
Key findings from a national survey of 800 registered 
voters with a margin of error of +3.46%, conducted 

August 22-25, 2009.
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US attitudes have changed little on Iran’s threat 
to the US.  

How serious of a threat do you think Iran poses to the United States?
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Has right Prevent

Now, do you believe that... Iran has the right to develop nuclear weapons if it chooses to do so ...or do 
you believe that... the international community should prevent Iran from developing nuclear weapons?

There is a consensus among Americans that
the international community should prevent 

Iran from developing nuclear weapons.
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Work hard to stop Reduce efforts

Americans believe that even with the problems
the nation faces, we must still work hard to prevent

Iran from getting nuclear weapons.
Which statement comes closer to your own opinion?

Even with all the problems that America faces at home now, we must still work hard to stop 
Iran from getting nuclear weapons. ...or... With all the problems that America is facing at 

home now, we should reduce our efforts to stop Iran from getting nuclear weapons.



5TIP National Survey – August 22-25, 2009

86%

81%

76%

% “Total Favor”

Initiate direct talks between the 
US and Iran to negotiate its 

nuclear program.

Support opposition groups in Iran 
that are working for democracy and 

human rights.

Expand United Nations economic and 
diplomatic sanctions. 

Supporting Iranian opposition groups, direct talks 
with Iran and expanding UN sanctions are the 

top-scoring action steps.
Now I am going to read you a series of actions that can be taken with regard to Iran if they do 

not stop their nuclear program.  After I read each one, please tell me whether you favor or 
oppose that specific action...
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Americans support sanctions that would cut
off Iran’s refined petroleum.

Now I am going to read you a series of actions that can be taken with regard to Iran if they 
do not stop their nuclear program.  After I read each one, please tell me whether you favor 

or oppose that specific action... Prevent any company from doing business in the United 
States if that company provides Iran with refined petroleum.

Favor Oppose

45%
Strongly

12%
Strongly


