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Collection of maps dating back to the 16th century
with many specifying the king’s garden
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King’s Garden
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A message from the mayor

The initiative to restore the area of the
King’s Garden to its ancient glory is part
of our fundamental commitment and
responsibility to preserve and safeguard
Jerusalem, its landscapes and vistas,
historic and scenic sites for the sake of
future generations.

For thousands of years, the King’s Garden
was an island of green, a site of agriculture
and water, as part of the systems of valleys
and wadis that surround the Old City —
ancient Jerusalem.

The reconstruction of the garden is crucial
and vital for the environmental reparation
of the area. It will not be carried out in

its entirety. As an inseparable part of the
restoration of the garden, the municipality
has decided to acknowledge the changes
that have occurred on the ground. The
restoration plan contends with the
enormous difficulties created by illegal
construction in the area, and involves
renewal of the neighborhood that adjoins
the garden and expansion of building
rights within it, to create cultural hubs and
generate jobs and commerce. The plan
even uses part of the area of the ancient
garden in order to create an environment
of coexistence between the residents and
the natural and historical assets alongside.

The entire area is facing a spectacular
architectural and environmental
transformation. Jerusalem is ready for
this challenge.
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Nir Barkat
Jerusalem Mayor
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General concept map:

Jerusalem is surrounded by mountains,
but also by streams. While the
inhabitants of the city settled on the
mountains, the streams were left empty
of homes and free for agriculture,
leaving a number of “green lungs”
around the city. As part of its vision
to develop the city, the municipality
of Jerusalem is making every effort

to preserve and restore these green
areas as part of its commitment and
responsibility to the values of nature
and the environment, a historic
commitment, which the inhabitants of
Jerusalem have stood by steadfastly in
the past, and that we will continue in
the present for the future.
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The King’s Garden - In the shade of fig and
olive trees

“I made me gardens and parks, and I planted in them trees of all
kinds of fruit” (Ecclesiastes 2:5). The Kidron Stream, which flows
from Jerusalem to the Dead Sea, passes by the foot of the City of
David. The water, the source of life, flowed in the days of Israel’s
kings in the Kidron Stream, quenching the thirst of Jerusalem’s
residents, irrigating their land and watering their flocks.

At a point known as the “Gates of the Garden of Eden,” the
Kidron stream meets the Valley of Hinom, creating a dramatic
vista of religious and historic importance.

Traditionally, it was in this place that the kings of Israel
established their garden. It is commonly believed that this is
where King Solomon planted his garden, and where, sitting in the
shade of its trees, he wrote the book of Ecclesiastes.

The beds of spices and roses that blossomed in the King’s Garden
are mentioned in Songs of Solomon. The gift offerings and spices
that grew in the garden were mixed with olive oil from the Mount
of Olives and used by the Temple priests in their daily service.

In ancient times, potters, artists and artisans worked in the
garden, and the local residents raised fruit trees, medicinal herbs
and spices. Prudent development of the site can serve to leverage
the economic-tourist development of the entire neighborhood,
improve the existing infrastructure, turning the area into a must
for all visitors to Jerusalem.

N'TNI NIRNA 'XY I¥2 - 719Nn |2

asilly ol e Ik 8 - oliead)

:L_.IYI ¢L1 ;)..;” u;J:x@S) “tyds u-“)?-ﬁ‘H:")}J ; Q’GL‘.A.‘.U &fn'.j.; ‘9J ;m3|”
(cLs

oo godews yan call sadl (1 Guadll jalii o) o gl (55548 Jgaa
Ll cpodll SISl ko g5 sl b e cilondl uleal caLakl 3l
e aguidilsey agiles) e 15ien

5 Lae casia 0 sl £y Jpanll ik« “Eiall UL Sl 2] 3
A, bl Lnall Laadl ils JT O3S pals Sl

3 Lo By -ailam el sl alil s a3 Lo 3 il oda d
o€ QUS LS aliy ile g laskes llll ¢ 55 Bkl o3a i o

#8s sl dea e eIl dbala o5 Gl (8 g 5550 ag sl She )

el 6 LSl canil

Glall 5Ky oubially HEall aibo bl Ehis 8 Joc Giladl
oS gty bl GLie g ¢ datial] Il Hlanl B Y1 8 Tse )
La) Ll (Al gall alodly (goliatd¥ | yyghill dadl, Llies oa Lakial
U L s Bt 11 ZRAL sy sl 208l L] Ll ke 11
comll paliysl Lase 5938 e

19-52 Yy ,003 "AYLY) ;DDTIN Maa 2wy’

('n p109 "2 P19 ,NYNP)

LTI 'Y NIY2InYg 121y NYnn-0r IR 0OWwhm oIt TP In

NN 01NA, [NTP IN12 02910 M2 1T ,0"NN 1ipn ,0mn

.0IRN NINI ON'NINTR NIX O'PWn ,0IWinn 9w DNy

DIIN |2 N2 DX JNTP 9N was [Ty 2 ww” n2idn WX ,NTIp1a
.1NI00M1 'NT NI2'WN Y2 ,'0177T 911 XN [9IN]

NININ NINMKR .02 DR INIW' 291 10 NN ' 9y 0T 01Ipna
TIX 'NY INN 2ND {1 112 IR 719170 NNIW Y01 12 OIpnn a1 ' XN
.NInp 190

.0"1'WN 'Wwa NMI2TINM "79nn (272 12929W 0TI DWian Nnany
,OMITN NN N'T NW NATY1 INPI 22 1972 WK 0Mwant ninamnn
.ONDJNTN WTPNN N2 DX 1IWN'W ORI

17772 TN "AWINE,0IARIE 0NN ,0TP "7900 (272 19yD 0TP M2
N7 ANX JW J2WiN NIN'S .O0MW2aI XD 'NNY ,M9 'NY 20 NINTRA
NIMWN 19'W Jin ,N712 MIdWwY 'Mrrn-'3392 NINmY §in ainn
.0'IWIN' 1Pan 729 N2aIn INKRT TN NO2'DR1E nmvpg




King’s Garden

R

The development of illegal construction

For hundreds, even thousands of years, the King’s Garden area was conserved as

a flourishing island of green. The importance of the area preserved it as a garden
throughout all the generations. As can be seen in the pictures, up until 1967, the garden
contained only four structures on its southern side. However, the laying of sewage pipes
triggered the development of massive, illegal construction in the area. Currently, there
are 88 structures inside the garden area, all of which were built without building permits
on an area that had been preserved as a garden thousands of years.
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The vision:

To restore the King’s Garden to its historic
state as a major world and tourism site,
with a planned residential neighborhood
alongside it to properly address the needs
of the local residents.
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appropriate and fitting solution for the
neighborhood residents. The plan’s
vision is to turn the King’s Garden into
a blossoming park that will flourish
alongside a residential neighborhood, in » L/
which there will be restaurants, artists’ . / {
studios, souvenir and local-art shops and
more. In the area east of the Kidron, the
existing neighborhood will be put in order,
the infrastructures improved and public
and commercial areas established. The
currently existing buildings west of the
Kidron will be diverted to available areas
east of it.
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Public buildings and community
school and center

In the village of Silwan today there is no
community center for the benefit of the
welfare of the residents.

The Municipality of Jerusalem is
promoting in parallel to the development
of the King's Garden a large-scale
community center.

The center will be built in the south of the
neighborhood on land zoned for a public
building many years ago.

The building will include a community
school, kindergartens and day care,
extracurricular activity rooms, fitness
center, sports fields, an infant care center,
and more.

The establishment of this center

will improve the quality of life for
neighborhood residents and create a
center for culture, education, leisure, and
enjoyment.
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