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About TIP 
 

The Israel Project (TIP) is an international non-profit organization devoted to educating the press and 
the public about Israel while promoting security, freedom and peace. The Israel Project provides 
journalists, leaders and opinion-makers accurate information about Israel. The Israel Project is not 
related to any government or government agency. 

Our team of trusted Middle East experts and former reporters provides journalists with fact sheets, 
backgrounders and sources. TIP regularly hosts press briefings featuring leading Israeli spokespeople and 
analysts that give journalists an opportunity to get face-to-face information and answers to their 
questions.   

The Jerusalem Office 

The Israel Project's (TIP) Jerusalem Office is a non-governmental resource working with foreign 
journalists based in Israel. It provides reporters with needed facts and information before they file their 
stories. TIP's Jerusalem team features several Middle East experts and former journalists. TIP's Israel 
team, led by Marcus Sheff, includes experts who are fluent in English, Hebrew, Arabic, French, German, 
Farsi and Russian. 

Contacts:  

Marcus Sheff 
Executive Director  
Tel: 02-623-6427 
Cell: 054-807-9177 
E-mail: marcuss@theisraelproject.org  
 
Leah Soibel 
Senior Advisor for Research and 
Communications 
Tel: 02-623-6427 
Cell: 054-807-9041 
E-mail: leahs@theisraelproject.org 
 
Eli Ovits 
Director of Communications  
Tel: 02-623-6427 
Cell: 054-807-9093 
E-mail:  elio@theisraelproject.org  
 

Shai Oseran 
Media Tours Coordinator 
Tel: 02-623-6427 
Cell: 054-803-3471 
E-mail: shaio@theisraelproject.org  
 
Laura Kam 
Senior Advisor for European Affairs 
Tel: 02-623-6427 
Cell: 054- 806-8613 
E-mail: laurak@theisraelproject.org 
 
Shimrit Meir-Gilboa 
Senior Advisor for Arabic Media Project 
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Jerusalem Holy Sites for Christians, Muslims and Jews 
 

Temple Mount 
 
Judaism ς The holiest site in Judaism is the Temple Mount. Jewish tradition states that the First Temple 
was built by King Solomon in the 10th century BCE and stood till 586 BCE when it was destroyed by the 
Babylonians. The Second Temple was built in 516 BCE and renovated by Herod in 20 BCE.1 The four 
outer walls of Herod’s Temple complex are still intact, including the section known as the Western Wall, 
which is the area closest to the site of the inner sanctum on the Temple Mount itself. 

Islam ς Islamic tradition states that the Prophet Muhammed ascended to heaven on the site of the 
Temple Mount, known as the al-Haram al-Sharif in Arabic, passing each prophet before him on the way, 
before finally returning to Mecca. This event symbolizes for Muslims that Mohammed is the greatest 
and final prophet, and also builds a link not only between Mecca and Jerusalem, but also between 
Jerusalem and the heavens.2 

Mount of Olives 

The Mount of Olives is the home of the oldest continuously used Jewish cemetery in the world and is 
very important in Jewish tradition. Many famous people are buried here, including Rabbi Abraham Isaac 
Cook, first Chief Rabbi of Israel and former Israeli Prime Minister Menahem Begin.3 This is also the 
location where Rabbi Gavriel and Rivka Holtzberg, victims of the 2008 Mumbai terror attack, are laid to 
rest.4 

The Old City ς Jewish Quarter 

The Old City of Jerusalem is divided into four quarters: Jewish, Christian, Muslim, and Armenian. The 
current walls of the Old City date from the Ottoman Empire in the 16th century, and were built by 
Suleiman the Magnificent.5 Sites of note include the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, the Temple Mount, 
the Dome of the Rock, the al-Aqsa Mosque, and St. James Cathedral. The Jewish Quarter is located west 
of the Temple Mount, and is located on a hill above the mount itself. Jews have been present in 
Jerusalem for large periods of the past two millennia, except in periods of intense oppression, such as 
under Roman rule following the Bar Kokhba Revolt and during the Crusader Kingdom of Jerusalem. 
During Jordanian rule of the city from 1950-1967, fifty-eight synagogues were desecrated and thousands 
of tombstones on the Mount of Olives were destroyed in order to build fences and latrines for the 

                                                      
1
 “History: Second Temple Period – Return to Zion,” Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, April 1, 2008 

http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Facts+About+Israel/History/HISTORY-+The+Second+Temple.htm 
2
 “The Status of Jerusalem in Islam,” The Jerusalem Institute for Israel Studies, 

http://jiis.org/index.php?cmd=jerusalem.127&act=read&id=71, accessed on June 15, 2009 
3
 “Mount of Olives Jewish Cemetery,” Yahoo Travel, http://travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-2799094-

mount_of_olives_jewish_cemetery_jerusalem-i?action=describe, accessed on June 17, 2009. 
4
 Runyan, Joshua, Kroll, Chana, “Mumbai Terror Victims Laid to Rest in Israel as Jewish Nation Mourns,’ Chabad.org 

News, Dec. 3, 2008, http://www.chabad.org/news/article_cdo/aid/780006/jewish/Israeli-Communities-Bury-
Mumbai-Victims.htm 
5
 “The Old City Walls,” Jerusalem.com, http://www.jerusalem.com/article_628/The-Old-City-Walls, accessed on 

June 17, 2009 

http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Facts+About+Israel/History/HISTORY-+The+Second+Temple.htm
http://jiis.org/index.php?cmd=jerusalem.127&act=read&id=71
http://travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-2799094-mount_of_olives_jewish_cemetery_jerusalem-i?action=describe
http://travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-2799094-mount_of_olives_jewish_cemetery_jerusalem-i?action=describe
http://www.chabad.org/news/article_cdo/aid/780006/jewish/Israeli-Communities-Bury-Mumbai-Victims.htm
http://www.chabad.org/news/article_cdo/aid/780006/jewish/Israeli-Communities-Bury-Mumbai-Victims.htm
http://www.jerusalem.com/article_628/The-Old-City-Walls


 
5 

Jordanian army.6 However, since 1967, many structures were rebuilt, and the population has steadily 
continued to return.  
 
Bethlehem (PA control) 

Church of the Nativity 
 
The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem is a major Christian holy site marking the traditional site of 
Jesus’ birth. According to the New Testament (Luke 2:1-20; Matthew 2:1-9), Jesus was born in a manger 
on the site while Mary and Joseph were there to register for the Roman census. The church, 
commissioned by Roman Emperor Constantine, is one of the oldest Christian churches in existence.7  

St. Catherine's is a Roman Catholic church next to the Church of the Nativity and has several chapels of 
historic and religious significance. The Chapel of St. Jerome is traditionally thought to be where the 
Bishop of Bethlehem translated the Bible from Hebrew and Greek into Latin, and the Chapel of the 
Innocents commemorates King Herod’s slaughter of the babies of Judea. The Chapel of St. Joseph is said 
to be where an angel appeared to Joseph and commanded him to flee to Egypt.8  

Shepherds' Fields, another Christian pilgrimage site in Bethlehem, is where the New Testament (Luke 
2:8-20) says an angel descended to announce the birth of Jesus to the shepherds.9  

Monastery of the Temptation (PA control) 

The Greek Orthodox Monastery of the Temptation is on Mount Quarantal, just north of Jericho. It is the 
traditional desert site where Jesus went after his baptism to fast and pray for 40 days.10  

Bethany (PA control) 

The Tomb of Lazarus is in Bethany, a village on the east slope of the Mount of Olives. The New 
Testament (John 11:1-44) recounts that Bethany was the home of Lazarus, Mary and Martha, and Jesus 
frequently visited the village. Christians believe Jesus raised a man named Lazarus from the dead there 

                                                      
6
 “Jordanian Annexation of West Bank, Resolution Adopted by the House of Deputies, Amman, 24 April 1950,” 

Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Foreign+Relations/Israels+Foreign+Relations+since+1947/1947-
1974/10+Jordanian+Annexation+of+West+Bank-+Resolution+A.htm, accessed on June 18, 2009 
7
 “Israel-s Archaeological Treasures - The Judean Foothills,” Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Nov. 29, 1999, 

http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/History/Early%20History%20-%20Archaeology/Israel-
s%20Archaeological%20Treasures%20-%20The%20Judean%20Foo 
8
 “Bethlehem: The Church of St Catherine of Alexandria at the Basilica of the Nativity,” Israel Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, March 15, 2000, http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2000/3/Bethlehem-
%20The%20Church%20of%20St%20Catherine%20of%20Alexandri; “Bethlehem,” Jewish Virtual Library Virtual 
Israel Experience, http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vie/Bethlehem.html, accessed Feb. 17, 2010 
9
 “Bethlehem,” Jewish Virtual Library Virtual Israel Experience, 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vie/Bethlehem.html, accessed Feb. 17, 2010 
10

  “Jericho,” Jewish Virtual Library Virtual Israel Experience, 
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vie/Jericho.html, accessed Feb. 17, 2010; Gonen, Rivka (2000), Biblical 
Holy Places: An Illustrated Guide, Jerusalem: Paulist Press (p. 198). 

http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Foreign+Relations/Israels+Foreign+Relations+since+1947/1947-1974/10+Jordanian+Annexation+of+West+Bank-+Resolution+A.htm
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Foreign+Relations/Israels+Foreign+Relations+since+1947/1947-1974/10+Jordanian+Annexation+of+West+Bank-+Resolution+A.htm
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/History/Early%20History%20-%20Archaeology/Israel-s%20Archaeological%20Treasures%20-%20The%20Judean%20Foo
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/History/Early%20History%20-%20Archaeology/Israel-s%20Archaeological%20Treasures%20-%20The%20Judean%20Foo
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2000/3/Bethlehem-%20The%20Church%20of%20St%20Catherine%20of%20Alexandri
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2000/3/Bethlehem-%20The%20Church%20of%20St%20Catherine%20of%20Alexandri
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vie/Bethlehem.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vie/Bethlehem.html
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vie/Jericho.html
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after he had been in the tomb four days. There is also a Franciscan Church of St. Lazarus that stands on 
the site of earlier churches.11  

Jerusalem (Israeli control, located in disputed territory) 

Garden of Gethsemane  

The Garden of Gethsemane is where the New Testament (Matthew 26:36-56; Mark 14:32-5) says Jesus 
led his disciples after the Last Supper and asked them to keep watch while he prayed. There they fell 
asleep and then fled when Judas identified him. The Basilica of the Agony, or the Church of All Nations, 
marks the place where Jesus prayed alone, and a chapel is built around a piece of exposed bedrock at 
the place of Jesus’ prayer.12 The Cave of Gethsemane marks the site of where Judas betrayed Jesus with 
a kiss.13 The Tomb of the Virgin Mary is also located in the Grotto of Gethsemane.14  

Ecce Homo Arch 

Part of a gate dating from the time of Hadrian, the arch was named in the 16th century. It is part of the 
Via Dolorosa but is not one of the stations of the cross. Ecce Homo Arch is where many believe Pontius 
Pilate said, "Behold the man!"15  

Via Dolorosa  

The Via Dolorosa is believed to be the path Jesus took to Calvary, where he was crucified. Stations of the 
Cross mark various events along the way, some of which are not recorded in the New Testament. The 
New Testament (John 19:17) says Jesus was made to carry his own cross from the place of his 
condemnation to Calvary.16  

The Chapel of the Condemnation, built over the site traditionally identified with the trial of Jesus (John 
17:19), is on the Via Dolorosa. The Franciscan Monastery of the Flagellation is also on the Via Dolorosa, 
next to the Chapel of the Condemnation.17  

                                                      
11

 Gonen, Rivka (2000), Biblical Holy Places: An Illustrated Guide, Jerusalem: Paulist Press, pp. 51-52; Kedmi, Dr. 
Roni, “In the footsteps of Jesus,” Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/PopeinIsrael/Background_Information/In_the_footsteps_of_Jesus.htm, accessed Feb. 17, 
2010 
12

 “Jerusalem: The Basilica of the Agony (Church of All Nations),” Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, March 15, 2000, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2000/3/Jerusalem-
%20The%20Basilica%20of%20the%20Agony%20-Church%20of%20Al 
13

 Murphy-O'Connor, Jerome (1998), The Holy Land :An Oxford Archaeological Guide, New York: Oxford University 
Press, p. 131. 
14

 Eldar, Yishai, “Focus on Israel: Jerusalem - Christian Architecture through the Ages,” Israel Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Jan. 1, 2000, http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2000/1/Focus%20on%20Israel-
%20Jerusalem%20-%20Christian%20Architectur 
15

 “Archaeological Sites in Israel - Jerusalem- The Northern Gate of Aelia Capitolina,” Israel Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, July 29, 1998, http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/History/Early%20History%20-
%20Archaeology/Archaeological%20Sites%20in%20Israel%20-%20Jerusalem-%20The%20No; Gonen, Rivka (2000), 
Biblical Holy Places: An Illustrated Guide, Jerusalem: Paulist Press, pp. 146-147. 
16

 Murphy-O'Connor, Jerome (1998), The Holy Land :An Oxford Archaeological Guide, New York: Oxford University 
Press, p. 34-36. 
17

 “Jerusalem within the Walls,” Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Facts%20About%20Israel/State/Jerusalem%20within%20the%20Walls, accessed Feb. 

http://www.mfa.gov.il/PopeinIsrael/Background_Information/In_the_footsteps_of_Jesus.htm
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2000/3/Jerusalem-%20The%20Basilica%20of%20the%20Agony%20-Church%20of%20Al
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2000/3/Jerusalem-%20The%20Basilica%20of%20the%20Agony%20-Church%20of%20Al
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2000/1/Focus%20on%20Israel-%20Jerusalem%20-%20Christian%20Architectur
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2000/1/Focus%20on%20Israel-%20Jerusalem%20-%20Christian%20Architectur
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/History/Early%20History%20-%20Archaeology/Archaeological%20Sites%20in%20Israel%20-%20Jerusalem-%20The%20No
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/History/Early%20History%20-%20Archaeology/Archaeological%20Sites%20in%20Israel%20-%20Jerusalem-%20The%20No
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Facts%20About%20Israel/State/Jerusalem%20within%20the%20Walls
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Church of St. Anne 

This church was built over the traditional site of the birthplace of Anne (Hannah), the mother of Mary.18  

Church of the Holy Sepulcher  

One of the holiest sites in all of Christianity is the tomb of Jesus, located within the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher. The church was built around the tomb by Roman Emperor Constantine.19  

The site of Jesus' crucifixion is believed to be the area identified as Calvary within the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher.[26] According to the New Testament (Matthew 27:32-55), Jesus was crucified at "a place 
called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull)" between two thieves. After about three hours of 
suffering and mocking, Jesus "gave up his spirit." 

Garden Tomb 

The Garden Tomb is believed by many to be the garden and sepulcher of Joseph of Arimathea and 
therefore a possible site of the resurrection of Jesus.20  

Chapel of the Ascension  

The Chapel of the Ascension on the Mount of Olives is the traditional site of Jesus' ascension into 
heaven after his resurrection (Luke 24:50-51; Acts 1:9-11). The Chapel was built over the site 
traditionally considered to be where Jesus prayed on the night of his betrayal.21  

Church of the Pater Noster 

This church is built on the traditional site in Jerusalem where Jesus taught his disciples the Lord's Prayer 
(Luke 11:1-4) or the “Our Father” (Pater Noster in Latin). The original church, built by Emperor 
Constantine over a cave in fourth century CE, has been partially reconstructed. The third-century Acts of 
John also references the cave on the Mount of Olives and Jesus’ teaching.22  

City of David 

                                                                                                                                                                           
17, 2010; Murphy-O'Connor, Jerome (1998), The Holy Land :An Oxford Archaeological Guide, New York: Oxford 
University Press, p. 33. 
18

 Eldar, Yishai, “Focus on Israel: Jerusalem - Christian Architecture through the Ages,” Israel Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Jan. 1, 2000, http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2000/1/Focus%20on%20Israel-
%20Jerusalem%20-%20Christian%20Architectur; Murphy-O'Connor, Jerome (1998), The Holy Land :An Oxford 
Archaeological Guide, New York: Oxford University Press, p. 115 
19

 “Archaeological Sites in Israel - The Church of the Holy Sepulcher,” Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, July 29, 
1998, http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/History/Early%20History%20-
%20Archaeology/Archaeological%20Sites%20in%20Israel%20-%20The%20Church%20of%20the; Gonen, Rivka 
(2000), Biblical Holy Places: An Illustrated Guide, Jerusalem: Paulist Press, p. 129. 
20

 “The Garden Tomb,” Garden Tomb (Jerusalem) Association, http://www.gardentomb.com/information.php, 
accessed Feb. 17, 2010 
21

 “Jerusalem - Beyond the Old City Walls,” Jewish Virtual Library Virtual Israel Experience, 
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vie/Jerusalem3.html, accessed Feb. 17, 2010 
22

 Murphy-O'Connor, Jerome (1998), The Holy Land :An Oxford Archaeological Guide, New York: Oxford University 
Press, pp. 125-126. 

http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2000/1/Focus%20on%20Israel-%20Jerusalem%20-%20Christian%20Architectur
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2000/1/Focus%20on%20Israel-%20Jerusalem%20-%20Christian%20Architectur
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/History/Early%20History%20-%20Archaeology/Archaeological%20Sites%20in%20Israel%20-%20The%20Church%20of%20the
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/History/Early%20History%20-%20Archaeology/Archaeological%20Sites%20in%20Israel%20-%20The%20Church%20of%20the
http://www.gardentomb.com/information.php
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vie/Jerusalem3.html
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Excavations in the City of David as recent as 2005 reveal what is believed to be the Pool of Siloam. The 
original Pool of Siloam was built by Hezekiah around the year 701 BCE. This is the place referred to in the 
New Testament in the story of a blind man who was given sight by Jesus. According to the story (John 9), 
Jesus put mud on the man's eyes, told him to wash in the Pool of Siloam and then the man could see.23  

Dominus Flevit Church 

This small Franciscan church is on the upper western slope of the Mount of Olives. 

Dominus Flevit, which means “the Lord cried,” is believed to mark the place where the New Testament 
(Luke 19:41) says Jesus mourned over Jerusalem. Before the construction of the modern church, the 
foundations of a fifth-century monastery were discovered beneath.24  

Tel a-Shakef (Hamas control) 

A sixth-century Byzantine church dedicated to John the Baptist was discovered in 1999 at a dig at the 
northwest edge of the Gaza Strip at an Israel military installation, before Israel’s 2005 withdrawal from 
all of Gaza. An earlier excavation at the site revealed a magnificent bathhouse and fish pond in almost 
perfect condition next to the church.25  

Protecting all Religions: Quotes by Israeli Leaders 
 
Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat: 
"Israeli law does not discriminate between Jews, Muslims, and Christians or between eastern and 
western Jerusalem. The demand to halt construction by religion is not legal in the United States or in any 
other free place in the world. I do not presume that any government would demand to freeze 
construction in the United States based on race, religion or gender and the attempt to demand it from 
Jerusalem is a double standard and inconceivable." 
-- “Jerusalem Mayor Barkat, strongly objects to the American demand to halt construction in 
Jerusalem,” Israel Government Press Office, Nov. 17, 2009 
 
Israeli President Shimon Peres: 
“Israel plans to invest significant amounts in infrastructure that will increase the accessibility of holy sites 
to all worshipers. By doing so it aims to honor and allow freedom of worship to all, irrespective of their 
faith, and protect the holy sites. 
 
-- “President Peres meets with UN Special Coordinator Serry,” Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Feb. 24, 
2010, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Government/Communiques/2010/Pres_Peres_meets_UN_Coordinator_Ser
ry+24-Feb-2010.htm 

                                                      
23

 Shanks, Hershel (2005), “The Siloam Pool Where Jesus Cured the Blind Man,” Biblical Archaeology Review 31(5), 
pp. 16–23. 
24

 “Jerusalem: The Chapel of Dominus Flevit,” Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, March 7, 2000, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2000/3/Jerusalem-
%20The%20Chapel%20of%20Dominus%20Flevit 
25

 “Church of John the Baptist Discovered,” Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs, March 7, 1999, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Government/Communiques/1999/Church%20of%20John%20the%20Baptist%20Disco
vered%20-%2007-Mar-99 

http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Government/Communiques/2010/Pres_Peres_meets_UN_Coordinator_Serry+24-Feb-2010.htm
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Government/Communiques/2010/Pres_Peres_meets_UN_Coordinator_Serry+24-Feb-2010.htm
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2000/3/Jerusalem-%20The%20Chapel%20of%20Dominus%20Flevit
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/MFAArchive/2000_2009/2000/3/Jerusalem-%20The%20Chapel%20of%20Dominus%20Flevit
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Government/Communiques/1999/Church%20of%20John%20the%20Baptist%20Discovered%20-%2007-Mar-99
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Government/Communiques/1999/Church%20of%20John%20the%20Baptist%20Discovered%20-%2007-Mar-99
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Palestinian Failure to Protect Jewish and Christian Sacred Places 
 
Palestinian leaders reacted with promises of violence to the Israeli cabinet’s February 2010 decision to 
include two holy sites in the West Bank as part of a comprehensive plan to preserve Israel’s national 
heritage and religious sites.26  
 
Ismail Haniyeh, the leader of Iran-backed Hamas in Gaza, urged Palestinians to unleash a new intifada 
(uprising) in response to the decision.27 “Jerusalem is ours, the land is ours, and God is with us,” Haniyeh 
said. “We will not accept these decisions and they will have no ramifications."28  
 
Meanwhile, Palestinian rioters threw stones at Israeli soldiers and burned tires in Hebron, the location 
of one of the controversial sites.29 The Cave of the Patriarchs in Hebron, Judaism’s second-holiest site 
after the Temple Mount and its Western Wall,30 is also venerated by Muslims and Christians.31 Likewise, 
Rachel’s Tomb in Bethlehem, another of Judaism’s holiest sites,32 is also sacred to Muslims and 
Christians.33  
 
The $107 million (NIS 400 million) Israeli plan approved Feb. 21 would restore about 150 heritage and 
holy sites.34 Netanyahu’s spokesman, Nir Hefetz, said on Tuesday that just as maintenance work on the 
entrance and road to the Muslim prayer room of the Cave of the Patriarchs is underway, its Jewish 
sections - and Rachel’s Tomb - also have a right to be refurbished.35  
 
In a meeting with UN Special Coordinator for the Peace Process Robert H. Serry on Feb. 24, Israeli 
President Shimon Peres said, “Israel plans to invest significant amounts in infrastructure that will 
increase the accessibility of holy sites to all worshipers. By doing so it aims to honor and allow freedom of 

                                                      
26

 “PM Netanyahu’s Remarks at Today's Cabinet Meeting at Tel Hai,” Israel Prime Minister’s Office, Feb. 21, 2010, 
http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMOEng/Communication/Spokesman/2010/02/spokestart210210.htm; Waked, Ali, 
“Abbas, Haniyeh: Heritage sites will ignite a war,” YnetNews, Feb. 23, 2010, 
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3853485,00.html 
27

 “Hamas calls for uprising over West Bank sites,” Alalam, Feb. 24, 2010, 
http://www.alalam.ir/english/detail.aspx?id=98727 
28

 Waked, Ali, “Abbas, Haniyeh: Heritage sites will ignite a war,” YnetNews, Feb. 23, 2010, 
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worship to all, irrespective of their faith, and protect the holy sites. There is no violation of Muslim or 
Christian religious rights in any holy place.”36  
 
Palestinian and Jordanian Failure to Protect Holy Sites 
 
Israel, the West Bank and Gaza contain hundreds of religious monuments and places of worship holy to 
Jews, Muslims and Christians. Israel long ago put into place comprehensive laws protecting all such sites 
and ensuring access to people of all religions.37 The same protections have not been extended by the 
Palestinian Authority or under Jordanian rule. As a result, since Israel’s establishment in 1948, a 
significant number of Jewish holy sites has been damaged or vandalized. 
 
Desecration of holy sites occurred when Jordan controlled East Jerusalem and the West Bank before 
1967. That has continued until today in areas under Palestinian control, despite formal agreements: 
Both Israel and the Palestinians promised to protect all religious sites under their control as part of the 
framework of the Oslo peace process. The failure to adequately uphold these provisions is seen by Israel 
as a serious impediment to Israeli-Palestinian relations.38 In recent years, Palestinian terrorists and 
rioters also have destroyed and abused Christian holy places.39  
 
Although neither the Palestinians nor the Israelis have a constitution, the Knesset (Israeli parliament) 
enacted the Protection of Holy Places Law of 1967 to ensure that anyone who vandalizes a holy site 
could suffer legal consequences. The law states: “Whoever does anything that is likely to violate the 
freedom of access of the members of the various religions to the places sacred to them is liable to 
imprisonment for a term of five years.”40  
 
Additionally, the Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip (also known 
as Oslo II), signed in September 1995, explicitly states that “each side undertakes upon itself to respect 
sites in the West Bank and the Gaza Strip which are regarded as holy, or which hold archaeological 
value.”41  
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Instances of Palestinian terrorists exploiting holy sites are violations of the First Additional Protocol 
(1977) to the Geneva Conventions and may constitute war crimes.42  
 
Following are examples of Palestinian and Jordanian failures to protect holy sites and freedom of 
worship: 

 
 The Islamic religious authority (Waqf) has attempted to erase any Jewish archaeological claims 
to the Temple Mount area known as “Solomon’s Stables.” 43The Temple Mount is known to 
Muslims as “Haram al-Sharif.” Additionally: 
 

o In 1996, Islamic clerics converted two underground buildings from the Second Temple 
period into mosques—even though they had never been mosques and didn’t seek 
permission to do so.44  

o In 1999 the Waqf opened another exit to the Dome of the Rock mosque on the Temple 
Mount, carting away thousands of tons of dirt full of artefacts and dumping the material 
in the Kidron Valley. This was done without consultation or notification of any kind.[20] 
Archaeologists moved nearly 70 truckloads of rubble from the Kidron Valley dump site 
to Emek Zurim National Park. 

 
In April 2005, after years of sifting through the rubble, the team found a series of relics dating back to 
the First and Second Temples in Jerusalem. These were the first discoveries of their kind, because the 
Waqf forbids archaeological excavation on the Temple Mount.45  
 
The rubble has yielded pottery dating back to the Bronze Age and First Temple periods and more than 
100 ancient coins, including some from the Hasmonean dynasty.46  

 
 The former head of the Israeli Antiquities Authority called the removal and dumping of these 

artefacts “an unprecedented archaeological crime.”47  
 From 1948 - 1967, when Jordan controlled East Jerusalem and the West Bank, 58 synagogues in 

the Old City’s Jewish quarter were demolished or desecrated. Roughly 38,000 Jewish 
tombstones on the Mount of Olives, a Jewish cemetery just east of the Old City, were destroyed. 
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Some of the tombstones were used to build fences and latrine floors for the Jordanian army, as 
well as to pave roads. Gravestones more than a thousand years old were destroyed.48  

 The Jordanian government denied Israeli Jews access to the Western Wall when Jordan 
controlled East Jerusalem from 1949-1967. Jews also were barred from the tombs of the 
prophets Samuel and Rabbi Shimon Hatzadik in Jerusalem; the tomb of Rachel located between 
Jerusalem and Bethlehem; and the Cave of the Patriarchs in Hebron.49  

 In October 2000, Palestinians destroyed the compound of Joseph’s Tomb near Nablus. 
Palestinian rioters ransacked the site and set fire to it despite the Palestinian security services’ 
agreement to protect it.50  

 In October 2000, Palestinians attacked and desecrated a Byzantine-era synagogue in Jericho, 
setting it on fire and damaging an ancient mosaic.51  

 Palestinians from Bethlehem and nearby towns have on numerous occasions attacked Rachel’s 
Tomb, near Bethlehem. In September 1996, hundreds of residents of Bethlehem, led by the 
Palestinian Authority-appointed governor of Bethlehem, Muhammad Rashad al-Jabari, attacked 
the tomb and set fire to the scaffolding around it. Other incidents at the site have included 
shooting attacks on Jewish worshippers and security forces as well as petrol bomb attacks.52  

 Following Israel’s withdrawal from all of Gaza in 2005, Palestinian mobs burned down a number 
of synagogues in the former Israeli settlements there. At least four synagogues in the former 
settlements of Morag, Netzarim, Neve Dekalim and Kfar Darom were set on fire.53  

 In February 2008, Palestinian terrorists burned down the Young Men's Christian Association 
(YMCA) library building in Gaza City, kidnapping two guards and destroying hundreds of books.54  

 On Sept. 16 and 17, 2006, Palestinians attacked seven churches in the West Bank and Gaza 
following Pope Benedict XVI’s remarks about Islam.55  
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 Unknown gunmen set fire to the YMCA building in the West Bank town of Qalqilya in September 
2006; in April 2006, gunmen set fire to the outside of the building. Islamic officials accused the 
organization of conducting missionary work and called for the closure of the YMCA in the West 
Bank.56  

 In 2002 during an Israel Defense Forces (IDF) counterterrorism operation in Bethlehem, dozens 
of armed Palestinian militants took over the Church of the Nativity, trapping about 60 clergy in 
the Church.57 

 
Israeli PM Announces Plan to Preserve National and Holy Sites, including 2 in West Bank 
 
Experts available for comment on archaeological and holy sites 
 
United States:  
Jennifer Laszlo Mizrahi, Founder and President, The Israel Project 
Tel.: 202-857-6644 (office) (Washington, D.C.) 
E-mail: jenniferm@theisraelproject.org  
Web site: www.theisraelproject.org  
 
Dr. Mitchell Bard, Executive Director, American-Israeli Cooperative Enterprise 
Tel.: 301-565-3918 (Maryland) 
E-mail: mgbard@aol.com  
Web site: www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org  
 
Hershel Shanks, Editor, Biblical Archaeology Review 
Tel.: 202-966-9888 
Web site: http://www.bib-arch.org/   
 
Prof. Daphne Tsimhoni, Schusterman Visiting Israel Professor, Northeastern University 
Tel.: 617-373-8982 
E-mail: d.tsimhoni@neu.edu  
Contact information valid until June 30, 2010 
 
Israel: 
 
Prof. Yedidia Stern, Bar-Ilan University, Faculty of Law 
Tel.: 972-2-530-0849 (office direct) 
E-mail: sternyz@mail.biu.ac.il   
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Graph courtesy of Israeli Security Agency, Dec. 24, 2009. 

Major Jerusalem Terrorist Attacks since 2000  
In September 2000, the second Palestinian uprising (Intifada) erupted and Israel experienced a wave of 
suicide bombings and other terrorist attacks, in which more than 900 Israeli civilians were killed and 
thousands were wounded.58 As a defensive measure to protect its civilian population from these suicide 
bombings, the Israeli government concluded that a temporary anti-terrorist security fence was the only 
conceivable option to save lives. The Defense Cabinet approved the route for the security fence in June 
2002.59 

Israel’s security fence has been 
extremely effective in preventing 
Palestinian suicide bombers 
entering Israel. At the height of the 
intifada in 2002, 53 suicide 
bombings were carried out. The 
first section of the fence was 
completed in August 2003 and the 
number of suicide bombings 
carried out decreased to 26 for the 
whole of 2003. In 2004, that 
number was reduced further and 
12 bombings were conducted. As 
construction of the fence 
progressed, suicide bombings 
continued to fall, despite the 

ongoing efforts of terrorist 
organizations. In 2005 there were 
eight bombings, in 2006 there were six, and in 2007 and 2008 there was just one bombing per year. No 
suicide bombings occurred in 2009.60 

For suicide bombers and terrorists, Jerusalem is a key target for Palestinian attacks because it is the 
capital of the State of Israel and because of their ability to infiltrate the city’s large Arab population.61 A 
total of 635 terrorist attacks occurred in Jerusalem between September 2000 and October 2005, 30 of 
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which were suicide bombings that killed 174 civilians and wounded 1,643.62 Jerusalem was inflicted by 
more suicide bombings than any other Israel city, 17 bombings alone took place in 2002.63  

Terrorists also perpetrate shooting attacks, stabbings and detonate explosive devises in the form of 
Molotov cocktails in and around Jerusalem. Those attacks are also declining in recent years.64 

The anti-terrorist security fence deters suicide bombers and other terrorists originating in the West Bank 
from perpetrating attacks in Jerusalem. However, a number of attacks are carried out by Palestinian 
residents of East Jerusalem. Terrorists are recruited by Iran-backed Hamas’ Ramallah and Hebron cells, 
and Fatah’s Al-Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigades Bethlehem cell. Residents of the East Jerusalem neighborhood 
Abu Dis were involved in several attacks.65 In 2008, three terrorist attacks in Jerusalem were perpetrated 
by East Jerusalem residents. See below for a list of major Jerusalem terrorist attacks.66 

July 22, 2008: A Palestinian resident of East Jerusalem rammed the bulldozer he was operating into 
pedestrian vehicles on King David Street in Jerusalem, injuring 18 people.  

July 2, 2008: Three people were killed and more than 30 injured when a Palestinian resident of East 
Jerusalem drove the bulldozer he was operating into buses, civilian vehicles and pedestrians on Jaffa 
Road in Jerusalem. One of the victims, Batsheva Unterman, was a mother of a six-month old baby. 

March 6, 2008: A Palestinian resident of East Jerusalem murdered eight students and wounded 11 in a 
shooting attack at an institute for Jewish studies in Jerusalem. 

Aug. 10, 2006: Angelo Frammartino, 24, of Monte Rotondo, Italy was stabbed by an Arab knifeman in 
the back while walking with friends near the Old City's Herod's Gate. He was a volunteer with the 
European non-governmental organization ARCI (Associazione Ricreativa Culturale Italiana - Recreational 
Cultural Italian Association), organizing a summer camp for Arab youth at the Burj al-Luk Luk community 
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center in the Old City of Jerusalem. The Iran-backed terrorist organization Palestinian Islamic Jihad 
claimed responsibility for the attack. 

Sept. 22, 2004: A female suicide bomber killed two Border Policemen and injured 17 Israelis at the 
French Hill junction in northern Jerusalem. Fatah al-Aqsa Martyrs' Brigades claimed responsibility for the 
attack. 

Feb. 22, 2004: Eight people were killed and over 60 wounded, 11 of them school children, in a suicide 
bombing on Jerusalem bus #14A near the Liberty Bell Park. The Fatah Al Aqsa Martyrs' Brigades claimed 
responsibility for the attack, which was carried out by Mohammed Za'ul, from the Bethlehem area.  

Jan. 29, 2004: Eleven people were killed and over 50 wounded, 13 of them seriously, in a suicide 
bombing of an Egged bus #19 at the corner of Aza and Arlozorov streets in Jerusalem. Both the Fatah-
related Al Aqsa Martyrs' Brigades and Iran-backed Hamas claimed responsibility for the attack, naming 
the bomber as Ali Yusuf Jaara, a 24-year-old Palestinian policeman from Bethlehem.  

Sept. 9, 2003: Seven people were killed and over 50 wounded when a suicide bomber at Cafe Hillel on 
Emek Refaim St., the main thoroughfare of the German Colony neighborhood in Jerusalem. Hamas 
claimed responsibility for the attack. 

Aug. 19, 2003: Twenty-three people, including two small children and two infants, were murdered and 
134 wounded when a Palestinian suicide bomber detonated himself on a #2 Egged bus in Jerusalem's 
Shmuel Hanavi neighborhood. Hamas claimed responsibility for the attack. 

June 11, 2003: Seventeen people were killed and over 100 wounded in a suicide bombing on Egged bus 
#14A outside the Klal building on Jaffa Road in the center of Jerusalem. Hamas claimed responsibility for 
the attack. 

May 18, 2003: Seven people were killed and 20 wounded in a suicide bombing on Egged bus #6 near 
French Hill in Jerusalem. Hamas claimed responsibility for the attack. Half an hour later, a second suicide 
bomber was killed when he was intercepted by police at a road block in northern Jerusalem.  

Nov. 21, 2002: Eleven people, including four children, were killed and some 50 wounded by a suicide 
bomber on a #20 Egged bus on Mexico Street in the Kiryat Menahem neighborhood of Jerusalem. The 
bus was filled with passengers, including schoolchildren, traveling toward the center of the city during 
rush hour. Hamas claimed responsibility for the attack. 

July 31, 2002: Nine people - four Israelis and five foreign nationals - were killed and 85 injured, 14 of 
them seriously, when a bomb exploded in the Frank Sinatra student center cafeteria on the Hebrew 
University's Mt. Scopus campus. The explosive device was planted inside the cafeteria, which was gutted 
by the explosion. Hamas claimed responsibility for the attack. 

June 18, 2002: Nineteen people, including two children, were killed and 74 were injured - six seriously - 
in a suicide bombing at the Patt junction in Egged bus #32A traveling from Gilo to the center of 
Jerusalem. The bus, which was completely destroyed, was carrying a number of students on their way to 
school. Hamas claimed responsibility for the attack. 

April 12, 2002: Six people were killed and 104 people were wounded when a female suicide bomber 
detonated a powerful charge at a bus stop on Jaffa road at the entrance to Jerusalem's Mahane Yehuda 
open-air market. The Al-Aqsa Martyrs' Brigades claimed responsibility for the attack.  
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March 9, 2002: Eleven were killed and 54 injured, 10 of them seriously, when a suicide bomber 
exploded at 22:30 PM Saturday night in a crowded cafe at the corner of Aza and Ben-Maimon streets in 
the Rehavia neighborhood in the center of Jerusalem. Hamas claimed responsibility for the attack. 

Dec. 1, 2001: Eleven young people were killed and about 180 injured - 17 seriously - when explosive 
devices were detonated by two suicide bombers close to 11:30 P.M. Saturday night on Ben Yehuda 
Street, the pedestrian mall in the center of Jerusalem. A car bomb exploded nearby 20 minutes later. 
Hamas claimed responsibility for the attack. 

Aug. 9, 2001: Fifteen people were killed, including 7 children, and about 130 were injured in a suicide 
bombing at the Sbarro pizzeria at the corner of King George Street and Jaffa Road in downtown 
Jerusalem. Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad claimed responsibility for the attack. 

Nov. 2, 2000: Two people were killed and 10 injured when a car bomb exploded near the Mahane 
Yehuda market in Jerusalem. Palestinian Islamic Jihad claimed responsibility for the attack. 
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WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΩǎ IŀŘŀǎǎŀƘ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΥ 9ȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ IŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭ 
 
The Hadassah Medical Organization has been, and continues to be, a formative influence in the 
development of Israel’s health care system, and is also one of the world’s leading institutions in 
healthcare. Hadassah operates two medical facilities in Jerusalem – the Hadassah-Hebrew University 
Medical Center at Ein Kerem and the Hadassah University Hospital at Mount Scopus - 67 in addition to 
five schools, out-patients clinics, research facilities and community health centers. Combined, HMO 
facilities treat more than one million patients annually. 68 
 
Hadassah Medical Organization prioritizes clinical and scientific research and is committed to educating 
health care professionals without regard to race, religion or national origin. Half of all medical research 
in Israel is conducted at Hadassah facilities.69   
For more information on Hadassah’s history since its founding in 1912.  

Coexistence Programs in Jerusalem 

Abraham Fund 
The Abraham Fund Initiatives works to advance coexistence, equality and cooperation among Israel’s 
Jewish and Arab citizens by creating and running a number of initiatives, providing strategic projects and 
conducting public education and advocacy. The main idea of the organization is to promote its vision of 
shared citizenship and opportunity for all of Israel’s citizens. 
Contact: Yaakov Abraham, public relations coordinator, Tel.: +972-2-534-9300 ext. 857 or general 
contact, (Israel) +972-2-534-9300; (U.S.) 001-212-661-7770;  
E-mail: info@abrahamfund.org.il   
Web site: http://www.abrahamfund.org  
 
The Abraham Fund’s coexistence programs include: 

ω ! Wƻƛƴǘ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CǳǘǳǊŜ ŦƻǊ !Ǌŀōǎ ŀƴŘ WŜǿǎ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭ 
A forum of academics and educators, Jews and Arabs, interacting over the course of two years to 
develop the Arab education system, develop recommendations and to implement them in practice.  
 
ω Bicycling: Forming A Jewish-Arab Team 
The volunteer bicycling team is operated in collaboration with Samson Bikers Cycling Club and The 
Judean Hills Jewish-Arab Coexistence Association that brings together Jewish and Arab residents in the 
area of the Mate Yehuda Regional Council outside of Jerusalem.  
 
ω ¢ƘŜ /ŜƴǘǊŀƭ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ WŜǿƛǎƘ-Arab Principals Forum for Education for Coexistence 
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A leadership forum of more than 80 Jewish and Arab school principals for coexistence educational 
enrichment, strategy planning and monitoring of their coordinated and separate coexistence 
educational programs.  
 
ω ¢ƘŜ /ƻŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭ  
The goal of the Coexistence Network is to unite coexistence professionals and organizations across 
Israel, between Arabs and Jews in Israel, as well as to create an equal, pluralistic, just and fair society for 
all of the country’s citizens, both Jews and Arabs. Web site: http://www.coexnet.org.il  

Bridges for Peace 
Bridges for Peace works to foster relationships between Christian and Jews worldwide.  It educates 
Christians about Jews and Israel, combat anti-Semitism and support Israel as a Jewish homeland. 
Tel: +972-2-624-5004 
http://www.bridgesforpeace.com/  
 
Christian Friends of Israel 
Christian Friends of Israel is an international evangelical Christian ministry that represents Christians 
who affiliate with the Jewish state through outreach projects and education.  It also assists the 
disadvantaged. 
Contact: International Director, Ray Sanders 
Tel: +972-2-623-3778 
E-mail: cfi@cfijerusalem.org 
Web site: www.CFIJerusalem.net 
 
Citizens Accord Forum 
The Citizens Accord Forum orientated to advance the position of Israeli Arabs in Israeli society through 
“advocacy, education, local and community development, media, and networking. 
Tel: 972-2-673-1118  
E-mail: yachad1@netvision.net.il  
Web site: http://www.caf.org.il/Index.asp   
 
Coexistence on Wheels 
The cycling club of 'LaMitnadev' successfully operates a cycling for coexistence club with Jewish and 
Arab children from the Mateh Yehuda municipality. By bringing together Jewish and Arab children in the 
cycling for coexistence forum we are attempting to break down social barriers and change attitudes.  
Contact Organization Director General, Dror Halevi 
Tel: +972-2-991-9936 
Cell: 972-50-376-6067 
E-mail: lmtndv@zahav.net.il 
Web site: http://www.lamitnadev.org.il/EN/?view=projects&id=8 
 
The Ecumenical Theological Research Fraternity in Israel 
ETRFI concerns itself with Christian-Jewish dialogue in Israel and is an umbrella organization for 
Christians in Israel with a range of members from all the historic churches. It works with various 
Christian and Jewish organization and institutions in Israel 
Contact: Executive Secretary, Rev. Dr. Petra Heldt 
Tel: +972-2-673-5423 
E-mail: admin@etrfi.org 

http://www.coexnet.org.il/
mailto:yachad1@netvision.net.il
http://www.caf.org.il/Index.asp
mailto:admin@etrfi.org
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Web site: http://www.etrfi.org/ 
 
Hadassah Hospital 
Hadassah Medical Organization has two hospitals in Jerusalem – the Hadassah-Hebrew University 
Medical Center at Ein Kerem and the Hadassah University Hospital at Mount Scopus.  The staff of 
Hadassah Medical Organization comprises of Jews, Israeli Arabs and Palestinians.  Doctors at Hadassah 
work side by side without regard for race, religion or ethnic origin.  Jewish doctors also treat Palestinian 
children from the West Bank and Gaza.  
Contact: Barbara Sofer, Director of Public Relations for Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist Organization of 
America. 
Tel: +972-50-894-6206 
Email: bsofer@hadassah.org  
Website: http://www.hadassah.org.il/english 
 
IŀƴŘ ƛƴ IŀƴŘ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎ ό¸ŀŘ .Ω¸ŀŘύ 
Hand in Hand Schools is a program which has founded bi-lingual schools in Jerusalem and the Galilee 
region for which there is a Jewish and Arab principal for each school. The idea is to build understanding, 
friendship and peace through educational methods. According to the project, there is one Jewish and 
one Arab teacher jointly leading each class. Classes are composed evenly of Jewish and Arab students, 
who learn each other’s language and culture. 
Tel:+ 972-2-673-5356 
Email: info@handinhand.org.il  
Web site: http://www.handinhand12.org/  
 
Hapoel Jerusalem Youth Program 
Hapoel Jerusalem Youth Program believes understanding can be reached through sports. Hapoel 
Jerusalem Youth Program has a three-stage strategy: This program provides training for Arab coaches 
and joins them with teams from Jewish Public Schools in training and classes. 
Web site: http://www.maxexchange.com/mpdn/hjyp.htm  
 
I Am You Are 
Since the summer of 1999, the Department of Education at the Jerusalem Cinematheque has offered 
the I AM YOU ARE workshop, which considers issues of identity and coexistence between Israeli and 
Palestinian youth from Jerusalem and its surroundings. The workshops bring together teens between 
the ages of 15-17 - Jews and Arabs, boys and girls,  observant and secular - who have basic knowledge of 
film, television, and art; and who wish to experience self-expression through filmmaking.  
Contact: Lia van Leer Founder and Director, Jerusalem Cinematheque 
Tel: +972-2-565-4333 
E-mail: gillim@jer-cin.org.il  
Web site: http://iamyouare.org 
 
Interfaith Encounter Association 
The Interfaith Encounter Association is dedicated to promoting peace in the Middle East through 
interfaith dialogue and cross-cultural study. Projects include Youth Interfaith Encounter in Jerusalem 
that fosters dialogue between youths of different faiths. 
Contact: Director, Dr. Yehuda Stolov 
Tel: +972-2-651-0520. 
E-mail: yehuda@interfaith-encounter.org 

mailto:info@handinhand.org.il
http://www.handinhand12.org/
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Website: http://www.interfaith-encounter.org/index.htm 
 
International Christian Embassy Jerusalem 
The International Christian Embassy in Jerusalem represents Christians from over 125 countries who 
wish to express solidarity with Israel.  It informs and educates worldwide against anti-Semitism.  
Contact: Executive Director, Malcolm Hedding. 
Tel: +972-2-539-9700 
Website: http://www.icej.org/ 
 
Interreligious Coordinating Council in Israel 
The Interreligious Coordinating Council in Israel (ICCI) works to foster reconciliation, coexistence and 
understanding between the three faiths.  It works with youth, women and religiously leaders to achieve 
its objectives. 
Contact: Director, Rabbi Dr. Ron Kronish 
Tel: +972-2-561-1899 
Email: communications@icci.org.il         
Website: http://www.icci.co.il/  
 
IPCRI - Israel Palestine Center For Research And Information 
The Israel/Palestine Center for Research and Information (IPCRI) is a joint institution of Israelis and 
Palestinians dedicated to resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict on the basis of the two-states for two 
peoples" solution. IPCRI therefore advocates for the rights of the Jewish and the Palestinian people to 
fulfill their national interests within the framework of achieving national self-determination within two 
separate states and by establishing peaceful relations between them. 
Contact: Dr. Gershon Baskin, CEO, gershon@ipcri.org  
Ms. Hanna Siniora, CEO, hanna@ipcri.org  
Tel.: +972-2-676-9460 
Web site: http://www.ipcri.org  
 
Jerusalem Circus 
The Jerusalem Circus is a non-profit organization created in 1994 by Elisheva Yortner to develop the 
circus arts in Israel. The circus serves as a tool for dialogue and shared Jewish-Arab artistic creativity, 
and as a unique platform for encounters between Jewish and Arab/Palestinian residents of East and 
West Jerusalem, who rehearse together and work as a team to reach their common goal – to put on a 
circus performance. The Jerusalem circus runs both a “Circus School” and a performance troupe which 
performs in Israel and abroad. The Jewish-Arab Youth Circus is a program which helps Arab and Jewish 
youth to bridge the gap between their cultures by training and playing together on the flying trapeze, 
unicycles and juggling acts. 
Contact Elisheva Tobiass 
Tel:+ 972-52-339-7248 
Contact Basem, The Abraham Fund Initiatives  
Tel: +972 2 534 9300 (Israel) 
Email: info@abrahamfund.org    
 
Jerusalem Foundation 
The Jerusalem Foundation seeks to create a fair and honest living environment for all residents of 
Jerusalem of different backgrounds. The Jerusalem Foundation has developed an agenda around three 
areas: community empowerment and economic independence; coexistence, cultural life and creativity. 

mailto:gershon@ipcri.org
mailto:hanna@ipcri.org
http://www.ipcri.org/
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The foundation funds a “peace kindergarten” for Arab and Jewish children and trains community leaders 
in a course called “Managing Coexistance”. 
Contact: Nomi Yeshua,  
Tel.: +972-2- 675-1745 or general contact +972-2-675-1711 
E-mail: info@jerusalem-foundation.org  
Web site: http://www.jerusalemfoundation.org/index.aspx  
 
Jerusalem Inter-Cultural Center 
The Jerusalem Inter-Cultural Center was established to help Jerusalem residents become involved in 
shaping their city. Projects include community dialogue and Jewish/Arab cooperation, the Arabic-
Hebrew Studies Center in Jerusalem and the Speaking Arts Conference in cooperation with the Jewish 
Foundation. 
Contact: Dr. Hagai Agmon-Snir - Director 
Tel: +972-2-672-8040 
E-mail: JICC@jicc.org.il  
Web site: http://www.jicc.org.il/ 
 
New Israel Fund 
The New Israel Fund (NIF) is committed to democratic change within Israel.  Through its action arm, 
SHATIL, it mentors, trains and leads Israeli civil society in an ongoing struggle to empower the 
underprivileged.   Its Jerusalem office awards grants to organizations that work for social change. 
Tel: +972-2-244-5000 (Israel ); +972-2-672-3597 (Shatil, Israel) 
E-mail: nif@nif.org.il; shatil@shatil.nif.org.il  
Web site: http://www.nif.org/ 
 
Sikkuy: The Association for the Advancement of Civic Equality in Israel 
The goal of Sikkuy, a non profit, non partisan NGO,  is to provide civic equality to both Jews and Arabs in 
Israel through the values of equality, shared citizenship and human dignity. 
Tel: +972-2-654-1225  
E-mail: jerusalem@sikkuy.org.il   
Web site: http://www.sikkuy.org.il/english/home.html   
 
TRUST-Emun 
TRUST-Emun is an Israeli non-profit organization concerned with interfaith dialogue between all faiths.  
Programs include dialogue, education and social events. 
Contact: Director, Elana Rozenman 
Tel: +972-2-674-9698 
Email: info@trust-emun.org  
Website: http://www.trust-emun.org/  
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Illegal Development and Other Construction Activity in Jerusalem  
 

The process for acquiring building permits in East Jerusalem neighborhoods is the same for Arabs and 
Jews,70 and Israel’s High Court has ruled that Muslims, Christians and Jews alike can purchase land in all 
parts of the city.71  Jerusalem’s Arab population grew from 26 percent in 1967 to 35 percent of the city’s 
population in 2007.72  
 
Although Israel is frequently charged with attempting to alter Jerusalem’s demography by reining in 
illegal housing, Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat said Nov. 17, 2008, "Israeli law does not discriminate 
between Jews, Muslims, and Christians or between eastern and western Jerusalem.”73  

The Israeli government announced Dec. 28, 2009 it had approved the construction of 1,192 new housing 
units for both Arab and Jewish residents of East Jerusalem; 500 housing units were authorized in the 
East Jerusalem neighborhood of Silwan for the Arab population, and 692 housing units were authorized 
for the mostly Jewish neighborhoods of Har Homa, Neve Yaakov and Pisgat Zeev.74  

The majority of the land on which Neve Yaakov and Har Homa are built was purchased by Jewish 
organizations or individuals before the State of Israel was established in 1948, or was legally acquired by 
the Israeli government post-1967.75 

Illegal Construction 
 
The Palestinian leadership has actively encouraged and subsidized illegal building as part of a strategic 
demographic battle to the extent that Arab construction in Jerusalem has actually outpaced Jewish 
construction since 1967.76 
 
Promotion of Illegal Construction by the Palestinian Authority 
 
The Palestinian Authority (PA) has orchestrated a well-funded campaign of illegal construction in East 
Jerusalem. A PA official stated that in a four-year period Palestinians had built 6,000 houses without 
permits.77 Of these, less than 200, or 3.3 percent, were taken down by Israel.78 
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In July 2009, the head of Israel’s internal security agency, Yuval Diskin, exposed the PA’s demographic 
battle when he reported on its efforts to prevent Arabs from selling land to Jews in Jerusalem. He said 
the PA and its security forces work actively to thwart Palestinians from selling land to Jews, especially in 
East Jerusalem.79  
 
In 2002, Dr. Sari Nusseibei, the PA Commissioner for Jerusalem Affairs, estimated that Arab 
Jerusalemites would need about 20,000 housing units to provide for  natural growth through 2020. But 
since 1999, the Jerusalem Municipality had already approved plans authorizing more than 33,000 units 
through 2020.80 In spite of this, the PA continues to support illegal building in Jerusalem, as illustrated by 
the following examples: 

 The PA offers to pay fines and legal fees of Palestinians who build illegally. In 2000, the PA 
received at least 38 requests for financial aid to build illegally. Some wanted help in expanding 
or renovating housing units that were at risk of demolition. Others appealed for help because 
they were building on the border of a Jewish neighborhood to prevent its expansion. The 
documented requests show that the PA regularly comes to the aid of Arab Jerusalemites who 
build illegally.81  

 In 2000, the PA’s Governor of the Jerusalem District, Jamil Othman Nasser, wrote to Yasser 
Arafat saying “any Arab who builds in Jerusalem has accomplished a national act of the highest 
order.”82 He stated that such a stance ensures the Arabization of Jerusalem and protects their 
land from invasion by Jewish settlers. Nasser then asked Arafat to follow through on paying the 
fines for the illegal construction.83  

Promotion of Illegal Construction by Other Entities and Countries 
 
Illegal building is not solely funded by the PA. There is a concerted effort by the PLO, some Gulf States 
and Palestinian millionaires such as Abd al-Majid Shuman and Munib al-Masri, to buy property and fund 
illegal construction for Jerusalem’s Arabs in the eastern part of the city. The Jerusalem Treasury Fund in 
Morocco has been active in this endeavor as has The Jerusalem Foundation for Development and 
Investment, based in Jordan.  
 
Several similar foundations exist in Saudi Arabia, and donations from Qatar helped finance the recent 
construction of 58 Arab housing units in East Jerusalem’s Beit Hanina neighborhood. In addition: 

 PA Housing Minister Zaharia El-Ahia said in 1995 that the PA had disbursed $30 million, received 
from Saudi Arabia, to Arab Jerusalemites to build 10,000 new apartments and make additions to 
existing buildings. The PA gave aid to people regardless of whether they had building permits.84  
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 Sheikh Hassan Tahboob, the PA’s minister of the Waqf and religious affairs, coordinated a 
$1,144,000 donation from the World Bank for Islamic Development in 1996. The money was 
used to carry out additions and renovations to 850 buildings in Jerusalem without acquiring 
building permits. 85 

 In 1996, the Palestinian National Congress approved objectives to raise money from Arab 
countries and individuals to support development and construction and to protect the Old City 
from becoming totally Jewish.86  

 In October 1996, PA Minister for Jerusalem Affairs Faisal Husseini requested financial assistance 
from political leaders of Qatar and Saudi Arabia for 10,000 housing units in Jerusalem. The two 
countries pledged tens of millions of dollars “as a token of support to the intifada against Israeli 
occupation.”87  

Both Arabs and Jews have the same rates of application approval, wait four to six weeks for their 
permits to be approved and pay the same fee ($3,600) for sewage and water installation.88 
 
Evictions 
 
Israel carries out evictions based on legal rulings decided by its justice system.89 Said Spokesman for the 
Israeli Prime Minister Mark Regev, “The Israeli court system is independent and professional…Many 
times [the courts rule in favor of] the Palestinian side if they think that's where the justice is …”90  
 
Indeed, Jerusalem Mayor Barkat announced in February 2010 that he would carry out a court order to 
evacuate Jewish residents of Beit Yehonatan – a 7-storey building in Silwan – because the building 
lacked the proper permits.91 
 
Sheikh Jarrah 
 
In August 2009, an Israeli court ruled to evict residents of homes in Jerusalem’s Sheikh Jarrah 
neighborhood, because the Arab tenants refused to pay rent on the property to the legal owners.92 Two 
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Jewish organizations had legally purchased the property in the late 1800s but were dispossessed of it 
during the 1948 Arab-Israeli War when Jordan took over eastern Jerusalem.93  
 
The situation is complicated by the fact that Jordan expropriated the land after the war and built homes 
there, promising future ownership to Palestinian families.94 When the property reverted to Israeli 
control following Jordan’s defeat in the 1967 Six-Day War, Israel nonetheless granted the resident Arab 
families “protected tenant” status, but the families failed to pay rent.95  
 
Illegal Structures  
 
Israel usually demolishes illegal buildings only in severe cases, such as when a structure is built illegally 
on roadbeds or on land designated for public institutions such as schools and clinics.96  
 
In recent years, about a third of illegal housing structures have been taken down out in Jewish parts of 
Jerusalem.97 The municipality applies the same criteria for illegal Jewish and Arab structures.98 In 2009, 
home demolitions conducted by the Jerusalem municipality decreased by 25 percent.99  
 
One reason for the greater number of illegal structures in Arab neighborhoods is that construction there 
usually involves entire multi-floor buildings, frequently with 4 – 25 living units. In Jewish neighborhoods, 
illegal construction exists, but it more often takes the form of additions onto pre-existing legal 
structures. 100 
 
Silwan  
 
In the Al Bustan area of the Silwan neighborhood which sits near the Temple Mount/Haram al-Sharif 
(Noble Sanctuary),101 demolition orders were issued in August 2009 for a number of homes because 
they violate a late-1970s municipality decision designating the area as “green,” where construction is 
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prohibited. Despite the four-decade-old zoning restrictions, the municipality did not issue demolition 
orders for several homes built before 1992.102 
 
In Silwan, also referred to as Emek Hamelech (Valley of the Kings) archeologists have discovered parts of 
the ancient city of Jerusalem in the vicinity. There is also evidence to indicate that the palace of King 
David and parts of the original city of Jerusalem are located at this site. Due to the area’s archaeological 
importance, Emek Hamelech is, according to the Jerusalem Municipality not intended for residential 
development but rather is intended to be an open public space.103 
 
In 2003, a survey of Emek Hamelech carried out by the Jerusalem municipality found that 88 illegal 
buildings had been constructed in the area. The policy of Jerusalem’s municipality is to issue 
administrative orders halting the construction of illegal buildings before construction begins and during 
construction if need be. Despite the fact that clear municipal instructions are often issued before 
construction begins, illegal construction is frequently initiated and continues unhindered. Since the 2003 
survey, additional illegal structures have been erected and orders of demolition were subsequently 
issued.104  
 
Since the beginning of 2009, 28 illegal buildings have been demolished, 11 in West Jerusalem and 17 in 
East Jerusalem. The Jerusalem Municipality asserts that its policies regarding illegal construction are 
based on the law alone and have no other considerations. The municipality stated “There is no, and 
there never will be, a policy by the Municipality of Jerusalem or Mayor Barkat that discriminates 
between different sectors living in Jerusalem.” 105 
 
The municipality of Jerusalem decided to waive legal actions against buildings erected in the Emek 
Hamelech region prior to 1992. However, the municipality said that it will pursue legal actions against 
those structures in which legal orders were given during the time-frame in which they were constructed. 
The Jerusalem municipality’s policy of enforcing law against illegal building and preserving the Emek 
Hamelech region has been upheld by Israel’s High Court. Additionally, the District Committee of the 
Ministry of the Interior has upheld the designation of the area as an open and public space.106  
 
Mayor of Jerusalem, Nir Barkat, said that he is open to deliberations with other parties and is confident 
that an agreement can be reached. A senior municipal met with residents in 2009 to discuss the issue.107 
Negotiations are ongoing and residents of Silwan have already been offered alternative land for 
construction in the East Jerusalem neighborhood of Beit Hanina and other areas of the city.108  
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The City of David (Ir David) 
 
Silwan is also the location of the City of David (Ir David in Hebrew), believed to be Jerusalem’s oldest site 
where the biblical King David first established the city. Beneath the city, excavators have discovered 
tunnels and fortresses as well as archaeological artifacts.109 Baron de Rothschild purchased considerable 
land in the area at the turn of the last century, and today the Ir David Foundation is active in purchasing 
more of the property for residential housing, archeological preservation and tourism.110  Arabs who 
choose to sell their homes to Jewish families do so consensually, often for large payouts.111  
 
The Shepherd Hotel 
 
Irving Moskowitz, an American-Jewish businessman and philanthropist, has financed a significant 
number of housing projects for Jewish residents in East Jerusalem.112 In 1985, one of Moskowitz’s firms 
purchased the Shepherd Hotel, an abandoned building in Sheikh Jarrah, from the Israeli government.113  
 
The Shepherd Hotel was originally built by the mufti of Jerusalem and was then transferred to British, 
Jordanian, and finally Israeli control after the Six-Day War. Plan 2591, a zoning plan for Sheikh Jarrah 
approved by the Jerusalem District Committee of the Interior Ministry in 1982, designated Shepherd 
Hotel for residential purposes. More recently, Moskowitz petitioned for a construction permit to build 
20 apartments on the land, which the municipality approved in July 2009.114  
 
Quotes on Illegal Building 
 
Faisal Husseini, PA Minister for Jerusalem Affairs, June 1997: 
 
“The Palestinian program is to create a Palestinian belt around the Israeli belt [of post-1967 new 
Jerusalem neighborhoods]…The most important Palestinian challenge is building, even without 
permits.”115 
 
Khalid Tufakji, a Palestinian demographer who worked in the PLO headquarters in Jerusalem, September 
1998: 
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“We can build inside Jerusalem, legal, illegal - rebuild a house, whatever we can do. Maybe we lose ten 
houses, but in the end we build 40 more houses in East Jerusalem.”116 

The Security Fence in Jerusalem 
 
 Starting in September 2000, Israel experienced a wave of suicide bombings in which more than 300 

people died. Scores of others died from shooting attacks and other forms of terrorism. In light of 
these attacks, the government decided to erect a fence to keep terrorists away from Israel’s 
population centers.  Once completed, 6% of the structure will be made of concrete, with most of the 
portion running through Jerusalem constructed with concrete. 
 

 Israel’s security fence has been extremely effective in preventing Palestinian suicide bombers 
entering Israel. At the height of the intifada in 2002, 60 suicide bombings were carried out. The first 
section of the barrier was completed in August 2003 and the number of suicide bombings carried 
out decreased to 23 for the whole of 2003. In 2004, that number was reduced further and 15 
bombings were conducted. As construction of the barrier progressed, suicide bombings continued 
to fall, despite the ongoing efforts of terrorist organizations. In 2005 there were seven bombings, in 
2006 there were four, and in 2007 and 2008 there was just one bombing per year. 

 The projected length of the security fence is 450 miles (723 km). As of July 2009, 256 miles (413 km) 
of the barrier have been completed and 45 miles (73 km) are under construction. Construction on 
138 miles (223 km) has yet to be started.117 Once the project is completed, the portion of the 
concrete sections will be 6% of the entire barrier, approximately 19 miles (30 km).118 

 The design of the security fence in the areas where it is a chain-link fence requires a 50-meter wide 
area for the various components of the system, such as the patrol road, dirt track and barbed wire. 
This design means that is impossible to construct in densely populated urban areas. Thus, in most 
sections of Jerusalem, a wall is used instead of the chain-link fence.119 

 Route in the Jerusalem Area - Although construction in the Jerusalem area began in 2003, as of 
August 2008, approximately 30% of the fence in the Jerusalem area remained unfinished.120  

The fence stays north and east respectively of the Jewish neighborhoods of Neve Yaakov and Pisgat 
Ze’ev in north Jerusalem, leaving Al-Ram, Hizma, Anata and the Shuafat refugee camp on the Palestinian 
side of the barrier but Beit Hanina and the neighborhood of Shuafat itself on the western side. The 
Jewish neighborhoods of Ramot, Ramat Shlomo., Ramat Eshkol and French Hill will be west of the 
barrier. The planned route will continue eastward to include Ma’aleh Adumim, although this section is 
yet to be built. The barrier will then cut back westward with Al-Eizariya, Abu Dis, As-Sawahira and 
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Eizariya on the Palestinian side and Silwan, Abu Tor, Jabal Mukaber and Sur Bahir on the western side.  It 
then turn westwards, with Har Homa and Har Gilo on the Israeli side of the barrier and Beit Sahur and 
Beit Jala on the Palestinian side.121 
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East Jerusalem under Jordanian Rule, 1949-1967 and Desecration of Holy Sites 
 

At the conclusion of the Israeli War of Independence in 1949, control of Jerusalem was split between 
Israel and Jordan, with Israel controlling the western part of the city and Jordan controlling the east.  
 
Jordan formally annexed East Jerusalem on April 24, 1950, subjecting it to Jordanian law. Jordanian rule 
of East Jerusalem was marked by stagnation in population growth and general development of the 
city:122  

 While the population of Amman increased five-fold during this period, East Jerusalem 
underwent zero population growth. Population boomed in all other West Bank towns.123 
 

 The economy stagnated and thousands of residents left the city. 124 
 

 No Arab or foreign leaders, other than King Hussein of Jordan, visited East Jerusalem during 
Jordanian rule. 125 
 

 Jerusalem was subordinated to the Jordanian capital of Amman, all Jerusalem government 
offices (except for tourism) were shut down and local institutions were either closed or moved 
to Amman. 126 
 

 East Jerusalem’s Municipal Council issued two formal complaints against Jordanian 
discrimination towards the city. 127 
 

Between 1948 - 1967, when Jordan controlled East Jerusalem and the West Bank, 58 synagogues in the 
Old City’s Jewish quarter were demolished or desecrated. Roughly 38,000 Jewish tombstones on the 
Mount of Olives, a Jewish cemetery just east of the Old City, were destroyed. Some of the tombstones 
were used to build fences and latrine floors for the Jordanian army, as well as to pave roads. 
Gravestones more than a thousand years old were destroyed.128  
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The Jordanian government denied Israeli Jews access to the Western Wall when Jordan controlled East 
Jerusalem from 1949-1967. Jews also were barred from the tombs of the prophets Samuel and Rabbi 
Shimon Hatzadik in Jerusalem; the tomb of Rachel located between Jerusalem and Bethlehem; and the 
Cave of the Patriarchs in Hebron.129  

Table of Population of East Jerusalem and West Bank Cities, 1947-1967 

 1947 1967 % increase 

Jenin 4,000 8,346 109 

Nablus 23,250 41,537 78 

Tulkarm 8,000 10,157 27 

Qalqilya 5,850 8,922 52 

Ramallah 5,000 12,030 141 

El Bira 2,920 9,568 228 

East 
Jerusalem* 

65,000 65,857 ------- 

Bethlehem 9,000 14,439 60 

Beit Jala 3,700 6,041 63 

Hebron 24,600 38,091 55 

Jericho 3,000 5,200 73 

        *Comprising those parts of Jerusalem annexed in 1967 to “Greater Jerusalem”130 

 
Freedom of Religion 
 

 Dozens of religious sites in the Old City were desecrated. Fifty-eight synagogues were destroyed 
or ruined. Thousands of tombstones on the Mount of Olives were uprooted in order to build 
fences and latrines for the Jordanian army.131 
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 Harsh restrictions were placed on access to Jerusalem’s holy sites. Jewish residents of Israel 
were barred from visiting holy sites and access for Israeli Christians was severely limited.132  

 
East Jerusalem Under Israeli Rule (1967-present) 

 

 When Israel took control of East Jerusalem in June 1967 the boundaries of Jerusalem were 
extended to include surrounding Arab villages such 
as Shuafat and Beit Hanina. This immediately 
tripled Jerusalem’s size and added some 66,000 
residents to the population, for a total of 266,000. 
Since 1967, the population of Jerusalem has 
increased by 275 percent (total increase of 
463,400), and in 1975, Jerusalem became Israel’s 
largest city.133 

 
) 

 
 

  

  

 ] 
Courtesy of Passia 
 

 When Israel took control of Jerusalem on June 7, 1967, Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Dayan 
made the following statement at the Western Wall:  

 
“To our Arab neighbors we extend, also at this hour - and with added emphasis at this hour - our 
hand in peace. And to our Christian and Muslim fellow citizens, we solemnly promise full 
religious freedom and rights. We did not come to Jerusalem for the sake of other peoples' Holy 
Places, and not to interfere with the adherents of other faiths, but in order to safeguard its 
entirety, and to live there together with others, in unity.”134  
 

 On June 27, 1967, the Israeli Knesset (Parliament) passed the Protection of Holy Places Law: 
 

“It is my pleasure to inform you that the Holy Places in Jerusalem are now open to all who wish 
to worship at them - members of all faiths, without discrimination. The Government of Israel has 
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made it a cardinal principle of its policy to preserve the Holy Places, to ensure their religious and 
universal character, and to guarantee free access.”135 

 

 

Strategic Importance of Jerusalem 
 

Jerusalem’s strategic importance derives from its high altitude and central location. The city borders the 
West Bank and lies about 30 miles from both the Jordanian border and the Mediterranean coast.136 
From the east, it dominates the approach to Israel’s Central District, or Merkaz, from its elevation 2,657 
feet (810 meters) above sea level.137  
 
About 40 percent of Israel’s population, or 3 million people, live in the Merkaz District.138 Control of 
Jerusalem is important for the strategic defense of this population, including Tel Aviv, Cholon, Petach 
Tikvah and other high-density population areas. 
 
Before 1967, Israel’s military was concerned about being split in two at its narrow waist due to the 
country’s lack of “strategic depth.” Strategic depth is the military concept which refers to the distance of 
a potential military front line from the civilian population and industrial centers of a country. Israel, at its 
narrowest point is seven miles. The state of war that existed between Egypt and Jordan, and still exists 
with Syria, Lebanon and other neighbors, meant that the country’s military establishment was always 
particularly worried about the lack of strategic depth.139 
 
Following the Six Day War, Israel annexed East Jerusalem and took control of the West Bank, providing 
the country with the strategic depth against Jordan, Syria and Egypt that it never had before.140 If a 
Palestinian state is created in the West Bank, Israel would lose this geostrategic advantage and 
Jerusalem would resume its border city status. Because of its strategic importance, control of Jerusalem 
helps Israel maintain security for its citizens in light of the country’s geostrategic vulnerabilities.  
 

The March 2010 Riots in Jerusalem 
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Since the prospect of indirect peace talks between Israel and the Palestinians broke down last week, 

senior Palestinian politicians and clergy have made inflammatory statements and called for a “Day of 

Rage” Tuesday (March 16) that prompted riots and violence in Jerusalem. In the meantime, Jewish and 

Muslim religious leaders in East Jerusalem held an historic meeting in which they agreed to work 

towards reconciliation and peace.141  

During the “Day of Rage” approximately 49 Arab residents of Israel and East Jerusalem were injured in 

confrontations Tuesday with Israeli security forces. Most of those injured were treated for minor 

wounds.142 

Leaders from Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas’ Fatah party, Iran-backed Hamas, as well 

as religious officials had called earlier this week for Israeli Arabs and Arab residents of East Jerusalem to 

converge on Jerusalem to riot against Israel and Jews and “protect” the al-Aqsa mosque on the Temple 

Mount. The leaders and officials said Israel was endangering the mosque but offered no evidence for 

their claims..143  

Senior Palestinian Authority and Fatah official Khatem Abdel Kader called for Arabs to “converge on al 

Aksa to save it” from “Israeli attempts to destroy the mosque and replace it with the *Jewish+ temple.” 

144 On March 14, Fatah Central Committee member Mohammed Dahlan called on Israeli Arabs and Arab 

residents of East Jerusalem to go to the al-Aqsa mosque to “protect it from the Jews.”145 

U.S. State Department Spokesman Philip Crowley said March 15, “We are deeply disturbed by 

statements made by several Palestinian officials mischaracterizing the event in question” referring to 

the dedication of the Hurva Synagogue on Monday (March 15). “We call upon Palestinian officials to put 
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an end to such incitement,” he added. The synagogue is located in the Jewish section of Jerusalem’s 

walled Old City.146  

On March 15, Rabbi Ari Smaja of the Ramat Shlomo community met with the mukhtar (communal 

leader) of Shuefat, the adjacent Arab neighborhood. At the meeting, both sides expressed a desire to 

calm tensions in the city. Said Israeli journalist Shmuel Ben-Atar, who attended the meeting, "There was 

never a meeting like this...if the rabbis and sheiks ran the state – there would have been peace a long 

time ago." Ramat Shlomo is the neighborhood where an Israeli minister last week announced the 

construction of new homes during Vice President Joe Biden’s visit.147  

Examples of Incitement 

March 16: Hamas issued a statement calling for a “Day of Rage” on Tuesday and calling on Israeli Arabs 

and Arab residents of East Jerusalem to go to the al-Aqsa mosque on the Temple Mount.148 

March 15: Hamas leader Mahmoud al-Zahar encouraged Palestinians to respond to “Israel's crimes and 

protect the sites that are holy to Muslims and Christians from the Zionists' racist onslaught.” 

He also said Palestinians should observe five moments of silence “for Israel's disappearance and to 

identify with Jerusalem and the al-Aqsa Mosque.” He added that Israel is “destined to be destroyed. 

You've made a deal with the devil and with destruction itself – just like your synagogue.”149 

March 15: Palestinian Supreme Sharia judge Sheikh Tayseer Tamimi issued a statement calling on 

“Palestinian people everywhere, especially those who live in Jerusalem and in other cities inside Israel,” 

to go to Jerusalem to “protect” the al-Aqsa Mosque from Jewish groups.150 

March 15: PLO Executive Committee member Ahmad Qurei raised the spectre of an “intifada.” He also 

stated “Jerusalem is exposed to an unprecedented danger which targets its land, people, holy sites, 
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heritage and history” and that the dedication of the Hurva Synagogue is a “dangerous program” for 

“Judaizing” Jerusalem in order to falsify history.151 

March 14: Khatem Abdel Kader, a senior Palestinian Authority and Fatah official with responsibility for 

Jerusalem, called for Israeli Arabs and Arab residents of East Jerusalem to “converge on al Aksa to save 

it” from “Israeli attempts to destroy the mosque and replace it with the *Jewish+ temple.” Kader offered 

no evidence for his claim.152 

March 11 - At a ceremony on Thursday (March 11) honouring Dalal Mughrabi, a female Palestinian 

terrorist who led an attack in which 37 civilians were killed, Fatah Central Committee member Tawfiq 

Tirawi said “We are all Dalal Mughrabi” and that “For us she is not a terrorist... *but+ a fighter who 

fought for the liberation of her own land.”153 

Feb. 28: Hamas spokesman Fawzi Barhoum called on Palestinians “to continue the intifada and the 

anger that began in Hebron, Jerusalem and throughout Palestinian lands.” He also called for a “popular, 

Arab and Islamic uprising.”154 

 

                                                      
151

 “Qrei'a fears Intifada if Israeli policy persists,” Ma’an News Agency, March 15, 2010, 
http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=268980  
152

 Abu Toameh, Khaled, “PA calls Arabs to ‘defend al Aksa’,” The Jerusalem Post, March 14, 2010, 
http://www.jpost.com/Israel/Article.aspx?id=170950  
153

 Kershner, Isabel, “Palestinians Honor a Figure Reviled in Israel as a Terrorist,” The New York Times, March 11, 
2010, http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/12/world/middleeast/12westbank.html  
154

 “Hamas, Jihad urge escalation of protests,” Ma’an News Agency, Feb., 2, 2010, 
http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=264908  

http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=268980
http://www.jpost.com/Israel/Article.aspx?id=170950
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/03/12/world/middleeast/12westbank.html
http://www.maannews.net/eng/ViewDetails.aspx?ID=264908


 
38 

Background on the Hurva Synagogue in the Old City of Jerusalem 
 

The Hurva Synagogue in the Old City of Jerusalem will be rededicated Monday (March 15).155  

Jerusalem’s Jewish residents completed the synagogue in 1864, originally named the Bet Yaakov 

Synagogue, but it was destroyed in 1948 by Jordanian forces.156  

It is located in the Jewish Quarter of the Old City, more than a thousand feet (three hundred meters) 

west of the Western Wall, the Temple Mount compound and the al-Aqsa Mosque (see map). 

Map courtesy of Google Earth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                      
155

 Morris, Benny, “1948: The First Arab Israeli War,” Yale University Press 2008, p.219 
156

 Lefkovits, Etgar, “Hurva Synagogue restoration nears completion,” The Jerusalem Post, March 28, 2008, 
http://web.archive.org/web/20080403070951/http://www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1206632351868&page
name=JPost/JPArticle/Printer; “The Hurva Synagogue,” The Company for the Reconstruction and Development of 
Jewish Quarter in the Old City of Jerusalem, http://www.jewish-quarter.org.il/atar-hurva.asp. Accessed March 15, 
2010  

http://web.archive.org/web/20080403070951/http:/www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1206632351868&pagename=JPost/JPArticle/Printer
http://web.archive.org/web/20080403070951/http:/www.jpost.com/servlet/Satellite?cid=1206632351868&pagename=JPost/JPArticle/Printer
http://www.jewish-quarter.org.il/atar-hurva.asp


 
39 

The synagogue is not located near the Temple Mount compound. Nevertheless, a senior Palestinian 

leader is inciting unrest in response to the rededication. Khatem Abd el-Kader, a Fatah official with 

responsibility for Jerusalem, encouraged Palestinians to “converge on al Aksa to save it” from “Israeli 

attempts to destroy the mosque and replace it with the [Jewish] temple.”157 He called the Hurva 

synagogue rededication a “provocation,” cautioning that Israel is “playing with fire.”158 

During the Israeli War of Independence of 1948-1949, the Jordanian Arab Legion besieged the Old City 

of Jerusalem, defeated the Jewish forces and expelled the 1,200 residents of the Jewish Quarter in May 

1948.159  

Between 1948 and 1967, Jordanian forces destroyed 58 synagogues in the Jewish quarter of the Old City 

and destroyed 38,000 Jewish tombstones on the Mount of Olives. Some of the tombstones were used to 

build fences and floor latrines for the Jordanian army as well as to pave roads. Gravestones that were 

more than 1,000 years old were destroyed. Access to the Western Wall and other places of worship was 

denied to Israeli Jews by the government of Jordan and only very limited access was granted to Israeli 

Christians to visit Christian holy sites.160 

Construction on the synagogue originally began in the early 1700s but the unfinished building was 

destroyed in an Arab riot when the Jewish community which was building the synagogue could not keep 

up payments for it. In 1978, a memorial arc was erected over the Hurva Synagogue, which remained in 

place until the reconstruction began in 2005. Funding for the project was provided by the government 

and a private donor.161 
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/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ {ƛǘŜǎ ±ǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ 5ƛǎǇǳǘŜŘ ¢ŜǊǊƛǘƻǊƛŜǎ 
Israeli PM Announces Plan to Preserve National and Holy Sites, including 2 in West Bank 
 
List of religious sites holy to Christians already or potentially under Palestinian control 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu announced Feb. 21, 2010 that he would include two holy 
sites in the West Bank as part of a comprehensive plan to preserve Israel’s national heritage and 
religious sites.162  
 
Shortly before the $5.3 million (NIS 20 million) plan was approved, Netanyahu said, “Today, we are due 
to approve a comprehensive plan, the largest ever, to strengthen the national heritage infrastructures of 
the State of Israel…”163  

The two sites are the Cave of the Patriarchs in Hebron and Rachel’s Tomb in Bethlehem. The Cave of the 
Patriarchs, Judaism’s second-holiest site after the Temple Mount and its Western Wall,164 is also 
venerated by Muslims and Christians.165 Rachel’s Tomb, the third-holiest site in Judaism,166 is also sacred 
to Muslims and Christians.167  

Many other sites that are religiously significant to Christians because of their association with the life of 
Jesus as recorded in the New Testament are located in modern-day Israel and the West Bank. Israeli law 
mandates that all people, regardless of religious affiliation, have the right to visit all holy places within 
Israel.168 In 2008, about three million people visited Israel; of those, two million were Christians.169  

                                                      
162

 “PM Netanyahu’s Remarks at Today's Cabinet Meeting at Tel Hai,” Israel Prime Minister’s Office, Feb. 21, 2010, 
http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMOEng/Communication/Spokesman/2010/02/spokestart210210.htm; Waked, Ali, 
“Abbas, Haniyeh: Heritage sites will ignite a war,” YnetNews, Feb. 23, 2010, 
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3853485,00.html 
163

 “PM Netanyahu’s Remarks at Today's Cabinet Meeting at Tel Hai,” Israel Prime Minister’s Office, Feb. 21, 2010, 
http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMOEng/Communication/Spokesman/2010/02/spokestart210210.htm  
164

 Lazaroff, Tovah; Freund, Michael, “Coming of age at Rachel’s Tomb,” JWeekly.com, Nov. 2, 2007, 
http://www.jweekly.com/article/full/33725/coming-of-age-at-rachel-s-tomb/ 
165

 Prusher, Ilene R., “Does Hebron clash signal new round of settler revolts?” Christian Science Monitor, Dec. 9, 
2008, http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2008/1209/p06s02-wome.html;  Myre, Greg, “Curfew's 
Gone, but Troops Still Hem In Hebron Family,” The New York Times, July 21, 2003, 
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/07/21/world/curfew-s-gone-but-troops-still-hem-in-hebron-family.html 
166

 Lazaroff, Tovah; Freund, Michael, “Coming of age at Rachel’s Tomb,” JWeekly.com, Nov. 2, 2007, 
http://www.jweekly.com/article/full/33725/coming-of-age-at-rachel-s-tomb/ 
167

 “Bethlehem University research project explores importance of Rachel's tomb,” Bethlehem University, May 4, 
2009, http://www.bethlehem.edu/archives/2009/2009_026.shtml 
168

 “General Assembly, Forty-Third Session, Item 77: Report of the Special Committee to Investigate Israeli 
Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Population of the Occupied Territories,” United Nations – General 
Assembly Security Council, April 19, 1988, http://domino.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/f45643a78fcba71985 
2560f6005987ad/19e1c7957dd5a925052567f3006e9f93!OpenDocument; “Protection of Holy Places Law, 1967,” 
Israel Ministry of Foreign Affairs Web site, June 30, 1998, 
MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20to%20the%20Peace%20Process/Protection%20of%20Holy%20Places%20Law" 
target=_blank>http://www.israel-
mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20to%20the%20Peace%20Process/Protection%20of%20Holy%20Places
%20Law 

http://www.theisraelproject.org/site/apps/nlnet/content2.aspx?c=hsJPK0PIJpH&b=689705&ct=8023323#list#list
http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMOEng/Communication/Spokesman/2010/02/spokestart210210.htm
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3853485,00.html
http://www.pmo.gov.il/PMOEng/Communication/Spokesman/2010/02/spokestart210210.htm
http://www.jweekly.com/article/full/33725/coming-of-age-at-rachel-s-tomb/
http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Middle-East/2008/1209/p06s02-wome.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2003/07/21/world/curfew-s-gone-but-troops-still-hem-in-hebron-family.html
http://www.jweekly.com/article/full/33725/coming-of-age-at-rachel-s-tomb/
http://www.bethlehem.edu/archives/2009/2009_026.shtml
http://domino.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/f45643a78fcba719852560f6005987ad/19e1c7957dd5a925052567f3006e9f93%21OpenDocument
http://domino.un.org/UNISPAL.NSF/f45643a78fcba719852560f6005987ad/19e1c7957dd5a925052567f3006e9f93%21OpenDocument
http://www.israel-mfa.gov.il/%3Cst1:stockticker%20w:st=
http://www.israel-mfa.gov.il/%3Cst1:stockticker%20w:st=
http://www.israel-mfa.gov.il/%3Cst1:stockticker%20w:st=
http://www.israel-mfa.gov.il/%3Cst1:stockticker%20w:st=


 
41 

However, the future of Christian holy sites located in the disputed territories - currently controlled by 
Israel - is uncertain. A final-status peace deal likely would involve Israel relinquishing portions of those 
areas to the Palestinian Authority (PA).170  

Under Palestinian control, the sanctity of Christian religious sites has not always been respected. In 2002 
during an Israel Defense Forces (IDF) counterterrorism operation in Bethlehem, dozens of armed 
Palestinian militants took over the Church of the Nativity, trapping about 60 clergy.171  

Meanwhile, other holy sites already under Palestinian control are increasingly vulnerable as Christian 
Palestinians continue to emigrate from the area.172 Israel is one of the only places in the Middle East 
where the Christian population is growing.173  

Following is a list of religious sites holy to Christians that are either currently under Palestinian control or 
may be placed under Palestinian control as part of a peace agreement: 

Bethlehem (PA control) 

Church of the Nativity 
 
The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem is a major Christian holy site marking the traditional site of 
Jesus’ birth. According to the New Testament (Luke 2:1-20; Matthew 2:1-9), Jesus was born in a manger 
on the site while Mary and Joseph were there to register for the Roman census. The church, 
commissioned by Roman Emperor Constantine, is one of the oldest Christian churches in existence.174  

St. Catherine's is a Roman Catholic church next to the Church of the Nativity and has several chapels of 
historic and religious significance. The Chapel of St. Jerome is traditionally thought to be where the 
Bishop of Bethlehem translated the Bible from Hebrew and Greek into Latin, and the Chapel of the 
Innocents commemorates King Herod’s slaughter of the babies of Judea. The Chapel of St. Joseph is said 
to be where an angel appeared to Joseph and commanded him to flee to Egypt.175  
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Shepherds' Fields, another Christian pilgrimage site in Bethlehem, is where the New Testament (Luke 
2:8-20) says an angel descended to announce the birth of Jesus to the shepherds.176  

Monastery of the Temptation (PA control) 

The Greek Orthodox Monastery of the Temptation is on Mount Quarantal, just north of Jericho. It is the 
traditional desert site where Jesus went after his baptism to fast and pray for 40 days.177  

Bethany (PA control) 

The Tomb of Lazarus is in Bethany, a village on the east slope of the Mount of Olives. The New 
Testament (John 11:1-44) recounts that Bethany was the home of Lazarus, Mary and Martha, and Jesus 
frequently visited the village. Christians believe Jesus raised a man named Lazarus from the dead there 
after he had been in the tomb four days. There is also a Franciscan Church of St. Lazarus that stands on 
the site of earlier churches.178  

Jerusalem (Israeli control, located in disputed territory) 

Garden of Gethsemane  

The Garden of Gethsemane is where the New Testament (Matthew 26:36-56; Mark 14:32-5) says Jesus 
led his disciples after the Last Supper and asked them to keep watch while he prayed. There they fell 
asleep and then fled when Judas identified him. The Basilica of the Agony, or the Church of All Nations, 
marks the place where Jesus prayed alone, and a chapel is built around a piece of exposed bedrock at 
the place of Jesus’ prayer.179 The Cave of Gethsemane marks the site of where Judas betrayed Jesus with 
a kiss.180 The Tomb of the Virgin Mary is also located in the Grotto of Gethsemane.181  

Ecce Homo Arch 
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Part of a gate dating from the time of Hadrian, the arch was named in the 16th century. It is part of the 
Via Dolorosa but is not one of the stations of the cross. Ecce Homo Arch is where many believe Pontius 
Pilate said, "Behold the man!"182  

Via Dolorosa  

The Via Dolorosa is believed to be the path Jesus took to Calvary, where he was crucified. Stations of the 
Cross mark various events along the way, some of which are not recorded in the New Testament. The 
New Testament (John 19:17) says Jesus was made to carry his own cross from the place of his 
condemnation to Calvary.183  

The Chapel of the Condemnation, built over the site traditionally identified with the trial of Jesus (John 
17:19), is on the Via Dolorosa. The Franciscan Monastery of the Flagellation is also on the Via Dolorosa, 
next to the Chapel of the Condemnation.184  

Church of St. Anne 

This church was built over the traditional site of the birthplace of Anne (Hannah), the mother of Mary.185  

Church of the Holy Sepulcher  

One of the holiest sites in all of Christianity is the tomb of Jesus, located within the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher. The church was built around the tomb by Roman Emperor Constantine.186  

The site of Jesus' crucifixion is believed to be the area identified as Calvary within the Church of the Holy 
Sepulcher.[26] According to the New Testament (Matthew 27:32-55), Jesus was crucified at "a place 
called Golgotha (which means The Place of the Skull)" between two thieves. After about three hours of 
suffering and mocking, Jesus "gave up his spirit." 

Garden Tomb 

The Garden Tomb is believed by many to be the garden and sepulcher of Joseph of Arimathea and 
therefore a possible site of the resurrection of Jesus.187  
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Chapel of the Ascension  

The Chapel of the Ascension on the Mount of Olives is the traditional site of Jesus' ascension into 
heaven after his resurrection (Luke 24:50-51; Acts 1:9-11). The Chapel was built over the site 
traditionally considered to be where Jesus prayed on the night of his betrayal.188  

Church of the Pater Noster 

This church is built on the traditional site in Jerusalem where Jesus taught his disciples the Lord's Prayer 
(Luke 11:1-4) or the “Our Father” (Pater Noster in Latin). The original church, built by Emperor 
Constantine over a cave in fourth century CE, has been partially reconstructed. The third-century Acts of 
John also references the cave on the Mount of Olives and Jesus’ teaching.189  

City of David 

Excavations in the City of David as recent as 2005 reveal what is believed to be the Pool of Siloam. The 
original Pool of Siloam was built by Hezekiah around the year 701 BCE. This is the place referred to in the 
New Testament in the story of a blind man who was given sight by Jesus. According to the story (John 9), 
Jesus put mud on the man's eyes, told him to wash in the Pool of Siloam and then the man could see.190  

Dominus Flevit Church 

This small Franciscan church is on the upper western slope of the Mount of Olives. 

Dominus Flevit, which means “the Lord cried,” is believed to mark the place where the New Testament 
(Luke 19:41) says Jesus mourned over Jerusalem. Before the construction of the modern church, the 
foundations of a fifth-century monastery were discovered beneath.191  

Tel a-Shakef (Hamas control) 

A sixth-century Byzantine church dedicated to John the Baptist was discovered in 1999 at a dig at the 
northwest edge of the Gaza Strip at an Israel military installation, before Israel’s 2005 withdrawal from 
all of Gaza. An earlier excavation at the site revealed a magnificent bathhouse and fish pond in almost 
perfect condition next to the church.192  
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Israel Makes Strides for Peace with Palestinians in 1st Year of Obama Presidency 

Fourteen months after President Obama was sworn into office, Israel has undertaken numerous actions 
and initiatives to pave the way for Palestinians and Israelis to live side by side in peace. Following is a 
timeline of highlights of those efforts and examples of Israel’s attempts to grow the Palestinian 
economy and improve freedom of movement for Palestinians. The timeline includes Palestinian 
extremists' attempts to thwart peace as well as successful efforts by U.S.-trained Palestinian security 
forces to crack down on terrorism. 

Roundup of Israeli Economic Peace Efforts 
 
• Israel dismantles 150 roadblocks in the West Bank and removes 27 checkpoints between 2008 and 
2009; only 14 checkpoints remain.193 Click here for royalty-free photos of the IDF removing a roadblock 
in the West Bank  
 
• The West Bank’s economy grows by 8 percent.194 Click here for royalty-free photos of economic 
improvements in the West Bank 
 
• Unemployment in the West Bank drops from 19 percent in the first quarter of 2008 to 17.7 percent in 
the first quarter of 2009 and from 18.2 percent in the second quarter of 2008 to 16.4 percent in the 
second quarter of 2009.195  
 
• In the West Bank, tourism increases 94 percent in Bethlehem and 31 percent in the Jenin area in 2008. 
That facilitated a 42 percent rise in hotel stays in the West Bank in the third quarter of 2009 compared 
with the corresponding quarter in 2008.196  

Timeline of Israeli efforts for peace and Israeli-Palestinian cooperation   

March 
March 15: Jerusalem’s mayor and the prime minister of Israel attend the rededication ceremony for the 
Hurva synagogue in Jerusalem’s Old City. Says Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat, “I want to send a message of 
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peace to all religions…I believe that from this place, where we experienced the terrible pain of the 
destruction of a place that was holy to us...we will know to be sensitive to others doubts and troubles.” 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu: “Many people are excited about this moment - and 
justifiably so…We have allowed believers in other faiths to conserve their houses of worship. We 
proudly hold on to our heritage, while at the same time allowing others freedom of religion.”197 

March 10: Israeli Interior Minister Eli Yishai apologizes the day after his ministry announced the 
construction of 1,600 new housing units in Ramat Shlomo, a Jewish northern Jerusalem neighborhood. 
Ramat Shlomo falls within the city’s municipal boundaries and was annexed by Israel following the 1967 
defensive Six-Day War.198 The timing of the announced construction - the fourth of a seven-step zoning 
process that is expected to continue for years - coincided with U.S. Vice President Joe Biden’s visit to the 
region as part of a U.S. attempt to push proximity talks between Israel and the Palestinians.199 “The 
approval is a purely technical matter and we have no intention of insulting or seeking a confrontation 
with the U.S. vice president,” says Yishai, adding, “I apologize for the distress this matter caused.”200 An 
interior ministry spokeswoman adds that the new construction project has been in the planning stages 
for the past three years and that the timing was coincidental.201  

March 2: Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat announces that he will delay implementation of a plan to 
revitalize the city’s historic Al Bustan section, located in the mostly Arab neighborhood of Silwan.202 The 
plan caused controversy because its restoration of the western part of the area, known in Hebrew as 
Gan Hamelech (King’s Garden) would require the demolition of about 22 houses illegally built there.203 
Barkat makes the decision to postpone the plan, estimated to cost $50 million - $100 million,204 at the 
request of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who wants to avoid tensions created by what he 
called “elements…interested in sowing strife and discord and in presenting a distorted picture to the 
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country and the world.”205 In the meantime, Barkat says he will hold further talks with area residents in 
hopes of reaching a housing agreement with them.206  

January 
Jan. 25: Humanitarian aid to Gaza continues with 68 truckloads of supplies passing through the goods 
crossings from Israel into Gaza. From Jan. 19, 2009 – Jan. 16, 2010, 724,925 tons of humanitarian aid 
were delivered to Gaza. That represents a 900 percent increase in humanitarian aid delivered there 
compared to 2008.207  

Jan. 23: Israeli authorities authorize the transfer of $6.7 million (25 million shekels) to Gaza residents 
entitled to social security and pension payments from Israel due to having worked inside the country in 
previous years.208  

December 
Dec. 30: Palestinian terror attacks against Israelis decline significantly, according to Israel’s internal 
security agency. For the first year since the Second Intifada began in September 2000, no suicide 
bombings were carried out. This is attributed to Israeli security measures as well as cooperation with the 
Palestinian Authority’s (PA) security forces. There were, however, numerous foiled attempts to carry out 
suicide bombings by Palestinian terrorist operatives from the Gaza Strip attempting to infiltrate Israel via 
Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula.209  
 
Dec. 29: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu travels to Egypt to meet with President Hosni 
Mubarak in an attempt to kick-start peace talks with the Palestinians.210  
 
Dec. 28: The Israeli government announces it has approved the construction of 1,192 new housing units 
for both Arab and Jewish residents of East Jerusalem; 500 housing units were authorized in the East 
Jerusalem neighborhood of Silwan for the Arab population, and 692 housing units were authorized for 
the mostly Jewish neighborhoods of Har Homa, Neve Yaakov and Pisgat Zeev.211 Said Jerusalem Mayor 
Nir Barkat, “Israeli law does not discriminate between Jews, Muslims, and Christians or between eastern 
and western Jerusalem.”  
 
Dec. 24: Terrorists from Fatah’s Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigades militia shoot to death Rabbi Meir Hai in the 
West Bank. He was driving from his home in the settlement of Shavei Shomron to the nearby 
community of Einav.212  
                                                      
205

 “Statement on the ‘Gan Hamelech’ Project,” Israeli Prime Minister’s Office, March 2, 2010 
206

 Ravid, Barak; Hasson, Nir, “Jerusalem mayor agrees to delay demolition of Arab homes,” Haaretz, March 2, 
2010, http://haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1153351.html 
207

 E-mail communication with the IDF Spokesperson’s Office, Jan. 25, 2010 
208

 Eldar, Akiva, “Barak approves social security payments to Gaza residents,” Haaretz, Jan. 24, 2010, 
http://haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1144657.html 
209

 Harel, Amos, “Shin Bet reports sharp reduction in terror attacks in '09,” Haaretz, Jan. 1, 2010,  
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1138899.html 
210

 Ravid, Barak, “Netanyahu in Egypt to meet Mubarak on peace talks, Shalit,” Haaretz, Dec. 29, 2009,  
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1138435.html  
211

 Sofer, Roni, “Atias: 500 housing units okayed for Arabs in J'lem,” YnetNews, Dec. 28, 2009,  
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3826187,00.html 
212

 “Man killed in West Bank shooting,” YnetNews, Dec. 24, 2009,  
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3824847,00.html 

http://haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1153351.html
http://haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1144657.html
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1138899.html
http://www.haaretz.com/hasen/spages/1138435.html
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3826187,00.html
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3824847,00.html


 
48 

 
Dec. 23: Israeli Minister of Industry, Trade and Labor Binyamin Ben-Eliezer encourages the Palestinian 
leadership to accept Netanyahu’s call to start final status negotiations. Ben-Eliezer, who was speaking at 
an exclusive press conference for Palestinian media, states that the real conflict is not between Israelis 
and Palestinians but common strategic threats such as Iran and Iran-backed Hamas. It was the first time 
an Israeli minister has held such a briefing.213 See the video 
 
Dec. 14: Senior Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh says Hamas wants control over all of "Palestine." At a rally 
in Gaza, the former Palestinian prime minister says, “This movement [Hamas] liberated the Gaza Strip 
with the help of the militant factions...Brothers and sisters, we will not be satisfied with Gaza...Hamas 
looks toward the whole of Palestine.”214  
 
Dec. 13: A group of Israeli rabbis brings new Korans to the Palestinian town of Yasuf in the West Bank 
after suspected Jewish extremists vandalized a mosque and burned its Korans. The next day, Israel’s 
chief Ashkenazi rabbi, Yona Metzger, visits the mosque to condemn the attack, comparing it to the 
Nazis’ destruction of synagogues and Jewish-owned businesses.215  
 
Dec. 7: EU ministers meet in Brussels to consider a Swedish-backed proposal to divide Jerusalem. The 
proposal would potentially close off part of the city to non-Muslims and undermines the future of the 
peace process by circumventing future negotiations.216 Under Jordanian control from 1948-1967, access 
to the holy sites in East Jerusalem and the Old City was denied to Israeli Jews and limited access was 
granted to Christian Israelis. Under Israeli control since 1967, people of all faiths have access to the city’s 
many holy sites.  
 
Israeli law mandates that everyone, regardless of religious affiliation, has the right to visit all holy places 
within Israel.217 Israel funds more than 100 mosques and pays the salaries of their imams (religious 
leaders). In addition, Israel purchases the Korans used in mosques.218  
 
December: The Israeli government facilitates Christmas celebrations and services such as free 
transportation between Jerusalem and the West Bank town of Bethlehem and complimentary Christmas 
trees for Jerusalem residents.219 Israel is one of the few Middle East countries where the Christian 
population has increased since 1948, rising by more than 400 percent.220  
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November 
Nov. 27: PA President Mahmoud Abbas refuses to enter into new negotiations following the 
announcement of Israel’s settlement freeze; Abbas says the Israeli measures are insufficient.221  
 
Nov. 25: Netanyahu announces a 10-month construction freeze in West Bank settlements to encourage 
the Palestinian Authority to re-start peace negotiations.222  
 
Nov. 11: Israel officially opens the Jalameh Border Crossing between Israel and the West Bank town of 
Jenin, in the presence of Quartet Representative Tony Blair, Israeli Vice Prime Minister and Minister of 
Regional Cooperation Silvan Shalom and Minister of Minorities Avishay Braverman. The border crossing, 
which is now open to Arab-Israeli vehicles driving to Jenin and surrounding areas, is another example of 
Israel’s commitment to easing restrictions for the Palestinian population as well as facilitating the free 
flow of goods and transport between Israel and the West Bank, which in turn strengthens the 
Palestinian economy.223  
 
September 
Sept. 24: As part of Israeli and Palestinian efforts to improve security cooperation, Israeli Maj.-Gen. Avi 
Mizrahi meets with top Palestinian intelligence officials in Bethlehem. Security cooperation is improved 
with the help of regular meetings between PA Prime Minister Salaam Fayyad and the head of the IDF’s 
(Israel Defense Forces) civil coordination unit for the West Bank.224  
 
Sept. 23: The Hamas children’s program “Tomorrow’s Pioneers” continues to incite hatred and violence. 
In a show broadcast in September, the show’s costumed character, Nassur the Bear, tells the show’s 
child host, “There won't be any Jews or Zionists, if Allah wills. They'll be erased...We want to slaughter 
them, so they will be expelled from our land, right?...And if they don't want [to go] peacefully, by words 
or talking, we'll have to [do it] by slaughter.”225  
 
Sept. 16: Israel begins removing 100 roadblocks from the West Bank. Successful Israeli counter-
terrorism operations and collaboration with Palestinian security forces that have greatly reduced the 
terrorist infrastructure in the West Bank have made the removal of checkpoints and roadblocks possible. 
This has boosted trade and commerce within the area.226  
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July 
July 28: Netanyahu visits the Allenby Bridge, which connects the West Bank to Jordan, to view the 
improved operating procedures of the goods and pedestrian crossing. At the beginning of July, 
Netanyahu ordered extending the operating hours for the Allenby Bridge in order to increase the 
volume of commercial activity in the West Bank.227 Read Netanyahu’s speech at the Allenby Bridge 
 
July 20: Ofir Gendelman, CEO of the Israeli-Palestinian Chamber of Commerce briefs Arabic media 
outlets in Arabic on economic cooperation between Israel and the Palestinian Authority. Outlets include 
Al Jazeera and AFP Arabic. "This is the first Israeli government that calls for the improvement of the 
economical status of the Palestinians," says Gendelman.228 See the video 
 
July: Construction on the Bethlehem industrial park begins. The project is expected to provide 
infrastructure for light industry, handicrafts and stone crafts.229  
 
June 
June 25: The IDF states it will limit its presence in four Palestinian cities in the West Bank: Bethlehem, 
Jericho, Qalqiliya and Ramallah. The army said it would only enter these cities when it was alerted to a 
specific terror plot. This move is designed to make Palestinian life easier and give Palestinian security 
services more responsibility for stopping terrorist activity.230  
 
June 18: The IDF removes the Vered Jericho crossing south of the West Bank town of Jericho, providing 
freedom of movement between Jericho and the Jordan Valley.231  
 
June 14: Netanyahu delivers a major speech to the nation at Bar-Ilan University in which he calls for 
economic cooperation with the Palestinians in conjunction with the Arab states, immediate negotiations 
with the Palestinians without preconditions, and endorses the creation of a demilitarized Palestinian 
state.232 Read the speech 
 
June 2: The IDF dismantles key roadblocks near Rimonim and Atara, Jewish settlements on the outskirts 
of Ramallah, enabling Palestinians free passage between the West Bank towns of Ramallah and 
Jericho.233  
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May 
May 27: Netanyahu convenes a governmental committee to explore economic projects intended to 
improve the quality of life for Palestinian residents of the West Bank.234  
 
May 16: An Israeli duo – Mira Awad, an Arab musician and actress, and Jewish pop singer Noa – makes it 
to the final round of the annual Eurovision Song Contest. The two singers perform a duet in Arabic, 
Hebrew and English titled “Einaiych – There Must Be Another Way.”235 Despite their different 
backgrounds, their collaboration at the 2008 Eurovision contest illustrates the endeavors of many 
organizations in Israel that promote peace and cooperation through joint projects such as economic 
development centers, after-school sports and bilingual and bicultural schools. Awad performs despite 
being urged by the Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cultural Boycott of Israel “not to 
participate on behalf of Israel in this contest.”236  
 
May 14: Netanyahu makes an unannounced trip to Jordan to meet with King Abdullah II, where the two 
men discuss plans to move forward on the Palestinian peace process, strengthen the Palestinian 
economy through joint Israeli projects and improve the Palestinian Authority’s security forces.237  
 
May 11: Netanyahu travels to Sharm el-Sheikh to meet with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak to 
discuss restarting peace talks. The prime minister says, “We wish to resume the peace talks between 
ourselves and the Palestinians.”238 Read Netanyahu’s Sharm el-Sheikh speech 
 
May 5: In a speech to AIPAC, Netanyahu pledges to work with Abbas’s government in the West Bank 
and proposes a “triple track” toward peace including political, security and economic tracks.239 Read 
Netanyahu’s speech, watch the video 
 
March 
March 26: Israel and Egypt celebrate 30 years since Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin and 
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat shook hands and signed a peace agreement on the White House lawn. 
Egypt was the first Arab country to sign a peace agreement with Israel. Read Timeline of Israel-Egypt 
Relations 
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March 2: U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton states the United States will pledge $900 million to help 
rebuild infrastructure in Gaza damaged during Operation Cast Lead. Clinton stresses that the money 
would be channeled through the Palestinian Authority controlled by Fatah and not Hamas.240  
 
February 
Feb. 10: Israel holds a general election that eventually leads to the formation of a Likud-led government. 
The centrist Kadima party takes 28 seats in the Knesset (Israeli parliament) and remains the biggest 
party, with Likud winning 27 seats, Yisrael Beiteinu taking 15 seats and Labor 13. Even though Kadima 
wins the most seats, the center-right and rightist parties win more seats overall than the center and 
center-left factions so Likud leader Benjamin Netanyahu is asked to form the next government.241  
 
February: Israeli Public Security Minister Avi Dichter says Hamas’s efforts to smuggle weapons into Gaza 
have started again. “We see an effort exerted by Hamas to rebuild its tunnels, and we have spotted 
several incidents of weapon smuggling since the ceasefire began,” he says.242 

Past Israeli sacrifices for peace 

Aug. 15-Aug. 23, 2005: Gaza and West Bank Disengagement: In an effort to relieve the security threats 
against Israelis living in Gaza and to try to put the Israeli-Palestinian peace talks back on track, Israel 
unilaterally pulls all of its citizens out of the Gaza Strip and the northern West Bank. This dramatic move 
costs Israel approximately $2 billion, and includes the evacuation of all of the roughly 9,000 Israelis living 
in the affected areas in addition to exhuming and transferring all graves in Gaza to Israeli territory. On 
Sept. 12, 2005, the last Israel Defense Forces soldier departs the Gaza Strip, marking a historic step 
towards peace by Israel.243 

Jan. 22-27, 2001: Taba Conference: In the midst of the Second Intifada, and as a follow-up to the Camp 
David Summit, the Israelis and Palestinians meet for a final attempt to come to an agreement on a 
Palestinian state. Israel offers 94 percent of the West Bank in addition to Israeli land, culminating in an 
offer of 97 percent of the total land area requested by the Palestinians. The 'right of return' is also 
considered. However, the conference ends again in a standstill, and an Israeli-Palestinian Joint 
Statement is issued asserting that the two parties have never before been so close to an agreement and 
expressing hope for the future.244 

July 11-25, 2000: Camp David Summit: To keep to the schedule set by the Sharm el-Sheikh 
Memorandum, Arafat and Barak meet with President Clinton at Camp David. In an effort to achieve 
peace once and for all, Barak offers a series of concessions including Israeli withdrawal from the entire 
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Gaza Strip and 95 percent of the West Bank; the subsequent creation of an independent Palestinian 
state in the aforementioned areas; the dismantlement of all Israeli settlements in those areas given to 
the Palestinians; land compensation outside of the West Bank for settlements to remain under Israeli 
sovereignty; and Palestinian rule over East Jerusalem and most of the Old City (excluding the Jewish 
Quarter) and 'religious sovereignty' on the Temple Mount. In exchange, the agreement called for Arafat 
to declare an end to the conflict and a prohibition of future claims on Israeli land. Arafat rejects the 
proposal and makes no counter-offer. The summit ends in failure, but a Tri-Lateral Statement is issued 
delineating the principles of future talks.245 

Jan. 17, 1997: Protocol Concerning the Redeployment in Hebron: The redeployment of Israeli soldiers 
from Hebron, the last remaining Palestinian city under Israeli control, is orchestrated in the Hebron 
Agreement. The protocol is signed by Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. This marks 
the first time Israel's Likud party government has supported territorial withdrawal in the West Bank 
(also known as Judea and Samaria), until then widely considered a Labor party policy.246 

May 4, 1994: Gaza-Jericho Agreement: In what is also known as the Cairo Agreement, Israel and the 
Palestinians outline Israel's initial withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and Jericho, as well as the creation of 
the Palestinian Authority. Although Israel is removing all of its forces from these areas (and later from 
Palestinian cities in the West Bank), Yasser Arafat's PA fails to meet the security conditions requiring it 
to crack down on terror groups such as Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad.247 

March 26, 1979: Israel-Egypt Peace Treaty: Israel and Egypt sign a treaty which calls for both nations to 
demilitarize the Sinai Peninsula; for Israel to withdraw to the pre-1967 border, giving up military bases, 
settlements, roads and the Sinai oil fields; and for Egypt to 'normalize' relations with Israel. Other Arab 
countries attack the agreement, and Sadat is assassinated by Muslim extremists in 1981. Nevertheless, 
the treaty holds.248 
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Jerusalem by the Numbers 

Population of Jerusalem by ethnic grouping: 

 481,000: Jews and others 249 
 252,000: Arabs250  
 Total Population: 733,000251 
 31.8 percent of the population is between 5-19252  
 32.5 percent of the population is between 20-44253 

Places of worship in Jerusalem:254   

 72: Mosques  
 139: Churches  
 996: Synagogues    

Tourism in Jerusalem:   

 66: Hotels, with a total of 9,107 rooms255 
 35: Hotels in West Jerusalem, with a total of 7,167 rooms256  
 31: Hotels in East Jerusalem, with a total of 1,950 rooms257  
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 415,000: Foreign tourists visit Jerusalem in 2007258  
 167,000: Israelis visit Jerusalem in 2007259   

School system:   

 524: Schools in Jerusalem260  
 163,913: Students registered in the Jerusalem Department of Education261  
 26: Average number of students per class262   

Internal migration to and from Jerusalem in 2006:   

 10,600: People who migrated to Jerusalem263  
 17,600: People migrated from Jerusalem264  
 From 1996 - 2006, 97,000 people migrated to Jerusalem while 163,400 left the city.265 Jerusalem 

has been suffering a negative migration rate since 1988.266  
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Address by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu at AIPAC Conference, 
March 22, 2010  
 
Members of the Obama Administration,  ͖

Senators,  ͖

Members of Congress,  ͖

Defense Minister Ehud Barak  ͖

Minister Uzi Landau  ͖

Ambassador Michael Oren,  ͖

Howard Kohr, David Victor, Lee Rosenberg Leaders of AIPAC, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

As the world faces monumental challenges, I know that Israel and America will face them together. We 

stand together because we are fired by the same ideals and inspired by the same dream - the dream of 

achieving security, prosperity and peace. 

This dream seemed impossible to many Jews a century ago. 

This month, my father celebrated his one-hundredth birthday. When he was born, the Czars ruled 

Russia, the British Empire spanned the globe and the Ottomans ruled the Middle East. During his 

lifetime, all of these empires collapsed, others rose and fell, and the Jewish destiny swung from despair 

to a new hope - the rebirth of the Jewish state. For the first time in two thousand years, a sovereign 

Jewish people could defend itself against attack. 

Before that, we were subjected to unremitting savagery: the bloodletting of the Middle Ages, the 

expulsion of the Jews from England, Spain and Portugal, the wholesale slaughter of the Jews of the 

Ukraine, the pogroms in Russia, culminating in the greatest evil of all - the Holocaust. 

The founding of Israel did not stop the attacks on the Jews. It merely gave the Jews the power to defend 

themselves against those attacks. 

My friends, 

I want to tell you about the day when I fully understood the depth of this transformation. It was the day 

I met Shlomit Vilmosh over 40 years ago. I served with her son, Haim, in the same elite unit in the army. 

During a battle in 1969, Haim was killed by a burst of gunfire. 

At his funeral, I discovered that Haim was born shortly after his mother and father had been freed from 

the death camps of Europe. If Haim had been born two years before, this daring young officer would 

have been tossed into the ovens like a million other Jewish children. Haim's mother Shlomit told me that 

though she was in great anguish, she was proud. At least, she said, my son fell wearing the uniform of a 

Jewish soldier defending the Jewish state. 
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Time and again the Israeli army was forced to repel attacks of much larger enemies determined to 

destroy us. When Egypt and Jordan recognized that we could not be defeated in battle, they embraced 

the path of peace. 

Yet there are those who continue the assault against the Jewish state and who openly call for our 

destruction. They seek to achieve this goal through terrorism, missile attacks and most recently by 

developing atomic weapons. 

The ingathering of the Jewish people to Israel has not deterred these fanatics. In fact, it has only 

whetted their appetite. Iran's rulers say "Israel is a one bomb country." The head of Hizbullah says: "If all 

the Jews gather in Israel, it will save us the trouble of going after them worldwide." 

My friends, 

These are unpleasant facts, but they are the facts. 

The greatest threat to any living organism or nation is not to recognize danger in time. Seventy-five 

years ago, many leaders around the world put their heads in the sand. Untold millions died in the war 

that followed. Ultimately, two of history's greatest leaders helped turn the tide. Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt and Winston Churchill helped save the world. But they were too late to save six million of my 

own people. 

The future of the Jewish state can never depend on the goodwill of even the greatest of men. Israel 

must always reserve the right to defend itself. 

Today, an unprecedented threat to humanity looms large. A radical Iranian regime armed with nuclear 

weapons could bring an end to the era of nuclear peace the world has enjoyed for the last 65 years. 

Such a regime could provide nuclear weapons to terrorists and might even be tempted to use them. Our 

world would never be the same. Iran's brazen bid to develop nuclear weapons is first and foremost a 

threat to Israel, but it is also a grave threat to the region and to the world.  

Israel expects the international community to act swiftly and decisively to thwart this danger. But we 

will always reserve the right to self-defense. 

We must also defend ourselves against lies and vilifications. Throughout history, the slanders against the 

Jewish people always preceded the physical assaults against us and were used to justify these assaults. 

The Jews were called the well-poisoners of mankind, the fomenters of instability, the source of all evil 

under the sun. 

Unfortunately, these libelous attacks against the Jewish people also did not end with the creation of 

Israel. For a time, overt anti-Semitism was held in check by the shame and shock of the Holocaust. But 

only for a time. In recent decades the hatred of the Jews has reemerged with increasing force, but with 

an insidious twist. It is not merely directed at the Jewish people but increasingly at the Jewish state. In 

its most pernicious form, it argues that if only Israel did not exist, many of the world's problems would 

go away. 
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My friends, 

Does this mean that Israel is above criticism? Of course not. Israel, like any democracy, has its 

imperfections but we strive to correct them through open debate and scrutiny. Israel has independent 

courts, the rule of law, a free press and a vigorous parliamentary debate - believe me, it's vigorous. 

I know that members of Congress refer to one another as my distinguished colleague from Wisconsin or 

the distinguished Senator from California. In Israel, members of Knesset don't speak of their 

distinguished colleagues from Kiryat Shmona and Be'er Sheva. We say - well, you don't want to know 

what we say. In Israel, self-criticism is a way of life, and we accept that criticism is part of the conduct of 

international affairs. 

But Israel should be judged by the same standards applied to all nations, and allegations against Israel 

must be grounded in fact. One allegation that is not is the attempt to describe the Jews as foreign 

colonialists in their own homeland, one of the great lies of modern times. 

In my office, I have a signet ring that was loaned to me by Israel's Department of Antiquities. The ring 

was found next to the Western wall, but it dates back some 2,800 years ago, two hundred years after 

King David turned Jerusalem into our capital city. The ring is a seal of a Jewish official, and inscribed on it 

in Hebrew is his name: Netanyahu. Netanyahu Ben-Yoash. That's my last name. My first name, 

Benjamin, dates back 1,000 years earlier to Benjamin, the son of Jacob, One of Benjamin's brothers was 

named Shimon, which also happens to be the first name of my good friend, Shimon Peres, the President 

of Israel. Nearly 4,000 years ago, Benjamin, Shimon and their ten brothers roamed the hills of Judea. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The connection between the Jewish people and the Land of Israel cannot be denied. The connection 

between the Jewish people and Jerusalem cannot be denied. The Jewish people were building Jerusalem 

3,000 years ago and the Jewish people are building Jerusalem today. 

Jerusalem is not a settlement. It is our capital. 

In Jerusalem, my government has maintained the policies of all Israeli governments since 1967, including 

those led by Golda Meir, Menachem Begin and Yitzhak Rabin. Today, nearly a quarter of a million Jews, 

almost half the city's Jewish population, live in neighborhoods that are just beyond the 1949 armistice 

lines. All these neighborhoods are within a five-minute drive from the Knesset. They are an integral and 

inextricable part of modern Jerusalem. Everyone knows that these neighborhoods will be part of Israel 

in any peace settlement. Therefore, building in them in no way precludes the possibility of a two-state 

solution. 

Nothing is rarer in the Middle East than tolerance for the beliefs of others. It's only under Israeli 

sovereignty in Jerusalem that religious freedom for all faiths has been guaranteed. While we cherish our 

homeland, we also recognize that Palestinians live there as well. We don't want to govern them. We 

don't want to rule them. We want them as neighbors, living in security, dignity and peace. Yet Israel is 

unjustly accused of not wanting peace with the Palestinians. Nothing could be further from the truth. 
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My government has consistently shown its commitment to peace in both word and deed. From day one, 

we called on the Palestinian Authority to begin peace negotiations without delay. I make that same call 

today. President Abbas, come and negotiate peace. Leaders who truly want peace should sit down face-

to-face. 

Of course, the United States can help the parties solve their problems but it cannot solve the problems 

for the parties. Peace cannot be imposed from the outside. It can only come through direct negotiations 

in which we develop mutual trust. 

Last year, I spoke of a vision of peace in which a demilitarized Palestinian state recognizes the Jewish 

state. Just as the Palestinians expect Israel to recognize a Palestinian state, we expect the Palestinians to 

recognize the Jewish state.  

My government has removed hundreds of roadblocks, barriers and checkpoints facilitating Palestinian 

movement. As a result, we have helped spur a fantastic boom in the Palestinian economy (coffee Shops, 

restaurants, businesses, even multiplex theaters). And we announced an unprecedented moratorium on 

new Israeli construction in Judea and Samaria. 

This is what my government has done for peace. What has the Palestinian Authority done for peace?  

Well, they have placed preconditions on peace talks, waged a relentless international campaign to 

undermine Israel's legitimacy, and promoted the notorious Goldstone report that falsely accuses Israel 

of war crimes. In fact, they're doing right now in the UN in the grotesquely misnamed UN Human Rights 

Council. 

I want to thank President Obama and the United States Congress for their efforts to thwart this libel, 

and I ask for your continued support. 

Regrettably, the Palestinian Authority has also continued incitement against Israel. A few days ago, a 

public square near Ramallah was named after a terrorist who murdered 37 Israeli civilians, including 13 

children.  The Palestinian Authority did nothing to prevent it. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Peace requires reciprocity. It cannot be a one-way street in which only Israel makes concessions. Israel 

stands ready to make the compromises necessary for peace. But we expect the Palestinians to 

compromise as well. But one thing I will never compromise on is our security. 

It is hard to explain Israel's security predicament to someone living in a country 500 times the size of 

Israel. But imagine the entire United States compressed to the size of New Jersey. Next, put on New 

Jersey's northern border an Iranian terror proxy called Hizbullah which fires 6,000 rockets into that small 

state. Then imagine that this terror proxy has amassed 60,000 more missiles to fire at you. Wait. I'm not 

finished. Now imagine on New Jersey's southern border another Iranian terror proxy called Hamas. It 

too fires 6,000 rockets into your territory while smuggling even more lethal weapons into its territory. 

Do you think you would feel a little bit vulnerable?  Do you think you would expect some understanding 

from the international community when you defend yourselves?  
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A peace agreement with the Palestinians must include effective security arrangements on the ground. 

Israel must make sure that what happened in Lebanon and Gaza doesn't happen again in the West Bank. 

Israel's main security problem with Lebanon is not its border with Lebanon. It is Lebanon's border with 

Syria, through which Iran and Syria smuggle tens of thousands of weapons to Hizbullah. 

Israel's main security problem with Gaza is not its border with Gaza. It's Gaza's border with Egypt, under 

which nearly 1,000 tunnels have been dug to smuggle weapons. Experience has shown that only an 

Israeli presence on the ground can prevent weapons smuggling. This is why a peace agreement with the 

Palestinians must include an Israeli presence on the eastern border of a future Palestinian state. 

If peace with the Palestinians proves its durability over time, we can review security arrangements. We 

are prepared to take risks for peace, but we will not be reckless with the lives of our people and the life 

of the one and only Jewish state. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The people of Israel want a future in which our children no longer experience the horrors of war. We 

want a future in which Israel realizes its full potential as a global center of technology, anchored in its 

values and living in peace with all its neighbors.  ͖ I͖ envision an Israel that can dedicate even more of its 

creative and scientific talents to help solve some of the great challenges of the day, foremost of which is 

finding a clean and affordable substitute for gasoline. And when we find that alternative, we will stop 

transferring hundreds of billions of dollars to radical regimes that support terror. 

I am confident that in pursuing these goals, we have the enduring friendship of the United States of 

America, the greatest nation on earth. The American people have always shown their courage, their 

generosity and their decency. From one President to the next, from one Congress to the next, America's 

commitment to Israel's security has been unwavering. In the last year, President Obama and the U.S. 

Congress have given meaning to that commitment by providing Israel with military assistance, by 

enabling joint military exercises and by working on joint missile defense. 

So too, Israel has been a staunch and steadfast ally of the United States. As Vice President Biden said, 

America has no better friend in the community of nations than Israel. For decades, Israel served as a 

bulwark against Soviet expansionism. Today it is helping America stem the tide of militant Islam. Israel 

shares with America everything we know about fighting a new kind of enemy. We share intelligence. We 

cooperate in countless other ways that I am not at liberty to divulge. This cooperation is important for 

Israel and is helping save American lives. 

Our soldiers and your soldiers fight against fanatic enemies that loathe our common values. In the eyes 

of these fanatics, we are you and you are us. To them, the only difference is that you are big and we are 

small. You are the Great Satan and we are the Little Satan. This fanaticism's hatred of Western 

civilization predates Israel's establishment by over one thousand years.  
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Militant Islam does not hate the West because of Israel. It hates Israel because of the West - because it 

sees Israel as an outpost of freedom and democracy that prevents them from overrunning the Middle 

East. That is why when Israel stands against its enemies, it stands against America's enemies. 

President Harry Truman, the first leader to recognize Israel, said this: "I have faith in Israel and I believe 

that it has a glorious future - not just as another sovereign nation, but as an embodiment of the great 

ideals of our civilization." 

My Friends, 

We are gathered here today because we believe in those common ideals. And because of those ideals, I 

am certain that Israel and America will always stand together. 
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Maps 
Map of Jerusalem: Illustrating Jewish and Arab neighborhoods within the current municipal 

boundaries of the city. 
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Jerusalem Population 1967-2000: Two maps illustrating the expansion of both Jewish and Arab 

neighborhoods in Jerusalem since 1967. 
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Map illustrating Jewish and Arab neighborhoods within the current municipal boundaries of 

Jerusalem beyond the pre-1967 border. 
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Map of Jewish and Arab Neighborhoods in Jerusalem with municipal boundaries before and after 

1967. It illustrates Jewish and Arab neighborhoods within the current municipal boundaries of the city 

as well as those in the immediate vicinity.  
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Jerusalem Municipal Boundary in 2000. Map courtesy of Carta, Jerusalem and the Israel Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs 
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Corpus Separatum map based on UN resolution 181, which proposed that Jerusalem be maintained as 

an international city under the administration of the United Nation.  Map courtesy of The Institute for 

Middle East Understanding. 
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Map illustrating projected final status borders for Jerusalem, within the framework of a two-state 

solution, proposed by former Prime Minister Ehud Olmert. Map courtesy of Foundation for Middle East 

Peace 
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Map illustrating projected final status borders for the West Bank, within the framework of a two-state 

solution, proposed by former Prime Minister Ehud Olmert. Map courtesy of Foundation for Middle East 

Peace 
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Map illustrating projected final status borders negotiated at Taba, Egypt in January 2001. Map 

courtesy of Foundation for Middle East Peace 
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Map illustrating projected final status borders proposed by former U.S. President Bill Clinton in 2000. 

Map courtesy of Foundation for Middle East Peace 
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Map illustrating Oslo II agreement designed to establish the groundwork for Palestinian self rule. It 

designated that major Palestinian areas would be self-controlled by the PA, certain areas jointly-

LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ŀƴŘ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭƭŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƧƻǊ WŜǿƛǎƘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ 

authority. Map courtesy of Foundation for Middle East Peace 

 


