the countries. The Israeli government rejected the plan, 

���������������������������������������� �������������������
7 Herzog, Chayim, “The Arab-Israeli Wars,” Steimatzky’s Agency Limited, 1985, p.140 
8 “Foreign Relations of the United States 1961-1963, Volume XVII Near East, 1961-1962,” U.S. Department of State 
95/01/17 Foreign Relations, Vol XVII, 1961-63, Near East, Office Of The Historian, from the Web site of the Electronic 
Research Collection, retrieved on Dec. 27, http://dosfan.lib.uic.edu/ERC/frus/summaries/950117_FRUS_XVII_1961-63.html  
9 Oren, Michael B., “Did Israel Want the Six Day War?” Azure, 1999, No. 7, 
http://azure.org.il/magazine/magazine.asp?id=137  
10 Bard, Mitchell G., “The 1968 Sale of Phantom Jets to Israel,” from the Web site of The Jewish Virtual Library, retrieved 
on Dec. 27, http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/US-Israel/phantom.html  



� � � � � � ������������� �

� � �

however, because it disregarded the need to determine secure and agreed borders through the signing 
of peace treaties by direct negotiations.11  

 
�  Oct. 1973 – Yom Kippur War  
 

On Oct. 6, 1973, Egyptian and Syrian forces attacked Israeli positions in the Sinai and Golan Heights 
initiating a three-week war. After early advances, the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) defeated the 
Egyptian and Syrian armies, crossed the Suez Canal and encircled the Egyptian Third Army. 
However, in order to gain influence with Egypt and to detach that country from the Soviet sphere 
after the war, U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger warned Israel against attacking the stranded 
troops. Kissinger told the Israeli Ambassador to Washington that it was “an option that does not 
exist.” Israel fatalities for the war numbered approximately 2,700 while Syrian and Egyptian 
casualties climbed as high as 18,500. 
 

After the war, the U.S. pressured Israel to make territorial concessions in the cease-fire agreements 
and withdraw from the west side of the Suez Canal, although the Egyptians were allowed to maintain 
their positions east of the Canal which they had taken during the war.12 
 

Operation Nickel Grass - During the Yom Kippur War, the U.S. initiated a massive re-supply 
operation to Israel of essential war materiel which was lost during the early stages of the war. Named 
Operation Nickel Grass, the U.S. supplied Israel with 22,395 tons of cargo, including M-60 tanks, 
155mm howitzers and CH-53 helicopters. The U.S. also sold 36 F-4 Phantom fighter jets to Israel 
during the war. Operation Nickel Grass is sometimes referred to as the “the airlift that saved Israel.” 13  
 

After the war, Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir said, “For generations to come, all will be told of 
the miracle of the immense planes from the United States bringing in the material that meant life for 
our people.”14 

 
 
�  Nov. 19, 1977 – Sadat’s Visit to Israel 
 

Egyptian President Anwar Sadat gave a speech to the Egyptian Parliament stating his willingness to 
go to Israel and discuss peace in the Knesset. Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin then invited 
Sadat to visit Israel, making Sadat the first Arab leader to travel to the Jewish state and discuss a 
peace agreement.15 
 
 

 
���������������������������������������� �������������������
11 “Israel Rejects the Rogers Plan - Cabinet Statement - 22 December 1969,” from the Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs Web 
site, retrieved on Dec. 27, http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Foreign+Relations/Israels+Foreign+Relations+since+1947/1947-
1974/10+Israel+Rejects+the+Rogers+Plan-+Cabinet+Stateme.htm  
12 “What agreements were negotiated to end the Yom Kippur War?” from the Web site of Palestine Facts, retrieved on Dec. 
27,http://www.palestinefacts.org/pf_1967to1991_ykwar_agreements.php  
13 “Nickel Grass,” Journal of the Air Force Association, Vol. 81, No. 12, Dec, 1998, 
http://www.afa.org/magazine/dec1998/1298nickel_print.html  
14 “Nickel Grass,” Journal of the Air Force Association, Vol. 81, No. 12, Dec, 1998, 
http://www.afa.org/magazine/dec1998/1298nickel_print.html  
15 “1977: Egyptian leader's Israel trip makes history,” BBC, retrieved on Dec. 27, 2007, 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/november/19/newsid_2520000/2520467.stm 
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�  Sept. 17, 1978 – The Camp David Accords 
 

Prompted by U.S. President Jimmy Carter, Sadat and Begin convened at Camp David, Md. After 12 
days of closed negotiations between the Israelis and Egyptians, the two delegations signed the Camp 
David Accords. The Accords are comprised of two sections: the first created a framework for 
autonomous rule by the Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip; the second dealt with the 
future of peace between Israel and Egypt, calling for a peace treaty to be agreed upon within three 
months that was to include a full Israeli withdrawal from the Sinai.16 

 
�  March 26, 1979 – Israel-Egypt Peace Treaty 
 

Following from the David Accords, Israel and Egypt signed a peace treaty calling for both nations to 
demilitarize the Sinai Peninsula; for Israel to withdraw to its pre-1967 borders, giving up military 
bases, settlements, roads and the Sinai oil fields; and for Egypt to normalize relations with Israel.17 

 
�  Sept. 1, 1982 – The Reagan Plan 
 

Following the First Lebanon War which began in June 1982, U.S. President Ronald Reagan believed 
that the Arab-Israeli conflict had to be solved soon. To advance this goal, Reagan gave a speech on 
Sept. 1, 1982 outlining his proposed solution for the conflict. He said his plan was the next step in the 
process begun at Camp David, to pave the way for autonomy for the Palestinian people. His speech 
mentioned “the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people and their just requirements.” He proposed 
a five-year transition period for transfer of authority in the West Bank and Gaza from Israel to the 
Palestinians and a freeze on new Israeli settlements during that time. Self-government by the 
Palestinians of the West Bank and Gaza was to be in association with Jordan and not a separate state. 
Jerusalem would remain undivided, its final status to be decided through negotiations. Israeli Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin rejected this plan as did the Palestine Liberation Organization and 
Jordan.18 

 
�  Aug. 1990 - Feb. 1991 – First Gulf War 
 

Following Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait in August 1990, a U.S. led coalition conducted Operation Desert 
Storm to liberate Kuwait from the Iraqi occupation. During the operation, which began on Jan. 17, 
1991, Iraq fired 39 ballistic missiles at Israel. The U.S. appealed to Israel not to react to the missile 
barrage in order to preserve the coalition unity which included Arab states. The U.S. army therefore 
deployed Patriot Missile Batteries in Israel to try and shoot down the incoming missiles, although 
they were largely ineffective. 

 
�  Oct. 30 - Nov. 1, 1991 –- Madrid Peace Conference 
 

The U.S. and USSR co-hosted a conference in Spain to set the framework to negotiate peace between 
Israel and Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and the Palestinians. The conference marked the first time direct 

���������������������������������������� �������������������
16 “Camp David Accords,” Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, retrieved on Dec. 27, 2007, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20to%20the%20Peace%20Process/Camp%20David%20Accords 
17 “What was the Israel-Egypt Peace Agreement of 1979?” from the Web site of Palestine Facts, retrieved on Dec. 27, 
http://www.palestinefacts.org/pf_1967to1991_egypt_israel_peace.php, 
18 Rubin, Barry, “The United States And The Middle East, 1982-1983,” Middle East Contemporary Survey, 1982-83, Vol. 7, 
republished at the Middle East Review of International Affairs, http://meria.idc.ac.il/us-policy/data1982.html  
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and open peace talks were held between Israel and these four partners since 1949. The three-day 
conference set in motion bilateral talks between Israel and each of its neighbors, as well as 
multilateral talks, about issues such as trade, resource development and conflict-prevention. 
Ultimately, however, no agreements developed from the Madrid process.19 

 
�  Sept. 13, 1993 – The Oslo Accords 
 

After secret negotiations between the Israelis and Palestinians in Oslo following the Madrid Peace 
Conference, Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat signed the 
“Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-Government Arrangements,” better known as the Oslo 
Accords. The agreement called for the transfer of power in the West Bank and Gaza Strip to the 
Palestinians, beginning with an interim phase, leading to self-government and elections among the 
Palestinians. The agreement was to culminate in a final-status agreement in which a permanent 
Palestinian state would sign an end-of-conflict agreement with Israel. The negotiations phase of the 
Accords included Rabin and Arafat exchanging letters in which Arafat pledged that the PLO would 
recognize Israel and commit itself to peace, while Rabin stated that Israel recognized the PLO as a 
legitimate party in the negotiations for peace.20 

 
�  Sept. 28, 1995 – Oslo II 
 

The Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, known as “Oslo II” 
was a continuation of the peace process that was initiated by the Declaration of Principles. It was first 
signed on Sept. 24, 1995 in Taba, Egypt by Israel and the PLO. Four days later, on Sept. 28, Rabin 
and Arafat signed the agreement in Washington in front of U.S. President Bill Clinton and 
representatives of other foreign governments. The agreement recognized the establishment of a 
“Palestinian Interim Self-Government Authority” and scheduled the withdrawal of Israeli forces from 
the seven major Palestinian population centers in the West Bank: Nablus, Qalqilya, Tulkarem, 
Ramallah, Bethlehem, Jenin and Hebron.21 

 
�  Oct. 23, 1998 – Wye River Memorandum 
 

Clinton hosted Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu and Arafat to negotiate the details of 
implementation of “Oslo II.” The memorandum emphasized the need for the Palestinian side to 
uphold its security obligations. In return, for each phase the Palestinians would successfully 
complete, they were to receive a specified percentage of land (through measures such as Israeli troop 
deployments).22 

 
�  Sept. 4, 1999 – Sharm el-Sheikh Memorandum 
 

���������������������������������������� �������������������
19 “The Madrid Framework,” from the Web site of the Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Jan. 28, 1999, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20to%20the%20Peace%20Process/The%20Madrid%20Framework 
20 “What were the details of the Oslo Accords?” from the Web site of Palestine Facts, retrieved ion Dec. 27, 2007, 
http://www.palestinefacts.org/pf_1991to_now_oslo_accords.php,  
21 “What was the ‘Oslo II’ Interim Agreement in 1995?” from the Web site of Palestine Facts, retrieved on Dec. 27, 2007, 
http://www.palestinefacts.org/pf_1991to_now_oslo_accords_2.php, 
22 “The Wye River Memorandum,” Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Oct. 23, 1998, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20to%20the%20Peace%20Process/The%20Wye%20River%20Memo
randum 
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This memorandum addressed the delay in implementation of the Oslo Accords created by Palestinian 
non-compliance with security obligations and the subsequent Israeli refusal to redeploy troops in the 
face of a growing terror threat from the Area A territories in the West Bank (which were under full 
Palestinian administrative and security control). At this time, Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Ehud 
Barak met to reaffirm their commitment to the Oslo Peace Process and set a new deadline, Sept. 13, 
2000, for the completion of peace talks.23 

 
�  July 11 - 25, 2000 – Camp David Summit 
 

To adhere to the schedule set by the Sharm el-Sheikh Memorandum, Arafat and Barak met with 
Clinton at Camp David. In an effort to achieve peace once and for all, Barak offered a series of 
concessions including Israeli withdrawal from the entire Gaza Strip and 95 percent of the West Bank; 
the subsequent creation of an independent Palestinian state in the aforementioned areas; the 
dismantling of all Israeli settlements in those areas given to the Palestinians; land compensation 
outside of the West Bank for settlements to remain under Israeli sovereignty; and Palestinian rule 
over East Jerusalem and most of the Old City (excluding the Jewish Quarter) and “religious 
sovereignty” on the Temple Mount. In exchange, the agreement called for Arafat to declare an end to 
the conflict and a prohibition on future claims to Israeli land. Arafat rejected the proposal and made 
no counter-offer. The summit ended in failure, but a tri-lateral statement was issued delineating the 
principles of future talks.24 

 
�  Jan. 22 - 27, 2001 – Taba Summit 
 

In the midst of the Second Intifada, following Israeli and Palestinian negotiations in Washington and 
bridging proposals suggested by Clinton, the Israelis and Palestinians met in Taba, Egypt, for a final 
attempt to come to an agreement on a Palestinian state. Israel offered 94 percent of the West Bank in 
addition to Israeli land, culminating in an offer of 97 percent of the total land area requested by the 
Palestinians. The “right of return” for Palestinian refugees was also discussed. However, the 
conference again ended in deadlock, and an Israeli-Palestinian Joint Statement was issued asserting 
that the two parties had never before been so close to an agreement and expressed hope for the 
future.25 
 

�  June 24, 2002 – Bush's Vision for the Middle East 
 

In a speech in the White House Rose Garden, President George W. Bush outlined a new plan for 
peace between Israel and the Palestinians, with the possibility of a sovereign Palestinian state 
established in the near future. This policy called for new Palestinian leadership (specifically 
acknowledging the corruption and unwillingness to stop terrorism that characterized Arafat’s regime) 
and a reformulated, democratic government for the Palestinians. Bush also called upon the 
Palestinians, as well as other Arab states supporting or tolerating terrorism, to cease those activities. 
The plan focused mainly on the impediments to the peace process posed by the Palestinians since the 

���������������������������������������� �������������������
23 “What was the Sharm el-Sheikh Memorandum in 1999?” from the Web site of Palestine Facts, retrieved on Dec. 27, 2007, 
http://www.palestinefacts.org/pf_1991to_now_sharmelsheikh_agreement_1999.php,  
24 “What took place at Camp David in 2000?” from the Web site of Palestine Facts, retrieved on Dec. 27, 2007, 
http://www.palestinefacts.org/pf_1991to_now_campdavid_2000.php, 
25 “What happened at the Taba Conference in January 2001?” from the Web site of Palestine Facts, retrieved on Dec. 27, 
2007, http://www.palestinefacts.org/pf_1991to_now_alaqsa_taba.php,  
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Israelis had repeatedly offered and acted upon various concessions for peace, and on greater 
democratization throughout the Arab world.26 
 

�  April 30, 2003 – Road Map for Peace 
 

Based upon President Bush’s speech on June 24, 2002 and the principles of the Oslo Accords, the 
Road Map for Peace was supervised by the International Quartet: the United States, the European 
Union, the Russian Federation and the United Nations. It called for serious alterations in the 
Palestinian government and resulted in the appointment of Palestinian Authority Prime Minister 
Mahmoud Abbas. The Road Map, which charted progress toward a final-status agreement through a 
series of benchmarks related to security and political progress, is still the official blueprint for peace 
between Israel and the Palestinians, with the Quartet meeting intermittently to track the progress of 
the plan.27 

 
�  June 4, 2003 – Peace Summit at Aqaba 
 

Sharon and Abbas met in Jordan to reaffirm their commitment to the Road Map. Sharon promised a 
withdrawal of Israeli troops from Palestinian areas, and Abbas pledged an end to the Second Intifada 
and the Palestinian culture of hate against Israel. The prospects of the summit were shattered Aug. 
19, 2003, after Palestinian terrorists carried out a suicide bombing in Jerusalem. As a result, on Sept. 
1, 2003 the Israeli Cabinet decided to wage war against Hamas and other terrorist groups, and halted 
the diplomatic process with the Palestinian Authority until it proved it was taking concrete measures 
to stop terrorism.28 

 
�  April 14, 2004 – President Bush’s Letter to Prime Minister Sharon 
 

In response to Ariel Sharon’s “Disengagement Plan” to dismantle all Israeli settlements in the Gaza 
Strip and withdraw all Israeli forces from the territory, Bush sent a letter to Sharon stating his 
support for Sharon’s plan. While reiterating the U.S.’s commitment to the Road Map and to a two-
state solution, Bush also wrote in his letter that “ it is unrealistic to expect that the outcome of final 
status negotiations will be a full and complete return to the armistice lines of 1949” in light of 
existing major Israeli population centers in the West Bank. He also stated that any solution to the 
Palestinian refugee issue would have to be solved by settling the refugees in the new Palestinian 
state and not Israel. Although such terms were already implicit in previous negotiations, Bush’s 
explicit commitment to these Israeli positions was an important development.29 
 

�  Nov. 27, 2007 – Annapolis Conference 
 
���������������������������������������� �������������������
26 “What was the Middle East plan put forth by Pres. Bush in June 2002?” from the Web site of Palestine Facts, retrieved on 
Dec. 27, 2007, http://palestinefacts.org/pf_current_bushplan_2002.php,  
27 “What was the 2003 ‘Road Map’ for peace between Israel and the Palestinian Arabs?” from the Web site of Palestine 
Facts, retrieved on Dec. 27, 2007, http://palestinefacts.org/pf_current_roadmap.php 
28 “Israeli-Palestine Negotiations,” Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Sept. 7, 2003, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20to%20the%20Peace%20Process/Israel-
Palestinian%20Negotiations 
29 “Letter From President Bush to Prime Minister Sharon,” April 14, 2004, from the Web site of The White House, 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2004/04/20040414-3.html and Satloff, Robert, “The Bush-Sharon Correspondence 
(Part I): Analyzing the Text,” PeaceWatch No. 452, The Washington Institute for Near East Policy,  
April 15, 2004, http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/templateC05.php?CID=2143  
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Bush and U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice hosted a conference in Annapolis, Md. on Nov. 
27, 2007 aimed at restarting peace negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians. Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Olmert and Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas signed a joint statement 
which established a renewed track for peace negotiations and set a deadline for a final agreement by 
the end of 2008. 30 
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Definition : 

“Shuttle Diplomacy” is most often used when the two primary parties do not formally recognize each 
other but want to be involved in negotiations in order to disengage opposing armies as well as to 
promote a lasting truce between the belligerents.31 A third party serves as an intermediary or mediator 
between the two parties, “shuttling” back and forth, between the two feuding parties. 

Origin : 

The term became widespread following Kissinger’s term as the 56th U.S. Secretary of State (1973-
1977). Famously, Kissinger primarily used shuttle diplomacy to mediate conflicts in the Middle East 
throughout the 1970s, specifically those between Israel and Arab states following the 1973 Yom Kippur 
War. 

Secretary Henry Kissinger 
 
Kissinger used shuttle diplomacy to bring about a cease-fire after the 1973 Yom Kippur (Arab-Israeli) 
War to minimize the Soviet Union’s intermediary involvement in the negotiation process. Kissinger was 
instrumental in brokering an end to hostilities between Israel, Egypt and Syria, and then increased his 
effort to help mediate the long-standing Arab-Israeli conflict between 1973 and 1975.32  

Chronological episodes of Kissinger’s shuttle diplomacy efforts following the 1973 war include: 

�  After the Yom Kippur War, with no significant deals achieved at the U.N.’s Geneva Convention, 
Kissinger was sent by the United States on Dec. 21, 1973 to start shuttle diplomacy to try to 
achieve a ceasefire between Israel, Egypt and Syria. 

�  Following intense diplomatic activity by Kissinger, the First Disengagement Agreement between 
Egypt and Israel was signed on Jan. 18, 1974, which included Israel’s agreement to withdraw 
from the Suez Canal’s west bank to a line 9-12 miles (15-20 km) east of the Canal; Egypt 
committed to clear and reopen the Suez Canal and allow the passage of non-military cargoes for 
Israel. 

�  Kissinger initiated a second round of shuttle diplomacy on Aug. 21, 1975. 

�  On Sept. 1, 1975, the Second Disengagement Agreement between Egypt and Israel was signed, 
which included an agreement by the Israelis to withdraw from the Mitla and Gidi passes and 
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32 “People & Events: Henry A. Kissinger,” Public Broadcast Service, 
1999, http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/china/peopleevents/pande02.html 



� � � � � � ������������� �

� 
� �

return the Abu Rudeis oil fields. Both sides agreed not to use force to resolve the conflict and to 
reach a final peace settlement by means of negotiations set forth by U.N. Resolution 338.33  

After flying back and forth between Middle Eastern capitals, Kissinger created the “American Plan.” 
The central feature of the plan was to separate the negotiated cease-fire from additional long-term 
problems, in addition to minimizing Russia’s involvement in the process. Kissinger accomplished his 
goals by using modern communication technologies and air transportation, which permitted Kissinger to 
travel easily.34  

Secretary James Baker 

�  Following the Gulf War in early 1991, Secretary of State James Baker embarked on an intensive 
course of shuttle diplomacy in the Middle East. With the United States firmly established as the 
world’s sole superpower, Baker saw a new era of opportunity for a region exhausted by war.35  

�  In March 1991, Baker traveled to the Middle East on the first of what would later become a 
series of eight peace missions.36  

�  The Madrid Conference, Oct. 30 - Nov. 1, 1991, was a direct result of Baker’s shuttle diplomacy 
earlier in the year. The conference set up two separate tracks of negotiations: a bilateral track, 
between Israel and each of its immediate neighbors (Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and the 
Palestinians), and a multilateral track to resolve issues pertaining to the region as a whole.37  

�  Bilateral talks began two days after the conference on Nov. 3, while multilateral negotiations 
opened in January of the following year. 

�  The bilateral talks between Israel and Jordan led directly to the historic 1994 peace agreement 
between the two nations,38 as well as the Oslo Accords between Israel and the Palestinian 
Authority. 

Secretary Warren Christopher 

�  During President Clinton’s first term, Secretary of State Warren Christopher continued engaging 
heavily with the Middle East. 

�  Convinced that Syria would be willing to make peace with Israel, Christopher visited Damascus 
on 26 different occasions39 - but the late Syrian President Hafez Assad was unwilling to budge.40  
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34 Ibid. 
35 Bentsur, Eytan, “The way to peace emerged at Madrid,” Feb. 15, 2002, Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs, accessed July 
21, 2006, http://www.jcpa.org/jl/vp472.htm 
36 “Middle East Peace Chronology,” U.S. Department of State, accessed July 21, 
2006, http://usinfo.state.gov/mena/middle_east_north_africa/me_vision/me_vision_timeline.html#1989%20-%201991 
37 “The Madrid Framework,” Jan. 28, 1999, Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, accessed July 21, 2006, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20to%20the%20Peace%20Process 
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38 Ibid. 
39 Gearan, Anne, “Administration seeks lasting cease-fire,” Associated Press, July 20, 2006 
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�  Christopher traveled to Israel on more than 20 diplomatic missions, unprecedented for a U.S. 
secretary of state.41  

�  Christopher’s hands-on approach to the Middle East contributed to resolving a flare-up of 
hostilities between Hezbollah and Israel.42 On April 9, 1996, Hezbollah launched 14 Katyusha 
rockets from southern Lebanon into Israel, wounding four and forcing Israel to retaliate in order 
to stop Hezbollah’s barrage of rockets.43 The Israeli operation was codenamed “Operation 
Grapes of Wrath.” 

�  As the conflict continued and Hezbollah continued to fire rockets, Christopher shuttled back and 
forth between Israel and Syria for a week to achieve a written cease-fire on April 27, 1996.44  

Secretary Condoleezza Rice 
 

�  Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice played an active role in negotiating a cease-fire between 
Israel and Hezbollah during the 2006 Israel-Lebanon conflict. Rice visited Lebanon on July 23, 
2006 and met with Lebanese Prime Minister Fouad Siniora to discuss the situation and to show 
support for the Lebanese people.45 

 
�  Rice then flew to Israel and held talks with Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Foreign 

Minister Tzipi Livni. 
 

�  Rice returned to Israel on July 29 for discussions with Olmert about a cease-fire. Following 
further diplomatic activity by Rice,46 a cease-fire was secured on August 11, 2006 between Israel 
and Hezbollah.47 

 
�  Rice was also very active in promoting renewed dialogue between Israel and the Fatah-led 

Palestinian Authority under the leadership of Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas.  
 

�  Rice visited Israel and the Palestinian Authority on Oct. 14 and met with Olmert in Jerusalem48 
and Abbas in Ramallah.49 She discussed with the leaders preparations for the Annapolis 
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42 Wright, Robin, “Israeli strikes are part of a broader strategy,” July 16, 2006, The Washington Post, accessed July 21, 2006, 
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45 “Rice holds key talks in Lebanon,” BBC, July 24, 2006, http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/5209778.stm 
46 Erlanger, Steven and Cooper, Helene, “Rice Returns to Israel to Press for Cease-Fire,” The New York Times, July 30, 2006, 
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/07/30/world/middleeast/30mideast.html 
47 “United Nations Security Council Resolution 1701,” Aug  11, 2006, from the Web site of the Israel Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, 
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Conference, scheduled for late November 2007, the purpose of which was to restart peace 
negotiations between Israel and the Palestinians. Rice then traveled to Egypt to and met with 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and Foreign Minister Aboul Gheit where they discussed 
Egypt’s role and participation in the Annapolis Conference.50 Following these meetings Rice 
flew back to Israel for talks with Livni51 after which she flew to London to meet with Jordanian 
King Abdullah II with whom she also discussed the Annapolis conference and Jordan’s role.52 

 
�  Rice returned to the region on Nov. 4 to boost the negotiations ahead of the summit due to the 

failure of the Israeli and Palestinian negotiating teams to agree on a joint declaration and agenda 
for the Annapolis Conference. She attended a dinner with Olmert in Jerusalem hosted by the 
Saban Center for Middle East Policy53 and met with Livni.54 After that she went to Ramallah 
again for an additional meeting with Abbas.55 

 
�  The Annapolis Conference took place on Nov. 27, 2007. Olmert and Abbas signed a joint 

statement which established a renewed track for peace negotiations and set a deadline for a final 
agreement by the end of 2008.56 
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Nov. 19, 1977:  In response to an invitation by Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin, Egyptian 
President Anwar Sadat becomes the first Arab leader to travel to Israel and discuss the prospects of 
peace between the two nations.57 

Sept. 17, 1978: The Camp David Accords: After 12 days of closed negotiations between the Israelis and 
Egyptians at Camp David, the two delegations sign the Camp David Accords. This is made up of two 
sections: the first creates a framework for autonomous rule by the Palestinians in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip; the second deals with the future of peace between Israel and Egypt, calling for a peace treaty 
to be agreed upon within three months that will include a full Israeli withdrawal from the Sinai.58 

March 26, 1979: Israel-Egypt Peace Treaty: Israel and Egypt sign a treaty which calls for both nations 
to demilitarize the Sinai Peninsula; for Israel to withdraw to its pre-1967 borders, giving up military 
bases, settlements, roads and the Sinai oil fields; and for Egypt to 'normalize' relations with Israel. Other 
Arab countries attack the agreement, and Sadat is assassinated by Muslim extremists in 1981. 
Nevertheless, the treaty holds.59 

May 14, 1989: Israel's Peace Initiative: Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir and Defense Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin announce a plan for peace, based on the Camp David Accords, consisting of four basic 
parts: strengthening peace with Egypt as a regional cornerstone; promoting full peaceful relations with 
the Arab states; improving refugee conditions through international efforts; and establishing interim self-
rule for Palestinians, including Palestinian elections, during a five-year period leading to a “permanent 
solution.”60 

Oct. 30-Nov. 1, 1991: Madrid Peace Conference: The United States and USSR co-host a conference in 
Spain to set the framework to negotiate peace between Israel and Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and the 
Palestinians, the first time direct and open peace talks are held between Israel and these four countries 
since 1949. The three-day conference set in motion bilateral talks between Israel and each of its Arab 
neighbors, as well as multilateral talks about issues such as trade, resource development and conflict-
prevention. Ultimately, however, no agreements develop from the Madrid process.61 

Sept. 13, 1993: The Oslo Accords: After secret negotiations between the Israelis and Palestinians in 
Oslo following the Madrid Peace Conference, Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat shake hands and sign the “Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-Government 
Arrangements,” better known as the Oslo Accords. The agreement calls for the transfer of power in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip to the Palestinians, beginning with an interim phase, leading to self-
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government and elections among the Palestinians, and culminating with a final-status agreement in 
which a permanent Palestinian state will sign an end-of-conflict agreement with Israel. The negotiations 
phase of the Accords include Rabin and Arafat exchanging letters in which Arafat pledges that the PLO 
recognizes Israel and commits itself to peace, while Rabin states that Israel recognizes the PLO as a 
legitimate party in the negotiations for peace. The “land for peace” strategy is heavily employed in the 
accords, which are carried out through phased meetings.62 

Sept. 14, 1993: Israel-Jordan Common Agenda: After almost two years of Madrid Conference-inspired 
bilateral talks between Israel and Jordan, the two nations sign the Common Agenda which outlines the 
impending peace treaty between the two countries.63 

May 4, 1994: Gaza-Jericho Agreement: In what is also known as the Cairo Agreement, Israel and the 
Palestinians outline Israel's initial withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and Jericho, as well as the creation of 
the Palestinian Authority. Even as Israel removes all of its forces from these areas (and later from 
Palestinian cities in the West Bank), Arafat's Palestinian Authority government fails to meet the security 
conditions that require it to crack down on terror groups such as Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad.64 

July 25, 1994: The Washington Declaration: King Hussein of Jordan and Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin meet publicly in Washington, D.C. for the first time and take important steps toward 
implementing a peace treaty. The official state of war between the two countries is ended; each nation 
agrees to follow U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 to seek a total and lasting peace; and 
Israel acknowledges Jordan's special role in the oversight of Muslim holy places within Jerusalem. The 
two leaders also focus on future economic cooperation between Israel and Jordan.65 

Sept. 28, 1995: Oslo II: The Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza 
Strip, known as “Oslo II” or “Taba,” broadens and supersedes the 1994 Gaza-Jericho Agreement. This 
agreement deals with many aspects of the transition to Palestinian autonomy, including how Israel will 
leave Palestinian-populated areas in the West Bank and Gaza; the provision for Palestinians to elect the 
newly established Palestinian Council; and the division of the area into three sections based on which 
group retains responsibility for security divided into Areas A, B and C. Israel also releases Palestinian 
prisoners as a sign of goodwill.66 

Oct. 26, 1994: Israel-Jordan Peace Treaty: After a series of meetings, Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin and Jordanian Prime Minister Abdul-Salam Majali sign the Israel-Jordan Peace Treaty. The basic 
provisions of the treaty delineate the international border; prohibit hostilities between the two nations; 
agree upon water usage from shared bodies of water; allow for freedom of movement between the two 
countries as well as access to religious sites within Jerusalem; and formally normalize all relations 
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between Israel and Jordan. Diplomatic relations begin Nov. 27, 1994, and additional bilateral 
agreements are signed in the coming years in areas such as environment, trade and tourism.67 

Jan. 17, 1997: Protocol Concerning the Redeployment in Hebron: The redeployment of Israeli soldiers 
from Hebron, the last remaining Palestinian city under Israeli control, is orchestrated in the Hebron 
Agreement. The protocol is signed by Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. This 
marks the first time Israel's Likud party government has supported territorial withdrawal in the West 
Bank (also known as Judea and Samaria), until then widely considered a Labor party policy.68 

Oct. 23, 1998: Wye River Memorandum: U.S. President Bill Clinton hosts Netanyahu and Arafat to 
negotiate the details of implementation of Oslo II (1995). The memorandum emphasizes the need for the 
Palestinian side to uphold its security obligations. In return, for each phase the Palestinians successfully 
complete, they are to receive a specified percentage of land through measures such as Israeli troop 
deployments.69 

Sept. 4, 1999: Sharm el-Sheikh Memorandum: This memorandum addresses the delay in 
implementation of the Oslo Accords created by Palestinian non-compliance with security obligations 
and the subsequent Israeli refusal to redeploy troops in the face of a growing terror threat from Area A 
(which has been placed under full Palestinian administrative and security control). At this time, Arafat 
and Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak meet to reaffirm their commitment to the Oslo peace process and 
set a new deadline, Sept. 13, 2000, for the completion of peace talks.70 

July 11-25, 2000: Camp David Summit: To keep to the schedule set by the Sharm el-Sheikh 
Memorandum, Arafat and Barak meet with President Clinton at Camp David. In an effort to achieve 
peace once and for all, Barak offers a series of concessions including Israeli withdrawal from the entire 
Gaza Strip and 95 percent of the West Bank; the subsequent creation of an independent Palestinian state 
in the aforementioned areas; the dismantling of all Israeli settlements in those areas given to the 
Palestinians; land compensation outside of the West Bank for settlements to remain under Israeli 
sovereignty; and Palestinian rule over East Jerusalem and most of the Old City (excluding the Jewish 
Quarter) and 'religious sovereignty' on the Temple Mount. In exchange, the agreement calls for Arafat to 
declare an end to the conflict and a prohibition of future claims to Israeli land. Arafat rejects the 
proposal and makes no counter-offer. The summit ends in failure, but a tri-lateral Statement is issued 
delineating the principles of future talks.71 

Jan. 22-27, 2001: Taba Conference: In the midst of the Second Intifada, and as a follow-up to the Camp 
David Summit, the Israelis and Palestinians meet for a final attempt to come to an agreement on a 
Palestinian state. Israel offers 94 percent of the West Bank in addition to Israeli land, culminating in an 
���������������������������������������� �������������������
67  "Main Points of Israel-Jordan Peace Treaty," Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Oct. 26, 1994, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20to%20the%20Peace%20Process/Main%20Points%20of%20Israel-
Jordan%20Peace%20Treaty 
68  "What was the Hebron Protocol and Agreement in 1997?" Palestine Facts, 
http://www.palestinefacts.org/pf_1991to_now_hebron_agreement_1997.php, accessed July 17, 2007. 
69  "The Wye River Memorandum," Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Oct. 23, 1998, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20to%20the%20Peace%20Process/The%20Wye%20River%20Memo
randum 
70 "What was the Sharm el-Sheikh Memorandum in 1999?" Palestine Facts, 
http://www.palestinefacts.org/pf_1991to_now_sharmelsheikh_agreement_1999.php, accessed July 17, 2007. 
71  "What took place at Camp David in 2000?" Palestine Facts, 
http://www.palestinefacts.org/pf_1991to_now_campdavid_2000.php, accessed July 17, 2007. 



� � � � � � ������������� �

� �� �

offer of 97 percent of the total land area requested by the Palestinians. The 'right of return' is also 
considered. However, the conference ends again in a standstill, and an Israeli-Palestinian Joint Statement 
is issued asserting that the two parties have never before been so close to an agreement and expressing 
hope for the future.72 

March 28, 2002: The Arab Peace Initiative: Leaders of Arab nations come together at the Beirut 
Summit, where Saudi Arabia proposes a plan for peace between Israel and the Palestinians. This plan is 
known as the Saudi Initiative, or the Arab Peace Initiative. The plan calls for Israel to withdraw 
completely to pre-1967 borders; supports the 'right of return' for all Palestinian refugees and their 
descendants; and the creation of a Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as its capital. The Arab states in 
attendance pledge not to exercise military action to end the hostilities, and state that if Israel agrees to 
the aforementioned stipulations without modification, the Arab countries will in return consider the 
Arab-Israeli conflict to be over and normalize relations with Israel. Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres responds to the initiative on behalf of Israel, stating that Israel views the plan as encouraging, but 
that the agreement must be discussed directly with the Palestinians and that no accord can come to 
fruition unless terror activities are ceased, a condition not mentioned in the Arab Initiative.73 

June 24, 2002: Bush's Vision for the Middle East: In a Rose Garden Speech, President George W. Bush 
outlines a new plan for peace between Israel and the Palestinians, with the possibility of a sovereign 
Palestinian state to be established in the near future. This policy calls for new Palestinian leadership 
(specifically acknowledging the corruption and unwillingness to stop terrorism that characterized 
Arafat's regime) and a reformulated democratic government for the Palestinians. The president also calls 
upon the Palestinians, as well as other Arab states supporting or tolerating terrorism, to cease those 
activities. The plan focuses mainly on the impediments to the peace process posed by the Palestinians 
since the Israelis had repeatedly offered and acted upon various concessions for peace, and on greater 
democratization throughout the Arab world.74 

Apr. 30, 2003: Road Map for Peace: Based upon President Bush's June 24, 2002 speech and principles 
of the Oslo Accords, this plan is supervised by the Quartet: the United States, the European Union, the 
Russian Federation and the United Nations. It calls for serious alterations in the Palestinian government 
and results in the appointment of a new Palestinian Authority Prime Minister, Mahmoud Abbas. The 
Road Map, which charts progress toward a final-status agreement through a series of benchmarks 
relating to security and political progress, is still the official blueprint towards peace between Israel and 
the Palestinians, with the Quartet meeting intermittently to track the progress of the plan.75 
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ons%20of%20the%20arab 
74 "What was the Middle East plan put forth by Pres. Bush in June 2002?" Palestine Facts, 
http://palestinefacts.org/pf_current_bushplan_2002.php, accessed July 17, 2007. 
75 "What was the 2003 'Road Map' for peace between Israel and the Palestinian Arabs?" Palestine Facts, 
http://palestinefacts.org/pf_current_roadmap.php, accessed July 17, 2007. 
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June 4, 2003: Peace Summit at Aqaba: Sharon and Abbas meet in Jordan to reaffirm their commitment 
to the Road Map. Sharon promises the withdrawal of Israeli troops from Palestinian areas, and Abbas 
pledges an end to the Second Intifada and the Palestinian culture of hate against Israel. The prospects of 
the summit are shattered Aug. 19, 2003, after Palestinian terrorists carry out a suicide bombing in 
Jerusalem. As a result, on Sept. 1, 2003 the Israeli Cabinet decides to wage war against Hamas and other 
terrorist groups, and halts the diplomatic process with the Palestinian Authority until it proves it is 
taking concrete measures to stop terrorism.76 

Dec. 18, 2003: Fourth Herzliya Conference: At this conference, Prime Minister Sharon presents a plan 
for Israel's unilateral disengagement from the Gaza Strip and northern Samaria in exchange for peace. 
The Israeli Cabinet approves the plan on June 6, 2004 and the Knesset (Israeli Parliament) approves it 
on Oct. 25, 2004. The disengagement plan, a major sacrifice for peace, calls for evacuating almost 9,000 
Israeli residents living in Gaza and the West Bank. Israel also proposes the disengagement plan in the 
hope that it will stimulate progress in the peace process on the Palestinian side.77 

Feb. 8, 2005: Sharm el-Sheikh Summit I: Sharon meets with PA President Abbas, Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak and King Abdullah of Jordan to announce the implementation of Israel's disengagement 
from the Gaza Strip and parts of the West Bank. Abbas and Sharon agree upon a ceasefire. Sharon 
expresses his hope that the disengagement will foster a step forward in the Road Map for Peace.78 

Aug. 15-Aug. 23, 2005: Gaza and West Bank Disengagement: In an effort to relieve the security threats 
against Israelis living in Gaza and to try to put the Israeli-Palestinian peace talks back on track, Israel 
unilaterally pulls all of its citizens and military out of the Gaza Strip and the northern West Bank. This 
dramatic move costs Israel approximately $2 billion, and includes not only the evacuation of the roughly 
9,000 Israelis living in the affected areas but also exhuming and transferring all Jewish graves in Gaza to 
Israeli territory. On Sept. 12, 2005, the last Israel Defense Forces soldier departs the Gaza Strip, marking 
an historic step towards peace by Israel.79 

April 1, 2007: Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert's acceptance of the Arab Peace Initiative: In response 
to the March 28, 2007 Arab League Summit at Riyadh, Olmert welcomes the Arab Initiative, revised 
since its conception in 2002, and invites the Arab heads of state to a meeting in Israel to further discuss 
the initiative and collaborate on improving it.80 
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76 "Israeli-Palestine Negotiations," Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Sept. 7, 2003, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20to%20the%20Peace%20Process/Israel-
Palestinian%20Negotiations 
77  "Israel's Disengagement Plan: Renewing the Peace Process," Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, April 20, 2005, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace+Process/Guide+to+the+Peace+Process/Israels+Disengagement+Plan-
+Renewing+the+Peace+Process+Apr+2005.htm 
78 "Israel's Disengagement Plan: Renewing the Peace Process," Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, April 20,  2005, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace+Process/Guide+to+the+Peace+Process/Israels+Disengagement+Plan-
+Renewing+the+Peace+Process+Apr+2005.htm 
79  "Israeli-Palestine Negotiations," Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Sept. 7, 2003, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20to%20the%20Peace%20Process/Israel-
Palestinian%20Negotiations 
"Israel's Disengagement Plan: Renewing the Peace Process," Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, April 20, 2005, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace+Process/Guide+to+the+Peace+Process/Israels+Disengagement+Plan-
+Renewing+the+Peace+Process+Apr+2005.htm 
80 "Paying the Price for Peace," Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, July 28, 2005, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2005/Paying+the+Price+for+Peace+-+July+2005.htm. 
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June 25, 2007: Sharm el-Sheikh Summit II: Olmert meets in Sharm el-Sheikh with Abbas, Mubarak and 
Jordan's King Abdullah II. The leaders gather to discuss containment of Hamas in the Gaza Strip and to 
strengthen Abbas' Fatah party in the West Bank. As a goodwill gesture, Olmert announces the Israeli 
government's intention to release 250 Fatah prisoners who have 'no blood on their hands' and who 
pledge to renounce violence.81 

Nov. 27, 2007: Annapolis Summit: Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud Abbas sign a joint statement in Annapolis, Md. to lay the groundwork for peace 
talks. The joint document delineates broad principles of agreements and commitments to peace and 
stipulates that both sides will establish steering committees, led by the heads of their delegations to the 
Annapolis talks, that will meet continuously starting Dec. 12, 2007. Both sides agree to meet on a bi-
weekly basis and express hope to reach a final peace agreement by the end of 2008.82 
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81 "Israeli-Arab Negotiations: Background, Conflicts, and U.S. Policy," CRS Report for Congress, April 10, 2007, 
http://www.fas.org/sgp/crs/mideast/RL33530.pdf 
Knickmeyer, Ellen, “Olmert Makes ‘Gesture of Goodwill’,” The Washington Post, June 26, 2007, 
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/06/25/AR2007062500283.html 
82 "Bush: Israelis, Palestinians agree on framework for peace talks," CNN, Nov. 27, 2007, 
http://www.cnn.com/2007/WORLD/meast/11/27/mideast.summit/index.html; 
Ravid, Barak, Benn, Aluf and Uni Assaf, "Israel, PA agree to strive for accord by end of 2008," Haaretz, Nov. 27, 2007, 
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/928637.html 
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Israel  

�  On Dec. 3, 2007, Israel Prime Minister Ehud Olmert gave a speech at a Knesset (Israeli 
Parliament) session marking the 60th anniversary of the U.N. Resolution which partitioned 
Mandate Palestine. In his speech, Olmert said “…this is the choice today as well, the existence of 
two nation-states, Jewish and Palestinian. For there is no other way.” He added, “I am not 
indifferent to the misfortunes of the Palestinians, despite the fact that it is a result of the war they 
initiated and the many opportunities they missed.”83 

�  On Dec. 12, Olmert also spoke to his cabinet about the Annapolis conference. “There is no doubt 
that this was a positive meeting that will enable the negotiations process between us and the 
Palestinians to move forward,” Olmert said. “As was communicated in the joint statement that 
has been placed before the Government and which was agreed on by us and the Palestinian 
Authority and recognized by the US President, an effort will be made to hold accelerated 
negotiations in the hope that it will be possible to conclude them in 2008.”84  

�  Olmert also addressed his Kadima party in a separate meeting on Dec.3, saying, “I know that 
from the beginning, people tried to minimize and discount Annapolis, but the presence of 40 
states at the foreign minister level, along with all the leading Arab states, at an event with the 
declared goal of making peace with Israel - that is a big achievement…negotiations, under the 
management of Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni, will progress, with the serious intention of 
reaching an agreement that will permit the implementation of Kadima’s basic solution - two 
states for two peoples.”85 

�  On Dec.3 Israel Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni also addressed the Kadima party. “We wanted to 
achieve a peace agreement as soon as possible - this request was expressed at Annapolis,” Livni 
said. “We obtained a process totally based on bilateral negotiations between us and the 
Palestinians, and this is the track and the level upon which it will be conducted. We asked for the 
support of the Arab world in the peace process - for us this is crucial to achieving success. No 
Palestinian leader can carry this out without the unconditional support of the Arab world. It was 
important for us to receive the support of those Arab countries that came to Annapolis and 
expressed their support for the initiation of the process.”86 

Palestinian Authority  

�  An issue that arose before the Annapolis conference was Olmert’s insistence on Palestinian 
recognition of the Jewish character of the state of Israel. After his return from Annapolis, Abbas 
said at a press conference, “From a historical perspective, there are two states: Israel and 

���������������������������������������� �������������������
83 “PM’s Speech at the Knesset Session Marking the 60th Anniversary of the U.N. Resolution on Partition,” Web site of the 
Prime Minister’s Office, retrieved on Dec. 10, 2007, http://ncane.com/iuw 
84 “PM Olmert’s Remarks at the Start of the Cabinet Meeting,” Web site of the Prime Minister’s Office, retrieved on Dec. 10, 
2007, http://ncane.com/wbb 
85 Benn, Aluf and Mualem, Aluf,  “PM: High Arab turnout at Annapolis summit was a ‘big achievement’,” Haaretz, Dec.3, 
2007, http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/pages/ShArt.jhtml?itemNo=930673&contrassID=1&subContrassID=1 
86 “FM Livni addresses Kadima Knesset faction on Annapolis achievements,” from the Web site of the Israel Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, retrieved on Dec. 10, 2007, http://ncane.com/ei5t 
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Palestine. In Israel, there are Jews and others living there. This we are willing to recognize, 
nothing else.”87   

Abbas reiterated this stance later in an address to members of the Palestinian Legislative Council when 
he said that recognition of Israel as a Jewish state would “…negate the rights of 1.5 million Palestinians 
who live there.”88 

�  In a statement given following the conference, Saeb Erekat, a senior Palestinian negotiator, said 
“We intend to engage seriously to reach the end game of all the final status issues before the end 
of 2008.”89  

�  During the Annapolis conference, the two sides discussed a clause in the 2004 Road Map for 
Peace. This clause, which is the second stage of the Road Map, stipulates that a Palestinian state 
would be created with provisional borders as a precursor to a final settlement. Regarding this 
clause, Abbas said, “…there was talk about a state with provisional borders. We reject 
provisional borders, because these (borders) will be final.”90 

�  Ahmed Qurei, the chief Palestinian negotiator at the talks, visited Damascus on Monday, Dec. 3, 
and met with the Syrian vice president and the foreign minister to discuss the implications of the 
Annapolis conference. Qurei said, “We announce that we will stay in full coordination with Syria 
and the Arabs’ during future negotiations.”91 

Hamas 

�  A senior Hamas official, Ahmed Yousef, issued an open letter on Dec. 9 to U.S. Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice calling on the U.S. government to enter into dialogue with Hamas. The 
letter stated, “Many people make the mistake of presuming that Hamas has some ideological 
aversion to making peace. Quite the opposite; we have consistently offered dialogue with the US 
and the EU… We are not anti-American, anti-European or anti-anyone. 

 “Meaningful steps toward a resolution cannot take place while the legitimacy of the elected 
government in Palestine continues to be ignored by your administration. Not only is the policy to 
isolate Hamas unethical, it is ineffectual as well. Your administration ignores the realities on the 
ground.”92 
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90 “Abbas rejects concept of state with provisional borders,” Associated Press, Dec. 6, 2007, 
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�  Since the 1993 Oslo Accords, the Palestinians have received more than $10 billion in aid.93 
 
�  According to the Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the international community provided the 

Palestinian Authority $4.5 billion from 1993 until 2002.94 
 
�  Between 2002 and 2006 the PA received more than $5.8 billion in international aid.  

 
�  On Dec. 17, 2007, international donors pledged $7.4 billion to the Palestinians for the next three 

years.95 
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2006: $1,403,877,464 
 
2005: $1,221,345,982 
 
2004: $1,106,220,095 
 
2003: $1,038,960,907 
�
2002: $1,159,563,120 
�
�
�
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93 “Two Years after London: Restarting Palestinian Economic Recovery,” Economic Monitoring Report to the Ad Hoc 
Liaison Committee, World Bank, September 24, 2007, 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTWESTBANKGAZA/Resources/AHLCMainReportfinalSept18&cover.pdf and 
“International Financial Aid to the Palestinian Authority Redirected to Terrorist Elements,” June 5, 2002, from the Web site 
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�  69 percent of U.S. likely voters think the Iranian nuclear weapons program is still underway;  
�  69 percent think that the international community should try to prevent Iran from further civilian 

nuclear research;  
�  76 percent of likely voters approve of expanded United Nations economic and diplomatic 

sanctions on Iran;  
�  By a 62 to 9 margin, likely voters support Israel in the conflict with the Palestinians.  

Washington, D.C. - A new bipartisan poll commissioned by The Israel Project (TIP) shows Americans 
do not believe the findings of the recent National Intelligence Estimate report on Iran and worry it will 
make the U.S. less safe.  
 
The survey shows that while 75 percent of likely voters heard a “great deal” or “some” about the NIE 
report, only 27 percent believed its assessment that Iran’s nuclear program ended in 2003. By contrast, 
69 percent believe that the nuclear weapons program is still underway. Additionally, 64 percent fear 
America “will be less safe” based on this estimate “because it might lead to reduced pressure on Iran to 
stop its nuclear capacity for good.” Only 27 percent thought “we are safer” after the estimate “because it 
shows the threat from Iran is not as imminent as had been believed.” 

“The most surprising poll finding was pretty straightforward - voters simply don't believe the NIE 
finding regarding Iran's nuclear weapons program,” said Neil Newhouse of Public Opinion 
Strategies. “Americans believe Iran's weapons program has not been shelved and many still consider 
the country to be an imminent threat to the U.S.” 

There is a clear sense that despite the NIE report, Americans remain very concerned about Iran and want 
to expand sanctions and other peaceful efforts to curtail the threat. Fully 85 percent of those polled 
consider Iran a serious threat, including 44 percent who consider it an immediate threat to the United 
States.  

“The public views Iran as a threat and even after the NIE, they strongly support intensifying sanctions 
and diplomatic measures,” said Jennifer Laszlo Mizrahi, founder and president of The Israel Project. 
"This is good news as there is still time to use the power of the purse for peace," said Mizrahi, whose 
organization has provided information on economic measures to help prevent war. 

More than three-fourths of likely voters approve of “expanded United Nations economic and diplomatic 
actions” to deal with Iran and 85 percent approve of “support of opposition groups in Iran that are 
working for democracy and human rights.”  
 
Americans are uncomfortable even with Iran's supposed civilian nuclear research program. When asked, 
“Do you think Iran should be allowed to continue its civilian nuclear research program or should the 
international community try to prevent Iran from further nuclear research,” 69 percent agreed with the 
latter. 
 
When asked to assume that the NIE was accurate and that Iran had ended its nuclear weapons program 
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in 2003, Americans cite “international economic sanctions” (41 percent) and “international diplomatic 
pressure” (22 percent) as the principal factors in Iran ending its program. Only 5 percent said “Iran 
decided it no longer wanted or needed nuclear weapons.” 

Asked about the motivation of the earlier NIE reports that concluded that Iran was developing nuclear 
weapons, a majority (61 percent) believe those “were based on the intelligence agencies’ best judgments 
at the time” while only 28 percent believed that the earlier NIE assessments were “deliberate 
misrepresentations of the available information.” Still, they do not trust the current NIE, instead 
preferring to believe British intelligence findings (67 percent) that Iran’s “nuclear weapons program 
continues." 

Support for Israel in the conflict with the Palestinians remains extremely high with 62 percent of 
Americans considering themselves supporters of Israel and only 9 percent supporters of the 
Palestinians. Further, by a similar margin (61 to 10), Americans believe the U.S. should support Israel in 
the conflict with the Palestinians. This is in stark contrast to 2002, when fully 68 percent of Americans 
thought the U.S. should take neither side in the conflict. 

“We see that Americans consistently support Israel because they understand that Israel, like America, is 
a modern democracy with freedom of religion, free speech and the right to vote for all citizens, 
Christians, Muslims and Jews,” said Mizrahi. 

Most Americans want a peaceful, two-state solution to the conflict. Although just 39 percent had heard a 
“great deal” or “some” about the Annapolis peace talks, a wide majority of 81 percent believe that “the 
goal of peace talks in the Middle East should be both a Palestinian state and peace and security in 
recognized borders for Israel and the Palestinians.” This is in contrast to only 12 percent who believe 
"the goal of peace talks in the Middle East should solely be the creation of a Palestinian state." 

A big obstacle, however, remains Palestinian terrorism. Fully 70 percent of respondents agree that 
“Palestinian acts of terrorism are unacceptable, no matter the conditions in which they live.” Even 
though 60 percent were largely unaware of the “2,000 rockets that have been shot into Israel from Gaza, 
a Palestinian territory,” 63 percent agree that “Israel’s actions toward the Palestinians are understandable 
given the security threat they face,” while only 29 percent believe them to be an overreaction.  

“Can you imagine if everyday sitting in school, sitting in your living room, driving to the grocery store 
terrorists’ rockets were targeting your neighborhood? The threat under which Israelis living near the 
border of Gaza face is unimaginable,” Mizrahi said. “It is encouraging to see that Americans 
understand that Israel must defend these innocent civilians. Sadly, however, most Americans are still 
unaware that more than 2,000 rockets have hit Israel this year alone. This is especially troubling 
because these rockets are coming from a territory that Israel gave up two years ago in hopes of 
jumpstarting the road towards a two-state solution.”   

Nevertheless, most do not see a direct tie between the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and international 
terrorism. By a 55 to 43 margin, a majority of Americans believe “a peace agreement between Israel and 
the Palestinians would not have much of an impact on terrorism around the world.” 

The poll of 800 U.S. likely voters was conducted by telephone Dec. 10-12, 2007 for The Israel Project 
by Neil Newhouse of Public Opinion Strategies and Stan Greenberg of Greenberg Quinlan Rosner 
Research. The margin of error is +/- 3.5 percent. 
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TOTAL NUMBER OF QASSAMS AND M ORTARS FIRED , JAN-DEC, 2007:  2,313 
Source: IDF Spokesman’s Unit 
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�  On Jan. 3, 2008, 25 short-range Qassam rockets, mortars and one Katyusha missile were 
launched from Gaza and landed in Israel. A home in Sderot was directly hit by a Qassam rocket. 
 

�  On the evening of Dec. 4, 2007, the 2,000th Qassam rocket and mortar bomb of the year was 
fired by Palestinian militants from Gaza.97  
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97 IDF Spokesman’s Unit, Dec. 4, 2007 
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�  In the month of December 2007, 327 short-range rockets and mortars landed in Israeli towns and 
cities in the western Negev region, the second highest monthly total for 2007 after May.98 
 

�  In 2006, 1,100 rockets and mortars were fired.99 
 
�  Since Israel’s unilateral disengagement from the Gaza Strip in August 2005, more than 3,600 

rockets and mortar bombs have been fired at Israeli towns and communities.100 
 

�  Since Jan. 2001, thirteen Israeli citizens have been killed by the rocket and mortar fire, 307 
people have been physically injured. Among those killed are a 2-year old baby, Dorit Inso, and 
two 4-year olds, Yuval Abebah and Afik Zahavi.101 

 
 

              
 

                                             
 
 
 
 
                       Yuval Abebah          Afik Zahavi Ochaiyun                 Dorit Inso 
                                                                     
 

�  In 2007, 127 Israeli civilians have been injured by rocket and mortar fire and two people 
killed .102 

 
�  In 2007, one rocket was fired every four hours at communities of the western Negev region.103 

 
�  Since Jan. 2001, more than 7,600 rockets and mortar bombs have been fired at Israeli 

civilians.104 
 

�  A total of 68 percent of all Qassam rockets and mortar bombs were fired from the city of Beit 
Hanoun in Gaza during September and October, 2007.105 In the same period, 14 percent of all 
rockets and mortars were fired from the Beit Lahiya area of Gaza and eight percent were 
launched from the Jabaliya refugee camp, at the northern end of Gaza. 

 
�  More than 200 families (about 1,200 people) have fled Sderot due to ongoing shelling from 

Gaza by Palestinian terrorists.106�
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99 IDF Spokesman’s Unit, Dec. 4, 2007 
100 IDF Spokesman’s Unit, Dec. 4, 2007 
101 Israel Police Spokesman Micky Rosenfeld, Dec. 5, 2007 and Web site of the Committee for a Secure Sderot, retrieved on 
Dec. 5, 2007, http://www.matesderot.co.il/info_en.asp?cat=119457167  
102 Micky Rosenfeld, Israel Police Spokesman, Jan. 1, 2008 
103 IDF Spokesman’s Unit, Dec. 4, 2007 
104 IDF Spokesman’s Unit, Dec. 16, 2007 
105 IDF Spokesman’s Unit, Dec. 4, 2007 
106 Yossi Cohen, Spokesman for the City of Sderot, Nov. 19, 2007 
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Raw Data for Pie Chart (above) 
 
IEDs – 150 

Suicide Belts – 6 

Explosives – 21 (21 caches of raw explosive material found) 

Mortar shells – 30 

Grenades – 26 

Firearms – 227 

Improvised firearms – 44 

Ammunition – 223 (stores of ammunition found, of varying amounts)�
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IDF and Israeli General Security Services Statistics on Palestinian Militant Activity 
in Gaza and the West Bank 

�
�  According to the Israel General Security Services (GSS – also known as the “Shin Bet” or 

“Shabbak”), 29 imminent suicide bombings were prevented this year; 17 from the Gaza Strip 
and 12 from the West Bank.107 

 
�  In 2007, there were three occasions when suicide bombers managed to enter Israel from the 

West Bank but were apprehended by the security services before detonating their explosives.108 
 

�  In February, a terrorist from the Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) who was intending to carry out a 
suicide-bombing in Tel Aviv was caught in Bat Yam. His explosive belt was discovered in 
Rishon LeTzion. 109 

 
�  In March, a car-bomb coming from the West Bank town of Qalqilia was driven by a member 

of Hamas and was stopped by Israeli security services before the terrorist could detonate the 
bomb.110 

 
�  In September, a suicide-bomb belt was discovered in an apartment in Tel Aviv. The suicide-

bombing was to have been carried out by Hamas and was organized from the West Bank city of 
Nablus.111 

 
�  In total, the GSS arrested 117 potential suicide bombers in the West Bank in 2007.112 In 

2006, 279 potential suicide bombers were arrested and 71 imminent suicide-bombings attacks 
were prevented.113 

 
In May 2007, two female terrorists from the Gaza strip, belonging to the Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad terrorist organization, obtained authentic entry-visas to Israel using false medical 
information: Fatimah Zak, 39, a resident of Gaza, mother of eight children and pregnant with a 
ninth child; and Achaynita Rodah Haviv, 30, resident of Gaza and mother of four children. The 
two women were arrested on May 20, 2007 at the Erez crossing and admitted that they intended 
to carry out suicide-bombings in Tel Aviv and Netanya, in a restaurant, events-hall or similar. An 
Islamic Jihad operative had obtained for Haviv an authentic entry-visa to Israel, based on false 
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medical information, for her to undergo medical tests in a hospital in Ramallah. Zak’s entry-visa 
was issued as an escort for Haviv.114 

 
�  In 2007, Israel security forces uncovered 12 tunnels from the Gaza strip, four of which led 

from Gaza into Israel.115 
 

�  The Israel General Security Services (GSS – also known as the “Shin Bet” or “Shabbak”) 
estimate that 80 tons of explosives were smuggled into the Gaza Strip  this year. Since the 
Israeli withdrawal from Gaza in August 2005, more than 130 tons of explosives have been 
smuggled into the Gaza strip.116�

�
Attacks Carried Out Against IDF Forces in the West Bank by Type, 2007 
�
In 2007, there were: 
�

�  472 incidents of shooting attacks against IDF forces.117  

�  666 Molotov cocktails thrown at IDF forces.118 

�  More than 3,500 incidents of stone-throwing.119 

Recent Terrorist Activity: Attacks Increase after Annapolis Talks 
�

�  On Dec. 28, 2007, two off-duty Israeli soldiers, Ahikam Amihai and David Rubin, were killed by 
Palestinian Fatah terrorists while hiking with a friend. One of the terrorists involved, Amar 
Badad Khalim Taha, was both a member of Fatah and a soldier in the Palestinian National 
Security Services. The other terrorist, Ali Hamid Dandanes, was a member of Fatah and had 
contact with the Palestinian General Intelligence.120�
�
On Monday Nov. 20, 2007, Israeli civilian Ido Zoldan was killed in a drive-by shooting in the 
West Bank. Responsibility for the attack was claimed by the al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades, an armed 
branch of Fatah. The terrorist group stated that the shooting was “an act of protest against the 
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Annapolis conference and a response to Israeli crimes.”121 Two members of the terrorist cell 
that killed Zoldan --  Dhafer Ahmed Omar Barham and Shadi Abd al-Latif Muhammad Jumaa,’ 
were employed by the Palestinian Security Services.122�

�
�  In December, the IDF and GSS uncovered 6.5 tons of potassium nitrate hidden in sugar-sacks 

marked as humanitarian aid from the European Union. Potassium nitrate is used by terrorists 
for the manufacture of explosives and Qassam rockets. The truck containing the potassium 
nitrate was stopped at one of the crossings from Israel in to the West Bank.123 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos: IDF Spokesman’s Unit 
 
 
 
 
 

�  On, Dec. 15, 2007, six petrol-bombs (Molotov cocktails) were thrown at an Israeli car traveling 
near Ramallah. The vehicle was damaged but there were no injuries.124 

 
�  Also on Dec. 15, 2007, an explosive device was thrown at IDF soldiers in the village of Anabta, 

near Tulkarm.125 
 
�  On Dec. 14, 2007, a Qassam rocket hit a factory in Kibbutz Givim in the western Negev, causing 

damage to the building.126  
 

�  On Dec. 12, 2007, a Qassam struck a residential home in Sderot and seriously injured a 40-year-
old woman.127  

 
�  On Dec. 8, 2007, a Palestinian man carrying a pipe bomb and two knives was arrested at the 

Huwarah checkpoint south of Nablus.128  
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�  Also on Dec. 8, 2007, Palestinians threw six Molotov cocktails at an Israeli car traveling near 

Ramallah on Highway 443.129  
  
�  On Nov. 19, 2007, 3 Palestinian terrorists from the al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades attempted to 

carry out a terror attack  on the Israeli community of Netiv Ha’asara in the western Negev. The 
terrorists climbed the security barrier surrounding Gaza but were shot by IDF troops during an 
ensuing gun battle that. They were armed with assault rifles and grenades.130  

 
�  On Nov. 11, 2007, the Iranian-backed Palestinian Islamic Jihad fired a rocket which hit a 

cowshed on Kibbutz Zikim killing seven cows.131 
 

�  On Nov. 1, 2007, Israeli security forces operating in the Gaza Strip uncovered seven tunnels 
used by Hamas to smuggle terrorist operatives and weapons from Egypt into the Gaza Strip. The 
IDF destroyed the tunnels in controlled explosions.132�
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Total Deaths within Israel: 12 

June 28, 2004 - Afik Ohion Zehavi, 4, killed when a rocket lands in his nursery school in Sderot. 

June 28, 2004 - Mordechai Yosephus, 49, killed when a rocket lands in a kindergarten in Sderot. 

Sept. 29, 2004 - Dorit Inso, 2, killed when two rockets hit her residence building. 

Sept. 29, 2004 - Yuval Abeva, 4, killed when two rockets hit his residence building. 

Jan. 15, 2005 - Ayala Haya Abukasis, 17, killed when a rocket hits Sderot. 

July 15, 2005 - Dana Gelkowitz, 22, killed by a Qassam that strikes a home in Moshav Nativ Ha'asara. 

March 28, 2006 - A Bedouin father Salam Ziadin and his son Khalid, 16, killed when a Qassam rocket 
they find in the Nahal Oz area explodes. 

Nov. 11, 2006 - Faina Slutzker, 57, killed when a rocket hits the street where she is walking near the 
home of Defense Minister Amir Peretz. 

Nov. 21, 2006 - Yaakov Yaakobovich, 43, killed while at work in a Sderot poultry processing plant. 

May 21, 2007 - Shir-el Friedman, 35, killed in Sderot when a rocket hits a car she is walking near. 
 
May 27, 2007 - Oshri Oz, 36, is killed in Sderot when a rocket hits the car he is driving.  

Total Deaths in Jewish Settlements within the Gaza Strip, Before Disengagement August 2005: 7 

Nov. 24, 2001 - Sgt 1st Class Medmon Barak, 26, killed when several mortar shells land in the Neve 
Dekalim area. 

Aug. 24, 2004 - Tiferet Turner, killed when a mortar shell lands in the Neve Dekalim area. 
 
Oct. 28, 2004 - Sgt. Michael Tsadik, killed when a mortar shell lands near an army base. 
 
Dec. 14, 2004 - Assa Tap Tachkilda, killed when a mortar shell lands in the Ganei Tal greenhouse 
perimeter. 
 
Jan. 2, 2005 - Nissim Arbiv, killed when a mortar shell lands in the Erez Industrial Zone. 
 
June 7, 2005 - Salah Ameran, 55, killed when a mortar shell lands in the Ganei Tal greenhouse 
perimeter.  
 
June 7, 2005 - Sue da Be, killed when a mortar shell lands in the Ganei Tal greenhouse perimeter. 
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Qassam Facts and Figures

• More than 2,200 Qassams and Mortar bombs fired from 
Gaza at Israeli towns and communities in 2007[1]

• That’s 1 rocket or mortar bomb every 4 hours

• Since Israel’s unilateral withdrawal from Gaza in August 
2007, more than 3,600 Qassams and mortars have been 
fired at Israel[2]

• Since Jan. 2001, 7,639 rockets and mortar bombs have 
been fired at Israeli civilians[3]

• In 2007, 2 people were killed and more than 127 people 
were physically wounded by the rocket and mortar fire[4]

• According to the Israeli Police, 23 people have been 
killed and more than 458 injured by Qassams and mortar 
bombs since 2001[5]

• Twenty-eight percent of Sderot’s 23,000 residents suffer 
from Post Traumatic Stress Syndrome[6]

• Seventy-four percent of children aged 7-12 show 
symptoms of fear and 57 percent have difficulty 
sleeping[7]

• More than 1,600 people have been treated for shock[8]
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What is a Qassam?

Source: Israel Police – Bomb Disposal Division and I srael 
Information and Terrorism Information Center
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Terrorist Groups and their Rockets
• “Qassam” is a generic label for rockets manufactured by Palestinian terrorist groups.

• Only Hamas’ rockets are called Qassams

• Each separate terrorist group designs and builds its own rockets and have their own names for them

• Hamas – Qassam rocket

• Islamic Jihad  - Al-Quds rocket

• Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades – Al-Aqsa and Yasser rockets

• Popular Resistance Committees – Nasser

• Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine – Samoud rocket

Source for following information: 

Israel Police – Bomb Disposal Division and Israel In formation 
and Terrorism Information Center
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Hamas’ Rockets

• Hamas produced the first 
Palestinian-made rocket 
calling it the Qassam

• First Appearance – Oct. 27, 
2001, Kibbutz Nir Am

• Range – 4km

• Explosive in Warhead – 0.5-
1kg

• Diameter – 60mm

Qassam I
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Hamas’ Rockets

• First appearance – Feb. 10, 
2002

• Max. Range – 7km

• Explosives in warhead– 8kg

• Diameter – 115mm

• Length – 180cm

• Weight – 30 – 40kg

Short-Range Qassam II
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Hamas’ Rockets

• Max. Range – 10km

• Explosives in warhead – 8kg

• Diameter – 115mm

• Length – 250cm

• Weight – 50kg

Long-Range Qassam II
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Hamas’ Rockets

• First appearance – June 11, 2006

• Dual Engine Rocket

• Range – 13km

• Explosives in warhead – 10kg

• Diameter – 115mm

• Length – 260cm

• Weight – 40 - 50kg

Qassam III
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Palestinian Islamic Jihad’s
Rockets

• First appearance – May / Nov 
2005

• Range – 9km

• Explosives in warhead – 3-4kg

• Diameter – 90 - 115mm

• Length

• Weight

Al-Quds 101
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Palestinian Islamic Jihad’s
Rockets

• Range – 6-7km

• Explosives in warhead –
8kg

• Diameter – 90 - 115mm

• Length – 110-150cm

• Weight – 23.5 - 33.5kg

Al-Quds 2
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Palestinian Islamic Jihad’s
Rockets

• First appearance: March 2006

• Range: 6 - 9km

• Explosives in warhead: 6 - 8kg

• Diameter: 102 - 127.5mm

• Length: 130 - 200cm

• Weight: 35 - 42kg

Al-Quds 3
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Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades
Rockets

• First Appearance: Nov. 30, 
2004

• Range: 5-7km

• Explosives in warhead: 3 -
4kg

• Diameter: 90 - 115mm

Al-Aqsa Rocket
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Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades
Rockets

• Range: 15km (claimed)

Al-Yasser Rocket (In 
Development)

Al-Jazeera, November 6, 2007
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Popular Resistance
Committees

• Popular Resistance 
Committees: Nasser

• Range: 6 - 9km

• Explosives in warhead: 9 -
10kg

• Diameter: 90-115mm

• Length: 125-180cm

• Weight: 25 – 40kg

Nasser
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Katyushas
• Palestinian terrorist organizations 

have obtained and fired a number 
of Grad (Katyusha) rockets. The 
latest was fired on Jan. 3, 2008.

• They have also attempted to 
manufacture their own Grad 
rockets[9]

• Range: 20km (13 miles)

• Explosives in warhead: 18kg
(39.6lbs)

• Diameter: 122mm

• Length: 280cm (9 feet)

• Weight: 62-66kg (136.4 – 145lbs)
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Palestinian-Manufactured
Mortar Bombs
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Mortars

• Range: 1 - 4km

• Diameter: 80 - 250mm

• Weight: 3 - 25kg

• Explosives in warhead: 
1kg - 2kg
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Quotes from Terrorist Leaders on 
Qassams

• Ismail Haniyeh, Hamas leader and former Palestinian Prime Minister - Aug. 2005:

“The Qassam [rockets] is what forced the enemy out. This is a victory for the resistance and 
for all of the Palestinian people.”[11]

• Hamas spokesman, Sami Abu Zuhri - May 20, 2007

“The Palestinian resistance, especially Hamas and its armed wing Izzedin al-Qassam, will 
keep up launching homemade shells on the Israeli settlements and communities.”[12]

• Abu Ahmed, Palestinian Islamic Jihad Spokesman, - Se pt. 4, 2007

“The rockets have become accurate, they hardly miss, and most important – they manage 
to disrupt the Israelis’ lives…We definitely planned to increase the rocket fire when the 
school year opened.”[13]

• Abu Ahmed - May 21, 2007

“The Zionist attack will not stop rocket fire against Zionist towns.”[14]
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Map of Towns and Communities Hit by Qassam 
and Mortar Fire
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Damage Caused by Qassams and Mortars

Courtesy of Ha’aretz (Limor Edrey) Courtesy of Reuters
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