
Key findings from a national survey of 800 
registered voters, conducted April 5-7, 2011.
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Now, thinking about possible actions regarding the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians…

Some Palestinian leaders, like Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, have suggested that 

the Palestinians break through the stalemate and unilaterally declare an independent Palestinian state 

WITHOUT a signed peace treaty with Israel.  

Would you support or oppose the Palestinians doing this?

Support Oppose

29%

Strongly
12%

Strongly

A majority of Americans oppose a unilateral 
declaration of a Palestinian state.
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Support Oppose Support

By Party

OpposeSupport

Opposition cuts across party lines.

Oppose

Now, thinking about possible actions regarding the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians…

Some Palestinian leaders, like Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, have suggested that 

the Palestinians break through the stalemate and unilaterally declare an independent Palestinian state 

WITHOUT a signed peace treaty with Israel.  

Would you support or oppose the Palestinians doing this?
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And, thinking some more about this topic… If the Palestinians do NOT sign a peace treaty with Israel, 

do you think the United States should recognize a unilaterally-declared Palestinian state?

Yes No

35%

Strongly

14%

Strongly

Without a peace treaty in place, voters oppose 
US recognition of a Palestinian state.
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Yes No Yes

By Party

NoYes

There is consensus across political party that 
the US should not recognize a Palestinian state 

created unilaterally.

No

And, thinking some more about this topic… If the Palestinians do NOT sign a peace treaty with Israel, 

do you think the United States should recognize a unilaterally-declared Palestinian state?
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Big/Somewhat 
Effort

Not much/No 
Effort

Based on what you have recently seen, read or heard, how much of an effort is __________  
making to achieve peace? Is it...

Thinking some more about the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians…

Israel is viewed as making the stronger effort 
toward achieving peace.

Israel The Palestinians

Big/Somewhat 
Effort

Not much/No 
Effort
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Based on what you have recently seen, read or 
heard, how much of an effort are the 

Palestinians making to achieve peace?  Is it...

Based on what you have recently seen, read or 
heard, how much of an effort is Israel is making 

to achieve peace? Is it...

Thinking some more about the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians…

Republicans are more skeptical of the 
Palestinians’ effort to achieve peace.

By Party By Party

Effort EffortEffort Effort Effort Effort
No

Effort
No

Effort
No

Effort
No

Effort
No

Effort
No

Effort
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Israel Supporter Palestinian Supporter

Now, thinking about the ongoing conflict between Israel and the Palestinians in the Middle East, 

please tell me whether, in general, you consider yourself to be... A strong supporter of Israel, a 

supporter of Israel, a supporter of the Palestinians ...or... a strong supporter of the Palestinians?

Neither/Don’t Know/Refused

** Trend from joint research by Greenberg Quinlan Rosner and Public Opinion Strategies.

Disengagement Lebanon Flotilla Incident Crisis in 

EgyptGaza War

Israel-Hamas Truce 

Annapolis
Gaza Blockade 

Begins
Hamas 

elected
Death 

of Arafat

Recent events abroad has driven higher 
American support for Israel.
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Israel Pales. Israel

By Party

Pales.Israel

Support for Israel has grown across party lines...

December 2010

62 35 142 9 32

Now, thinking about the ongoing conflict between Israel and the Palestinians in the Middle East, 

please tell me whether, in general, you consider yourself to be... A strong supporter of Israel, a 

supporter of Israel, a supporter of the Palestinians ...or... a strong supporter of the Palestinians?
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Israel Pales. Israel Pales. Israel Pales. Israel Israel Pales.

And, among older voters.

By Age

34 44 911 7 50

December 2010

45 529 4

Now, thinking about the ongoing conflict between Israel and the Palestinians in the Middle East, 

please tell me whether, in general, you consider yourself to be... A strong supporter of Israel, a 

supporter of Israel, a supporter of the Palestinians ...or... a strong supporter of the Palestinians?
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Israel Supporter Palestinian SupporterNeither/Don’t Know/Refused

** Trend from joint research by Greenberg Quinlan Rosner and Public Opinion Strategies.

Disengagement

Lebanon

Crisis in 

Egypt

Flotilla Incident Talks 

Stall

Peace talks 

renew

Gaza War

Israel-Hamas Truce 

Annapolis

Now, thinking about the ongoing conflict between Israel and the Palestinians in the Middle East, 

please tell me whether, in general, you think America should be... A strong supporter of Israel, a 

supporter of Israel, a supporter of the Palestinians ...or... a strong supporter of the Palestinians?

Voters continue to believe the US should side with 
Israel in the conflict with the Palestinians.
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Israel Pales. Israel

By Party

Pales.Israel

There is consensus across party lines 
(note the increase among Democrats).

December 2010

66 49 53 6 39

Now, thinking about the ongoing conflict between Israel and the Palestinians in the Middle East, 

please tell me whether, in general, you think America should be... A strong supporter of Israel, a 

supporter of Israel, a supporter of the Palestinians ...or... a strong supporter of the Palestinians?
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Israel Pales. Israel Pales. Israel Israel Israel Pales.

And, every age group believes the US should 
side with Israel. 

Pales.

By Age

38 49 17 3 63

December 2010

48 557 2

Now, thinking about the ongoing conflict between Israel and the Palestinians in the Middle East, 

please tell me whether, in general, you think America should be... A strong supporter of Israel, a 

supporter of Israel, a supporter of the Palestinians ...or... a strong supporter of the Palestinians?
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Warm

Now, for each of the following countries or groups of people, please rate each one using a zero to one 

hundred scale, where zero means you have a cold/very unfavorable feeling toward that person and one 

hundred means you have a warm/very favorable feeling toward that person, and fifty is neutral. Of 

course, you can choose any number between zero and one hundred depending on how you feel. 

Cold

Israel The Palestinians Iran
Mean Score

63 38 26

Warm Cold Warm Cold

A majority of Americans view Israel favorably.
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For each of the following people or groups of people, please rate each one using a one to one hundred 

scale, where one means you have a cold/very unfavorable feeling toward that person and one hundred 

means you have a warm/very favorable feeling toward that person, and fifty is neutral. Of course, you 

can choose any number between one and one hundred depending on how you feel… Israel.

Attitudes toward Israel have improved over the 
past couple of months.

Warm

Cold

51%

14%

Warm Cold

Israel

** Trend from joint research by Greenberg Quinlan Rosner and Public Opinion Strategies.
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Warm Cold Warm Cold Warm Cold Warm ColdWarm Cold

For each of the following people or groups of people, please rate each one using a one to one hundred 

scale, where one means you have a cold/very unfavorable feeling toward that person and one hundred 

means you have a warm/very favorable feeling toward that person, and fifty is neutral. Of course, you 

can choose any number between one and one hundred depending on how you feel… Israel.

By Age

38 44 915 15 55

December 2010

38 5215 9

There has been strong improvement among 
middle-aged voters.
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For each of the following people or groups of people, please rate each one using a one to one hundred 

scale, where one means you have a cold/very unfavorable feeling toward that person and one hundred 

means you have a warm/very favorable feeling toward that person, and fifty is neutral. Of course, you 

can choose any number between one and one hundred depending on how you feel… The Palestinians.

American’s view of the Palestinians 
continues to erode.

Warm

Cold

16%

45%

The Palestinians

** Trend from joint research by Greenberg Quinlan Rosner and Public Opinion Strategies.

Warm Cold
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For each of the following people or groups of people, please rate each one using a one to one hundred 

scale, where one means you have a cold/very unfavorable feeling toward that person and one hundred 

means you have a warm/very favorable feeling toward that person, and fifty is neutral. Of course, you 

can choose any number between one and one hundred depending on how you feel… Iran.

Warm

Cold

Iran is viewed very unfavorably by Americans.

8%

67%

Warm Cold

** Trend from joint research by Greenberg Quinlan Rosner and Public Opinion Strategies.

Iran




