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Timeline of Israeli -Arab Peace Initiatives Since 1977

Jan. 22, 2009George Mitchell Named Special Envoy to the Middle East: President Obama
named George J. Mitchell as a special envoy to the Middle East. The former Senate majority
leader served as an envoy to the Middle East under President George W. Bush and helped to
broker a peace agreement in Northern Ireland under President Clinton.[1]

Jan. 21, 200%€U Foreign Ministers and Israel Agree to Work Together: Israeli Foreign
Minister Tzipi Livni traveled to Brussels to achieve an understanding between Israel and EU
member states on the necessity to work together in order to halt current Iranian weapon
smuggling operations into the Gaza Strip.[2]

Jan. 18, 2009sraeli Emergency Medical Clinic for Palestinians: The Israeli government
opened an emergency clinic at Erez Crossing, along the Gaza-Israel border, in an effort to
provide humanitarian assistance and medical care to the Palestinian civilian population of
Gaza, which is under the coordination of Israeli Minister of Welfare and Social Services Isaac
Herzog.[3] As agreed by the International Red Cross and the Israeli ministers of welfare and
health, injured Palestinians seeking medical attention, according to their case, will be
transferred to Israeli hospitals from Gaza for treatment.

Jan. 17, 2009sraeli Ceasefire in Gaza: Israel declared a ceasefire to end Operation Cast

Lead in Gaza after reaching an understanding with Egypt and securing agreements from the

U.S. and other members of the international community that rearmament of Hamas in the
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but its leadership announced their own ceasefire 12 hours after later.[5]

Jan. 16, 2009J.S. ¢ Israel Memorandum of Understanding: Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi

Livni traveled to Washington, D.C. to meet with U.S. officials and sign an agreement

between the two countries to prevent Hamas and other terrorist groups from smuggling

weapons into Gaza through Egypt.[6] According to State Department Spokesman Sean
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and technology necessary in order to fulfill our part of the bargain. The essential element of

this is to inhibit the ability of Hamas to rearir]’

Dec. 27, 2008 Jan. 16, 2009peration Cast Lead: As Hamas and other Iran-backed

Palestinian groups in Gaza continue to kill and wound Israeli civilians by launching almost

daily attacks, Israel took action to defend its citizens with targeted airstrikes against terrorist
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ceasefire with Iran-backed Hamas formally ended on Dec. 19, during which Palestinian

terrorists in Gaza fired more than 170 missiles, rockets and mortars at Israeli civilians, killing

a 30-year-old resident of the southern Negev city of Netivot and wounding four.[9]

Dec. 18,200&ix-a 2 Y U K & { G S 2 FThe/Edyptiari-fed initiati®fa sixS v G Y
month state of calm went into effect on June 19, as was separately agreed by both Israel and
the Iran-backed terrorist group Hamas, and officially ended on Dec. 18. The six-month lull in



fighting intended to halt all forms of Palestinian terrorism against Israel, specifically the
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military buildup through weapons smuggling and a negotiated settlement to secure Gilad
{KFfAGQa NBtSIFaS FNBY DFIilFd 9FARSYyOS 2F AyONEBI

increase of humanitarian aid into Gaza.[10] During the six-month period, Iran-backed Hamas
terrorists violated the state of calm, firing 362 rockets and mortars at the civilian population
in the southern Negev region.[11]

Aug. 25, 2008Gesture of Goodwill to Palestinian President Abbas: Israel released 199
Palestinian security prisoners, including Mohammed Abu Ali-Yata and Said al-Ataba, both of
whom were convicted of murdering Israeli civilians.[12]

July 15, 2008Israel Cabinet Ratifies Deal for Return of Abducted Soldiers: The Israeli Cabinet

authorized the release of convicted murderer Samir Kuntar in exchange for Eldad Regev and

Ehud Goldwasser, two Israelis abducted by Iran-backed Hezbollah in July 2006 as they

LI GNBftfSR LaNIStQa aARS 2F GKS 02NRSNJ gAGK [ So
during the ensuing war, are also scheduled for release in the prisoner exchange

agreement.[13] Israel also released the remains of several Palestinian and Lebanese
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in which members of the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine murdered 22
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the terrorists who carried out the Coastal Road Massacre in 1978, including the remains of

Dalal Mughrabi, the leader of the attack during which members of Fatah hijacked a bus on

LANI St Qa O2Faidlf NRFIR YR {AffSR op OAGAfAlYyax

June 2224, 2008Canal for Peace Project: French President Nicolas Sarkozy and Israeli

President Shimon Peres launcheR G KS &/ FylFf F2NJtSIFOSé¢ LINRB2SOG R
three-day visit to Israel. The plan involves creating a 323-mile (520 km) corridor to bring

water from the Red Sea to stem the shrinking of the Dead Sea.[16] The project was initiated

by Peres to improve regional economic development by creating jobs for Palestinians,

Jordanians and Israelis.[17]

April 2008¢June 2007L A N> St A ' AR { Ay OS | IMorethan124002f Sy G DI 1
Gazans, including patients and accompanying individuals, were transferred from the Gaza

Strip into Israel for medical treatment;[18] Israel facilitated the passage of 20,154 trucks

containing 475,026 tons of both essential humanitarian supplies and non-essential goods

into Gaza;[19] more than 2,464,000 gallons (112,000,000 liters) of fuel were delivered to

Gaza through the Nahal Oz fuel terminal terminal since Hamas took control of the territory

in a violent coup against Fatah in June 2007.[20]

Jan. 22, 2008srael Continues to Provide Humanitarian Aid and Electricity to Palestinians in

Gaza: Despite the increased number of ongoing rocket and mortar fire from Palestinian

terrorist groups in Gaza; over 4,000 missiles and rockets were fired since Israel unilaterally

withdrew from Gaza in August 2005, the country continues to seek peace with the

Palestinians. Israeli foreign minister Tzipi Livni saidonJan. 24,2008 ¢ KS 321t Aa (2 Sy¥



conflict between our two nations, our two peoples, by the creation or giving the answer to
the national aspirations of the Palestineby creating a Palestinian state. Just as Israel is
homeland for the Jewish people, the Palestinian state is and should be by its own creation a
K2YStFryR T2NJ[MAKS tIfSaldAyAl yaoe

Jan. 911, 2008President George W. Bush Visit to Israel: President Bush embarked on a tour
of a number of Middle East countries, starting with Israel. The purpose of the visit was to
advance peace negotiations initiated at the Annapolis conference in Nov. 2007. Bush urged
the Palestinian side to dismantle the terrorist infrastructure and also called on Israel to halt
settlement construction and remove unauthorized settler outposts.[22]

Nov. 27, 2007Annapolis Summit: Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Palestinian
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas sign a joint statement in Annapolis, Md. to lay the
groundwork for peace talks. The joint document delineates broad principles of agreements
and commitments to peace and stipulates that both sides will establish steering committees,
led by the heads of their delegations to the Annapolis talks, that will meet continuously
starting Dec. 12, 2007. Both sides agree to meet on a bi-weekly basis and express hope to
reach a final peace agreement by the end of 2008.[23]

June 25, 20078harm el-Sheikh Summit II: Olmert meets in Sharm el-Sheikh with Abbas,
Mubarak and Jordan's King Abdullah II. The leaders gather to discuss containment of Hamas
in the Gaza Strip and to strengthen Abbas' Fatah party in the West Bank. As a goodwill
gesture, Olmert announces the Israeli government's intention to release 250 Fatah prisoners
who have 'no blood on their hands' and who pledge to renounce violence.[24]

April 1, 20071sraeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert's Acceptance of Arab Peace Initiative: In
response to the March 28, 2007 Arab League Summit at Riyadh, Olmert welcomes the Arab
Initiative, revised since its conception in 2002, and invites the Arab heads of state to a
meeting in Israel to further discuss the initiative and collaborate on improving it.[25]

Aug. 15Aug. 23, 2005Gaza and West Bank Disengagement: In an effort to relieve the
security threats against Israelis living in Gaza and to try to put the Israeli-Palestinian peace
talks back on track, Israel unilaterally pulls all of its citizens out of the Gaza Strip and the
northern West Bank. This dramatic move costs Israel approximately $2 billion, and includes
the evacuation of all of the roughly 9,000 Israelis living in the affected areas in addition to
exhuming and transferring all graves in Gaza to Israeli territory. On Sept. 12, 2005, the last
Israel Defense Forces soldier departs the Gaza Strip, marking a historic step towards peace
by Israel.[26]

Feb. 8, 20058harm el-Sheikh Summit I: Sharon meets with PA President Abbas, Egyptian
President Hosni Mubarak and King Abdullah of Jordan to announce the implementation of
Israel's disengagement from the Gaza Strip and parts of the West Bank. Abbas and Sharon
agree upon a ceasefire. Sharon expresses his hope that the disengagement will foster a step
forward in the Roadmap for Peace.[27]



Dec. 18, 2003ourth Herzliya Conference: At this conference, Prime Minister Sharon
presents a plan for Israel's unilateral disengagement from the Gaza Strip and northern
Samaria in exchange for peace. The Israeli Cabinet approves the plan on June 6, 2004 and
the Knesset (Israeli Parliament) approves it on Oct. 25, 2004. The disengagement plan, a
major sacrifice for peace, calls for evacuating nearly 9,000 Israeli residents living in Gaza and
the West Bank. Israel also proposes the disengagement plan in hopes of stimulating progress
in the peace process on the Palestinian side.[28]

June 4, 2003Peace Summit at Agaba: Sharon and Abbas meet in Jordan to reaffirm their
commitment to the Roadmap. Sharon promises withdrawal of Israeli troops from Palestinian
areas, and Abbas pledges an end to the Intifada and the Palestinian culture of hate against
Israel. The prospects of the summit are shattered Aug. 19, 2003, after Palestinian terrorists
carry out a suicide bombing in Jerusalem. As a result, on Sept. 1, 2003 the Israeli Cabinet
decides to wage war against Hamas and other terrorist groups, and halts the diplomatic
process with the Palestinian Authority until it proves it is taking concrete measures to stop
terrorism.[29]

Apr. 30, 2003Roadmap for Peace: Based upon President Bush's speech of June 24, 2002
and principles of the Oslo Accords, this plan is supervised by the Quartet: the United States,
the European Union, the Russian Federation and the United Nations. It calls for serious
alterations in the Palestinian government and results in the appointment of Palestinian
Authority Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas. The Roadmap, which charts progress toward a
final-status agreement through a series of benchmarks relating to security and political
progress, is still the official blueprint towards peace between Israel and the Palestinians,
with the Quartet meeting intermittently to track the progress of the plan.[30]

June 24, 200Bush's Vision for the Middle East: In a Rose Garden Speech, President George
W. Bush outlines a new plan for peace between Israel and the Palestinians, with the
possibility of a sovereign Palestinian state established in the near future. This policy calls for
new Palestinian leadership (specifically acknowledging the corruption and unwillingness to
stop terrorism that characterized Arafat's regime) and a reformulated democratic
government for the Palestinians. The president also calls upon the Palestinians, as well as
other Arab states supporting or tolerating terrorism, to cease those activities. The plan
focuses mainly on the impediments to the peace process posed by the Palestinians since the
Israelis had repeatedly offered and acted upon various concessions for peace, and on
greater democratization throughout the Arab world.[31]

March 28, 2002The Arab Peace Initiative: Leaders of Arab nations come together at the
Beirut Summit, where Saudi Arabia proposes a plan for peace between Israel and the
Palestinians. This plan is known as the Saudi Initiative, or the Arab Peace Initiative. The plan
calls for Israel to withdraw completely to pre-1967 borders; supports the ‘right of return’ for
all Palestinian refugees and their descendents; and the creation of a Palestinian state with
East Jerusalem as its capital. The Arab states in attendance pledge not to exercise military
action to end the hostilities, and state that if Israel agrees to the aforementioned
stipulations without modification, the Arab countries will in return consider the Arab-Israeli



conflict to be over and normalize relations with Israel. Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres
responds to the initiative on behalf of Israel, stating that Israel views the plan as
encouraging, but that the agreement must be discussed directly with the Palestinians and
that no accord can come to fruition unless terror activities are ceased, a condition not
mentioned in the Arab Initiative.[32]

Jan. 2227, 2001 Taba Conference: In the midst of the Second Intifada, and as a follow-up to
the Camp David Summit, the Israelis and Palestinians meet for a final attempt to come to an
agreement on a Palestinian state. Israel offers 94 percent of the West Bank in addition to
Israeli land, culminating in an offer of 97 percent of the total land area requested by the
Palestinians. The 'right of return' is also considered. However, the conference ends again in a
standstill, and an Israeli-Palestinian Joint Statement is issued asserting that the two parties
have never before been so close to an agreement and expressing hope for the future.[33]

July 1125, 2000Camp David Summit: To keep to the schedule set by the Sharm el-Sheikh
Memorandum, Arafat and Barak meet with President Clinton at Camp David. In an effort to
achieve peace once and for all, Barak offers a series of concessions including Israeli
withdrawal from the entire Gaza Strip and 95 percent of the West Bank; the subsequent
creation of an independent Palestinian state in the aforementioned areas; the
dismantlement of all Israeli settlements in those areas given to the Palestinians; land
compensation outside of the West Bank for settlements to remain under Israeli sovereignty;
and Palestinian rule over East Jerusalem and most of the Old City (excluding the Jewish
Quarter) and 'religious sovereignty' on the Temple Mount. In exchange, the agreement
called for Arafat to declare an end to the conflict and a prohibition of future claims on Israeli
land. Arafat rejects the proposal and makes no counter-offer. The summit ends in failure,
but a Tri-Lateral Statement is issued delineating the principles of future talks.[34]

Sept. 4, 19995harm el-Sheikh Memorandum: This memorandum addresses the delay in
implementation of the Oslo Accords created by Palestinian non-compliance with security
obligations and the subsequent Israeli refusal to redeploy troops in the face of a growing
terror threat from Area A (which is under full Palestinian administrative and security
control). At this time, Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak meet to reaffirm their
commitment to the Oslo Peace Process and set a new deadline, Sept. 13, 2000, for the
completion of peace talks.[35]

Oct. 23, 1998Wye River Memorandum: U.S. President Bill Clinton hosts Netanyahu and
Arafat to negotiate the details of implementation of Oslo Il of 1995. The memorandum
emphasizes the need for the Palestinian side to uphold its security obligations. In return, for
each phase the Palestinians successfully complete, they are to receive a specified
percentage of land (through measures such as Israeli troop deployments).[36]

Jan. 17, 1997rotocol Concerning the Redeployment in Hebron: The redeployment of
Israeli soldiers from Hebron, the last remaining Palestinian city under Israeli control, is
orchestrated in the Hebron Agreement. The protocol is signed by Arafat and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. This marks the first time Israel's Likud party government has
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supported territorial withdrawal in the West Bank (also known as Judea and Samaria), until
then widely considered a Labor party policy.[37]

Sept. 28, 19950slo II: The Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip, known as "Oslo II" or "Taba," broadens and supersedes the 1994 Gaza-Jericho
Agreement. This agreement deals with many aspects of the transition to Palestinian
autonomy, including how Israel will leave Palestinian-populated areas in the West Bank and
Gaza; the provision for Palestinians to elect the newly established Palestinian Council; and
the division of the area into three sections based on which group retains responsibility for
security divided into Areas A, B and C. Israel also releases Palestinian prisoners as a sign of
goodwill.[38]

Oct. 26, 1994lsrael-Jordan Peace Treaty: After a series of meetings, Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin and Jordanian Prime Minister Abdul-Salam Majali sign the Israel-Jordan Peace
Treaty. The basic provisions of the treaty delineate the international border; prohibit
hostilities between the two nations; agree upon water usage from shared bodies of water;
allow for freedom of movement between the two countries as well as access to religious
sites within Jerusalem; and formally normalize all relations between Israel and Jordan.
Diplomatic relations begin Nov. 27, 1994, and additional bilateral agreements are signed in
the coming years in areas such as environment, trade and tourism.[39]

July25, 1994:The Washington Declaration: King Hussein of Jordan and Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin meet publicly in Washington, D.C. for the first time and take important steps
toward implementing a peace treaty. The official state of war between the two countries is
ended; each nation agrees to follow U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 to seek a
total and lasting peace; and Israel acknowledges Jordan's special role in the oversight of
Muslim holy places within Jerusalem. The two leaders also focus on future economic
cooperation between Israel and Jordan.[40]

May 4, 1994 Gaza-Jericho Agreement: In what is also known as the Cairo Agreement, Israel
and the Palestinians outline Israel's initial withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and Jericho, as
well as the creation of the Palestinian Authority. Although Israel is removing all of its forces
from these areas (and later from Palestinian cities in the West Bank), Yasser Arafat's PA fails
to meet the security conditions requiring it to crack down on terror groups such as Hamas
and Palestinian Islamic Jihad.[41]

Sept. 14, 1993Israel-Jordan Common Agenda: After almost two years of Madrid
Conference-inspired bilateral talks between Israel and Jordan, the two nations sign the
Common Agenda which outlines the impending peace treaty between the two countries.[42]

Sept. 13, 1993The Oslo Accords: After secret negotiations between the Israelis and
Palestinians in Oslo following the Madrid Peace Conference, Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin and Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat shake hands and sign the "Declaration of
Principles On Interim Self-Government Arrangements,” better known as the Oslo Accords.
The agreement calls for the transfer of power in the West Bank and Gaza Strip to the
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Palestinians, beginning with an interim phase, leading to self-government and elections
among the Palestinians, and culminating with a final-status agreement in which a permanent
Palestinian state will sign an end-of-conflict agreement with Israel. The negotiations phase of
the Accords include Rabin and Arafat exchanging letters in which Arafat pledges that the PLO
recognizes Israel and commits itself to peace, while Rabin states that Israel recognizes the
PLO as a legitimate party in the negotiations for peace. The "land for peace" strategy is
heavily employed in these accords. The Oslo Accords are carried out through phased
meetings.[43]

Oct. 3GNov. 1, 1991 Madrid Peace Conference: The United States and USSR co-host a
conference in Spain to set the framework to negotiate peace between Israel and Jordan,
Syria, Lebanon and the Palestinians, the first time direct and open peace talks are held
between Israel and these four partners since 1949. The three-day conference sets in motion
bilateral talks between Israel and each of its neighbors, as well as multilateral talks, about
issues such as trade, resource development and conflict-prevention. Ultimately, however, no
agreements develop from the Madrid process.[44]

May 14, 1989israel's Peace Initiative: Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir and Defense
Minister Yitzhak Rabin announce a plan for peace, based on the Camp David Accords,
consisting of four basic parts: strengthening peace with Egypt as a regional cornerstone;
promoting full peaceful relations with the Arab states; improving refugee conditions through
international efforts; and establishing interim self-rule for Palestinians, including Palestinian
elections, during a five-year period leading to a "permanent solution."[45]

March 26, 1979tsrael-Egypt Peace Treaty: Israel and Egypt sign a treaty which calls for both
nations to demilitarize the Sinai Peninsula; for Israel to withdraw to the pre-1967 border,
giving up military bases, settlements, roads and the Sinai oil fields; and for Egypt to
‘normalize’ relations with Israel. Other Arab countries attack the agreement, and Sadat is
assassinated by Muslim extremists in 1981. Nevertheless, the treaty holds.[46]

Sept. 17, 1978The Camp David Accords: After 12 days of closed negotiations between the
Israelis and Egyptians at Camp David, the two delegations sign the Camp David Accords. This
is made up of two sections: the first creates a framework for autonomous rule by the
Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip; the second deals with the future of peace
between Israel and Egypt, calling for a peace treaty to be agreed upon within three months
that will include a full Israeli withdrawal from the Sinai.[47]

Nov. 19, 1977tn response to an invitation by Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin,

Egyptian President Anwar Sadat becomes the first Arab leader to travel to Israel and discuss
the prospects of peace between the two nations.[48]
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Timeline of Israel-Egypt Bilateral Relations

{ I RIIGi Q& =+ ANaverdber(l® 19774 NJ S f

President Anwar Sadat becomes the first Arab leader to officially visit Israel after accepting
an invitation by Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin. During the historic visit, Sadat
addressed the Knesset. His speech repeated familiar Egyptian demands, but also contained
reassurance that Israel was welcome in the region. His willingness to go to Jerusalem broke a
psychological barrier that convince Israelis of his sincerity and ultimately gave them the
confidence they could take the risks that would ultimately be required to make peace with

Egypt. [1]
The Camp David AccordsSept. 17, 1978

After 12 days of closed talks between Israeli and Egyptian delegations at Camp David in the
U.S., the two sides sign the two-part Camp David Accords. The first section deals with the
future of the Sinai Peninsula and peace between Israel and Egypt, and calls for a peace
treaty to be signed within three months that stipulates a full Israeli withdrawal from Sinai.
The second part outlines a framework for establishing autonomous Palestinians rule in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip. [2]

IsraetEgypt Peace TreatyMarch 26, 1979

Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin and Egyptian President Anwar Sadat sign a treaty at
the White House, witnessed by President Jimmy Carter, requiring both countries to cease
hostile activity and to demilitarize the Sinai Peninsula. Under the terms of the agreement,
Israel is to withdraw to the pre-1967 border, give up military bases, settlements, roads and
the Sinai oil fields in return for normalized relations with Egypt. Meanwhile, all other Arab
states denounce the treaty and Egypt is suspended from the Arab League.

Embassies Opeq 1980
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First Ambassadors AppointegJan. 5, 1980

Egypt appoints Saad Mortada as its first ambassador to Israel. Dr. Eliyahu Ben Elissar will be
Israel's first ambassador to Egypt. [4]

Egyptian Control of Sinaj April 25, 1982

In accordance with the Camp David Accords, Israel fully completes its withdrawal from the
Sinai Peninsula. [5]

Sadat AssassinatedOctober 6, 1981

Muslim extremists assassinate President Sadat. He is succeeded by Vice President Hosni
Mubarak who pledges to fulfill the terms of the peace agreement with Israel. [6]

Ambassador Recalleq Sept. 21, 1982

13



The Egyptian ambassador to Israel, Saad Mortada, was summoned back to Cairo in response
to the massacre of Palestinians at the Sabra and Shatila refugee camps in West Beirut. [7]

Economic Tieg 19861987
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percent of its oil from its neighbor to the south. In 1987, 170,000 Israelis visited Egypt and
was the largest number of tourists from any one country. [8]

Nubaseed Agricultural Demonstration Farni987

Through cooperation between Egypt, Israel, and the U.S., the Nubaseed Demonstration
Farm opens south of Alexandria, Egypt. This ongoing, cooperative project between the three
countries focuses on addressing key agricultural issues with advanced technologies and
sharing these new practices with inexperienced farmers in the region. [9]

Mubarak Refuses Meetings with Israeli Leader$989

In early 1989, Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak plans a trip to Israel but then announces
conditions on his visit, including demands that Israel hold negotiations with the PLO, and the
trip never takes place. During his 1989 visit to the United States, the Israelis asked President
Mubarak to extend his stay and meet with Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. Mubarak
declined and continued his boycott of the Israeli Prime Minister through 1989. [10]

Taba Border Agreemerg Feb. 27, 1989

Following an international arbitration ruling on the location of the border of the Sinai town

of Taba, Israel agrees to turn over the Taba beach resort to Egypt. The agreement also allows

G2dzNAada GNI@StAy3a FNRY LaNISt (2 LI aa (dKNRdAzAK
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Gazalericho Agreemeng May 4, 1994

Also known as the Cairo Agreement, Israel and the Palestinians outline Israel's initial
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and Jericho, as well as the creation of the Palestinian
Authority (PA). Although Israel agrees to remove all of its forces from these areas (and later
from Palestinian cities in the West Bank), Yasser Arafat's PA fails to meet the security
conditions requiring it to crack down on terror groups such as Hamas and Palestinian Islamic
Jihad. [12]

Cairo Peace SummitFeb. 2, 1995

Leaders from Egypt, Israel, Jordan, and the PLO hold a summit meeting in Cairo, reaffirming
their determination to achieve a lasting peace in the region. Initiated by Egyptian President
Hosni Mubarak, and attended by King Hussein of Jordan and Palestinian Authority (PA)
Chairman Yasser Arafat, the meeting marks the first time that Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin sits with all three Arab leaders. [13]

Citrus Importsg July 12, 1995
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The Israel Agricultural Ministry announces it will commence importing tens of thousands of
tons of citrus annually from Egypt for industrial use. [14]

Funeral of Yitzhak RabioNov. 6, 1995
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his only trip to Israel. He has refused all invitations to visit Israel since that day. [15]

Egypt Assumes Intermediary Role in Peace Tglane 6, 1997
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peace and fill the vacuum left by the United States. Published reports in Israel said that
Osama el-Baz, senior aide to Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, was trying to set up a
meeting between Palestinian Authority President Yasir Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu to break the deadlock in the peace talks and bring the two sides back
to the negotiating table. [16]

Tourism Peaksg 1999

The flow of Israeli tourists to Egypt reached a high of 415,000 in 1999. Since 2000, there has
been a decline in the number of tourists, although visits still take place on an ongoing basis,
albeit on a more limited scale. The flow of Egyptian tourists to Israel reached a high of
28,000 in 1995, with 2,500 visitors to Israel in the first half of 2002.

Sharm elSheih Memorandumc¢ Sept. 4, 1999

The Sharm el-Sheikh memorandum, signed in Egypt by Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak and
Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat, addresses delayed
implementation of the Oslo Accords by Palestinian non-compliance of security obligations
and the consequent Israeli refusal to redeploy troops in the face of the growing terror
threat. Barak and Arafat reaffirm their commitment to the Oslo Accords peace process and
set a new deadline of Sept. 13, 2000, for the completion of the peace talks. Egyptian

t NBAARSY(O |1 2ayA adzol NI 12X W2NRIYyQa YAy3
Albright attend the Sharm el-Sheikh ceremony. [17]

Egypt Withdraws AmbassadarNov. 21, 2000

Egypt announces that it will recall its ambassador to Israel, Mohammed Bassouni, amid
ongoing violence between Israelis and Palestinians. [18]

Economic Tieg 20002001

In 2000, Israeli exports to Egypt were valued at $58.1 million but dropped 20 percent to
$47.1 million in 2001. In 2001, Egypt imported goods (excluding oil and services) to Israel
totaled $20 million, a total value that dropped from $20.7 million in 2000. [19]
Anti-Semitic Ramadan Television Serie©ct. 26, 2002

An Egyptian satellite television channel creates a 41-episode series to broadcast nightly
through the Islamic holy month of Ramadan with a potential audience in the tens of millions.
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from 1855 to 1917 from the point of view of an Egyptian who fought British occupiers and

the Zionist movement. [20] This is just one of many examples of anti-Semitism in the state-

run Egyptian media.

Egyptian Antisemitic Cartoons Printed Aug. 10, 2003

The Egyptian daily, al-Wafd, printed a set of anti-semitic cartoons that depict Israeli Prime

Minister, Ariel Sharon, as a satanic figure. Prime Minister Sharon is drawn with horns, a tail,

and a swastika necktie. In the cartoon he speaks to a group of hook-nosed religious Jews and
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Release of Azzam AzzanbDec. 5, 2004

In response to Prime MinisterArA St { KI N2y Qa NBljdzSadsx 938 LJiAly t N
instructed the relevant Egyptian authorities to work to shorten the sentence of Azzam

Azzam, an Israeli convicted of spying and imprisoned in Egypt for eight years. As a gesture of

appreciation, Prime Minister Sharon had Israeli authorities release six Egyptian infiltrators

from detention and ordered the relevant security authorities to consider the possibility of

shortening the prison terms of Palestinian prisoners. [22]

Partial Trade Paat Dec. 142004

Egypt, Israel, and the United States sign a three-way partial-free trade accord that opens
U.S. markets to Egyptian goods produced with inputs from Israel. The agreement is
considered the most important economic deal between the two Middle East countries in the
last two decades. [23] The pact "will contribute to a just and comprehensive peace," said the
Egyptian trade minister at the time. [24]

New Ambassador to Israel March 17, 2005
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marked the end of the more than three-year Egyptian protest in response to IDF actions

during the intifada. [25]

Natural Gas Deat June 30, 2005

Egypt and Israel sign a landmark $2.5 billion deal for the sale of Egyptian natural gas to

Israel. Egypt agrees to supply 1.7 billion cubic meters of natural gas over a 15-year period via

an undersea pipeline from the Egyptian town of el-Arish to the Israeli city of Ashkelon. [26]
bSA20AFGA2ya F2N) { G §Fnep&d20a8 DA I R { Kt AGQa wSt
Iran-backed Hamas abducts Staff Sgt. Gilad Shalit on June 25, 2006, with the help of two

other terrorist groups in which they killed two soldiers and injured four others. [27] Egypt is

the primary mediator in negotiations between Israeland | I Y & Ay LaN} St Qa OF YLJ
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Philadelphi Deat, August 24, 2005
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Israel and Egypt agreed on the deployment of 750 Egyptian security forces along the
Philadelphi route on the Gaza-Egypt border to prevent weapons smuggling through the area.
In the finalized deal, Egyptians are to refrain from openly transferring weapons to the
Palestinians. [29]

Security Cooperation against Gaza Arms Smugglibgpv. 21, 2007

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak agree to step up
cooperative intelligence and security measures in order to combat arms smuggling from
Sinai into the Gaza Strip. [30]

Sixa2y (K a{dGlIGS 2 Fcluné92608! ANBSYSy i

A six-month state of calm, separately agreed upon by Israel and Hamas, goes into effect.
Brokered by Egypt, the ceasefire aimed to halt all Palestinian rocket fire into Israel and the
cessation of weapons smuggling into Gaza by Iran. As part of the agreement, Israel would
increase the amount of humanitarian aid into Gaza. During the six-month period, which
ended on Dec. 18, Iran-backed Hamas terrorists violate the state of calm, firing 362 rockets
and mortars at the civilian population in the southern Negev region. [31]

Egypt Seals BordeyDec. 2008

Egypt closes its border with the Gaza Strip during Israeli Operation Cast Lead and President
Hosni Mubarak declares that it would not be open on a permanent basis until conditions
agreed upon in 2005 are in place. The border would be open on an emergency basis only to
receive those who are wounded and in need of medical treatment. [32] Smuggling tunnels
from Egypt to Gaza, that had been in operation for several years and were built as a way

I NP dzy R Lr@rldbiSckateicontn@ed to operate throughout the armed conflict and
were used by Hamas to smuggle in weapons. [33]

Israeli Ceasefire in Gazalan. 17, 2009

Israel declares a unilateral ceasefire to end Operation Cast Lead in Gaza after reaching an

understanding with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and securing commitments from the

United States and several European states to help stop the rearmament of Iran-backed

l'FYFa Ay GKS DFT I {GNRLI @Al LN}YYy IlefirRbuf @NAI @ oo
announces its own ceasefire 12 hours later. [35] Hamas leaders criticize Egypt for not taking

a larger role in aiding Gaza during the Israeli operation. [36]

Tradec 2008

Israel imported $132 million worth of goods from Egypt in 2008, up from $94 million in
2007. Exports to Egypt totaled $139 million in 2008, a decline from $154 million in 2007. [37]

Cooperation to End Arms SmuggligdMarch 20, 2009

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak met and agreed
to intensify intelligence and security cooperation to combat smuggling from Sinai into the
Gaza Strip. Both sides agreed to hold weekly meetings and step up the activity of joint
security committee. They also agreed to pass on relevant intelligence information
immediately using a hotline. [38]
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Timeline of U.S. - Israel Relations

Index

1 May 14, 1948 - The U.S. Recognizes the State of Israel

Dec. 5, 1947 - U.S. Arms Embargo

May 1950 - Tripartite Agreement between U.S., Britain and France on arms-exports to
the Mideast

Sept. 1955 - Czechoslovakia - Egypt Arms Deal

Oct. to Nov. 1956 - Suez Crisis,

1962 - U.S. sale of HAWK missiles to Israel

1968 - U.S. Sale of Phantom F-4 fighter jets to Israel

June 1970 - Rogers Plan for Resolving the War of Attrition

Oct. 1973 - Yom Kippur War and Operation Nickel Grass
Nov.19,1977-{ R 1 Q&4 +AaAd (2 L&aANJ St
Sept. 17, 1978 - The Camp David Accords

March 26, 1979 - Israel-Egypt Peace Treaty

Sept. 1, 1982 - Reagan Plan

Aug. 1990 - February 1991 - First Gulf War

Oct. 30 - Nov. 1, 1991 - Madrid Peace Conference

Sept. 13, 1993 - The Oslo Accords,

Sept. 28,1995 - Oslo |l

Oct. 23, 1998 - Wye River Memorandum

Sept. 4, 1999 - Sharm el-Sheikh Memorandum

July 11 - 25, 2000 - Camp David Summit

Jan. 22 - 27, 2001 - Taba Summit

June 24, 2002 - Bush's Vision for the Middle East

April 30, 2003 - Roadmap for Peace

June 4, 2003 - Peace Summit at Agaba

April14,2004-t NBaARSY (i . dzaKQa [SGGSNI (2 tNAYS aAyira
Nov. 27, 2007 - Annapolis Conference
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1 May 14, 1948; The U.S. Recognizes the State of Israel

On May 14, 1948, the U.S., under President Truman, became the first country to extend
de facto recognition to the State of Israel.*

1

[ AS0SNE wa NS t W s 5 | di{MiBlche East Rewed 6f Interpational Affairs y
Vol. 2, N

0. 3, Sept. 1998, http://meria.idc.ac.il/journal/1998/issue3/jv2n3a2.html
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1 Dec. 5,1947¢ U.S. Arms Embargo

The U.S. imposed an arms embargo on all warring parties during the Israeli War of
Independence. The embargo lasted until Jan. 1949, by which time most of the fighting
had been concluded.?

1 May 1950¢ Tripartite Agreement of 1950

The Tripartite Agreement of May 1950 between the U.S., France and Britain established
an arms embargo on Israel and the Arab states involved in the conflict. However, it did
not prevent the Arab states from obtaining arms, due to their relationships with arms-
supplying states such as the Soviet Union, exemplified by the Czech Arms Deal of 1955
between Egypt and Czechoslovakia.?

1 September 195@ CzechoslovakiaEgypt Arms Deal

Egypt and Czechoslovakia concluded an arms deal in 1955 in which the Soviet Union, via
Czechoslovakia, sold Egypt 200 aircraft including fighters, bombers and transport aircraft.
The sale also provided Egypt with 230 tanks, 200 armored personnel carriers, 100 self-
propelled guns, 500 artillery pieces as well as destroyers, torpedo-boats and submarines.*

1 Oct.c Nov. 1956- Suez Crisis

Starting in 1949, Egypt trained and equipped Palestinian fedayeeror guerrillas who
conducted raids into Israel, killing 400 Israelis and wounding another 900 between 1949
and 1956. In light of this ongoing paramilitary campaign, which contravened the 1949
armistice agreements, Israel accepted a proposal by Britain and France to invade the
Sinai Peninsula.’ The U.S. was opposed to the operation and the Eisenhower
administration put intense pressure on Israel and Britain to withdraw from Egypt.
Washington initiated a resolution in the U.N. General Assembly calling for the immediate

‘[ AS0SNE w2 IS f W s Sof ! di{Miglaye Eas{ Rewed 8f Intempational Affaivs y°

Vol. 2, No. 3, Sept. 1998, http://meria.idc.ac.il/journal/1998/issue3/jv2n3a2.html | y" R G¢KS wmpny
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http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/1948 War.html
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of Foreign Affairs Web site, retrieved on Dec. 27 2007,
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Foreign+Relations/Israels+Foreign+Relations+since+1947/1947-
1974/Tripartite+Declaration+Regarding+Security+in+the+N.ntm I y R ¢ 2 K & gl & (G KS ¢ NRA LI NI
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Agency Web site, http://www.jafi.org.il/education/100/maps/fed.html
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withdrawal of the British, French and Israeli forces. The resolution was passed and
British, French and Israeli forces withdrew.®

1 1962¢ U.S. Sale of HAWK Missiles to Israel

The Kennedy administration sold Israel HAWK anti-aircraft missiles in 1962, the first

major arms deal between the two countries. This contract was the first step in what

would become a close military relationship between the two countries and paved the
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embargo on weapons sales to Israel following the Six-Day War in 1967.”

1 June 196% The U.S. and the SRayWar

In the weeks preceding the Six-Day War of June 1967, U.S. President Lyndon Johnson
made a series of efforts to ease the tensions between Israel, and Egypt and Syria. In
particular, Johnson sought to re-open the Straits of Tiran which Egyptian President Gamal
Abdel Nasser had closed to Israeli shipping; an act which Israel had stated would
precipitate a war. Johnson sought to implement an idea put forth by British Prime
Minister Harold Wilson to send an international naval force to the straits and ensure the
free passage of Israeli ships. He also stated in a meeting on May 27, 1967 with Israeli
Foreign Minister Abba Eban that the international convoy was the only way to open the
& 0 NI A G & Islaghill ndt Ke- alore urdess it decides to go it atbnel 2 6 SGSNE (G KS
plan failed to gain international support and Israel, after waiting for more than a week
before finding out that the flotilla would not be forthcoming, made preparations for a
pre-emptive strike that began on June 6, 1967.2

1 1968¢ U.S. Sa of Phantom F4 Phantom Fighter Jets to Israel

In 1968, U.S. President Lyndon Johnson approved the sale of 50 F-4 Phantom fighter jets
to Israel. The Phantom was one of the most advanced fighter jets in the world and selling
them to Israel was extremely sensitive. The sale marked the first time that the U.S. sold
advanced weaponry to Israel that was superior to weaponry held by the Arab states.’

1 June 197Q@; Rogers Plan

C2tft26Ay 3 9 3e& LIbaWar 6t BF Egyptian RrgsidentiGainal AolleE
Nasser initiated a low-intensity conflict with Israel, known as the War of Attrition, to try
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Department of State

95/01/17 Foreign Relations, Vol XVII, 1961-63, Near East, Office Of The Historian, from the Web site

of the Electronic Research Collection, retrieved on Dec. 27,

http://dosfan.lib.uic.edu/ERC/frus/summaries/950117 FRUS XVII_1961-63.html
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http://azure.org.il/magazine/magazine.asp?id=137
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Library, retrieved on Dec. 27, http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/US-Israel/phantom.html
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State William P. Rogers to end these hostilities. The plan, formally announced in June

1970, called for a 90-day cease-fire and a framework for ending the conflict between the

countries. The Israeli government rejected the plan, however, because it disregarded the

need to determine secure and agreed borders through the signing of peace treaties by

direct negotiations.™

T Oct. 1973¢ Yom Kippur War

On Oct. 6, 1973, Egyptian and Syrian forces attacked Israeli positions in the Sinai and

Golan Heights initiating a three-week war. After early advances, the Israel Defense Forces

(IDF) defeated the Egyptian and Syrian armies, crossed the Suez Canal and encircled the

Egyptian Third Army. However, in order to gain influence with Egypt and to detach that

country from the Soviet sphere after the war, U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger

warned Israel against attacking the stranded troops. Kissinger told the Israeli Ambassador
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numbered approximately 2,700 while Syrian and Egyptian casualties climbed as high as

18,500.

After the war, the U.S. pressured Israel to make territorial concessions in the cease-fire
agreements and withdraw from the west side of the Suez Canal, although the Egyptians
were allowed to maintain their positions east of the Canal which they had taken during
the war."

Operation Nickel GrassDuring the Yom Kippur War, the U.S. initiated a massive re-

supply operation to Israel of essential war materiel which was lost during the early stages

of the war. Named Operation Nickel Grass, the U.S. supplied Israel with 22,395 tons of

cargo, including M-60 tanks, 155mm howitzers and CH-53 helicopters. The U.S. also sold

36 F-4 Phantom fighter jets to Israel during the war. Operation Nickel Grass is sometimes
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told of the miracle of the immense planes from the United States bringing in the material

that meant life for our people'®
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of Foreign Affairs Web site, retrieved on Dec. 27,
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Foreign+Relations/Israels+Foreign+Relations+since+1947/1947-
1974/10+Israel+Rejects+the+Rogers+Plan-+Cabinet+Stateme.htm
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Facts, retrieved on Dec. 27,http://www.palestinefacts.org/pf 1967t01991 ykwar agreements.php

&b A O S floudaldf theiAir £orce Associativnl. 81, No. 12, Dec, 1998,
http://www.afa.org/magazine/dec1998/1298nickel print.html

Bab A O1 S tloubaldf theiAir £orce Associativnl. 81, No. 12, Dec, 1998,
http://www.afa.org/magazine/dec1998/1298nickel print.html

21


http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Foreign+Relations/Israels+Foreign+Relations+since+1947/1947-1974/10+Israel+Rejects+the+Rogers+Plan-+Cabinet+Stateme.htm
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Foreign+Relations/Israels+Foreign+Relations+since+1947/1947-1974/10+Israel+Rejects+the+Rogers+Plan-+Cabinet+Stateme.htm
http://www.palestinefacts.org/pf_1967to1991_ykwar_agreements.php
http://www.afa.org/magazine/dec1998/1298nickel_print.html
http://www.afa.org/magazine/dec1998/1298nickel_print.html

Egyptian President Anwar Sadat gave a speech to the Egyptian Parliament stating his
willingness to go to Israel and discuss peace in the Knesset. Israeli Prime Minister
Menachem Begin then invited Sadat to visit Israel, making Sadat the first Arab leader to
travel to the Jewish state and discuss a peace agreement.**

1 Sept. 17,1978 The Camp David Accords

Prompted by U.S. President Jimmy Carter, Sadat and Begin convened at Camp David, Md.
After 12 days of closed negotiations between the Israelis and Egyptians, the two
delegations signed the Camp David Accords. The Accords are comprised of two sections:
the first created a framework for autonomous rule by the Palestinians in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip; the second dealt with the future of peace between Israel and Egypt,
calling for a peace treaty to be agreed upon within three months that was to include a
full Israeli withdrawal from the Sinai."

1 March 26, 1979; IsraetEgypt Peace Treaty

Following from the David Accords, Israel and Egypt signed a peace treaty calling for both
nations to demilitarize the Sinai Peninsula; for Israel to withdraw to its pre-1967 borders,
giving up military bases, settlements, roads and the Sinai oil fields; and for Egypt to
normalize relations with Israel.*®

1 Sept. 1, 1982, The Reagan Plan

Following the First Lebanon War which began in June 1982, U.S. President Ronald Reagan

believed that the Arab-Israeli conflict had to be solved soon. To advance this goal, Reagan

gave a speech on Sept. 1, 1982 outlining his proposed solution for the conflict. He said his

plan was the next step in the process begun at Camp David, to pave the way for
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for transfer of authority in the West Bank and Gaza from Israel to the Palestinians and a

freeze on new Israeli settlements during that time. Self-government by the Palestinians

of the West Bank and Gaza was to be in association with Jordan and not a separate state.

Jerusalem would remain undivided, its final status to be decided through negotiations.

YampTTY 938 LIALY f S RSBBCEtricved OIDES. 27, 0N LI Y 1 S& KA &G2NE
http://news.bbc.co.uk/onthisday/hi/dates/stories/november/19/newsid 2520000/2520467.stm
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http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20to%20the%20Peace%20Process/Camp%20

David%20Accords
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retrieved on Dec. 27, http://www.palestinefacts.org/pf 1967t01991 eqypt israel peace.php,
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Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin rejected this plan as did the Palestine Liberation
Organization and Jordan."

1 Aug. 1990 Feb. 199X First Gulf War
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Operation Desert Storm to liberate Kuwait from the Iraqi occupation. During the

operation, which began on Jan. 17, 1991, Iraq fired 39 ballistic missiles at Israel. The U.S.

appealed to Israel not to react to the missile barrage in order to preserve the coalition

unity which included Arab states. The U.S. army therefore deployed Patriot Missile

Batteries in Israel to try and shoot down the incoming missiles, although they were

largely ineffective.

7 Oct. 30-Nov. 1, 199%- Madrid Peace Conference

The U.S. and USSR co-hosted a conference in Spain to set the framework to negotiate
peace between Israel and Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and the Palestinians. The conference
marked the first time direct and open peace talks were held between Israel and these
four partners since 1949. The three-day conference set in motion bilateral talks between
Israel and each of its neighbors, as well as multilateral talks, about issues such as trade,
resource development and conflict-prevention. Ultimately, however, no agreements
developed from the Madrid process.*®

1 Sept. 13, 1998 The Oslo Accords

After secret negotiations between the Israelis and Palestinians in Oslo following the

Madrid Peace Conference, Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Palestinian leader
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of power in the West Bank and Gaza Strip to the Palestinians, beginning with an interim

phase, leading to self-government and elections among the Palestinians. The agreement

was to culminate in a final-status agreement in which a permanent Palestinian state

would sign an end-of-conflict agreement with Israel. The negotiations phase of the

Accords included Rabin and Arafat exchanging letters in which Arafat pledged that the

PLO would recognize Israel and commit itself to peace, while Rabin stated that Israel

recognized the PLO as a legitimate party in the negotiations for peace.™

1 Sept. 28, 1995 Oslo Il
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Survey, 1982-83, Vol. 7, republished at the Middle East Review of International Affairs,
http://meria.idc.ac.il/us-policy/datal982.html
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The Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, known as

Ghat2 LLE& tibrofithelpeac®ofeds thgt das initiated by the Declaration of

Principles. It was first signed on Sept. 24, 1995 in Taba, Egypt by Israel and the PLO. Four

days later, on Sept. 28, Rabin and Arafat signed the agreement in Washington in front of

U.S. President Bill Clinton and representatives of other foreign governments. The

FaINBSYSyild NBO23ayAl SR GKS Sail-GolethmieitYSYy i 2F | 6
ldzi K2NRAGe@é¢ YR &A0OKSRdzZ SR (4KS 4AGKRNIgLf 2F La
Palestinian population centers in the West Bank: Nablus, Qalgilya, Tulkarem, Ramallah,

Bethlehem, Jenin and Hebron.”

7 Oct. 23, 199& Wye River Memorandum

Clinton hosted Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu and Arafat to negotiate the

RSGFAfTAa 2F AYLILEWSY BIKBA X\B Y2NI FRafy2 SYLIKIF aA1T SR
Palestinian side to uphold its security obligations. In return, for each phase the

Palestinians would successfully complete, they were to receive a specified percentage of

land (through measures such as Israeli troop deployments).?

1 Sept. 4, 1992 Sharm elSheikh Memorandum

This memorandum addressed the delay in implementation of the Oslo Accords created
by Palestinian non-compliance with security obligations and the subsequent Israeli
refusal to redeploy troops in the face of a growing terror threat from the Area A
territories in the West Bank (which were under full Palestinian administrative and
security control). At this time, Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak met to
reaffirm their commitment to the Oslo Peace Process and set a new deadline, Sept. 13,
2000, for the completion of peace talks.?

1 July 11- 25, 2000 Camp David Summit

To adhere to the schedule set by the Sharm el-Sheikh Memorandum, Arafat and Barak
met with Clinton at Camp David. In an effort to achieve peace once and for all, Barak
offered a series of concessions including Israeli withdrawal from the entire Gaza Strip and
95 percent of the West Bank; the subsequent creation of an independent Palestinian
state in the aforementioned areas; the dismantling of all Israeli settlements in those
areas given to the Palestinians; land compensation outside of the West Bank for
settlements to remain under Israeli sovereignty; and Palestinian rule over East Jerusalem

Vg2 KFEG s1a GKS Whatz2 LLQ LYGSNAY ! INBSYSYyld Ay wmddpK
on Dec. 27, 2007, http://www.palestinefacts.org/pf 1991to _now oslo accords 2.php,
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the Temple Mount. In exchange, the agreement called for Arafat to declare an end to the
conflict and a prohibition on future claims to Israeli land. Arafat rejected the proposal
and made no counter-offer. The summit ended in failure, but a tri-lateral statement was
issued delineating the principles of future talks.”®

1 Jan. 2227, 2001c Taba Summit

In the midst of the Second Intifada, following Israeli and Palestinian negotiations in
Washington and bridging proposals suggested by Clinton, the Israelis and Palestinians
met in Taba, Egypt, for a final attempt to come to an agreement on a Palestinian state.
Israel offered 94 percent of the West Bank in addition to Israeli land, culminating in an
offeNJ 2 F 1t LISNOSyid 2F G4KS dGz2iadlt fFyR |
NEGdzZNy ¢ F2NItFfSadAyAly NBTFTdzaASSa g1t a
ended in deadlock, and an Israeli-Palestinian Joint Statement was issued asserting that
the two parties had never before been so close to an agreement and expressed hope for
the future.”

1 June 24, 2002 Bush's Vision for the Middle East

In a speech in the White House Rose Garden, President George W. Bush outlined a new
plan for peace between Israel and the Palestinians, with the possibility of a sovereign
Palestinian state established in the near future. This policy called for new Palestinian
leadership (specifically acknowledging the corruption and unwillingness to stop terrorism
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Palestinians. Bush also called upon the Palestinians, as well as other Arab states
supporting or tolerating terrorism, to cease those activities. The plan focused mainly on
the impediments to the peace process posed by the Palestinians since the Israelis had
repeatedly offered and acted upon various concessions for peace, and on greater
democratization throughout the Arab world.?

1 April 30, 2003 Road Map for Peace

BaseduponPresiRSy & . dzZaKQ&d &LISSOK 2y WdzyS HnzZ
Accords, the Road Map for Peace was supervised by the International Quartet: the

United States, the European Union, the Russian Federation and the United Nations. It
called for serious alterations in the Palestinian government and resulted in the
appointment of Palestinian Authority Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas. The Road Map,
which charted progress toward a final-status agreement through a series of benchmarks
related to security and political progress, is still the official blueprint for peace between

Bz KIG G221 LXFOS 4 /YL 5 9AR AY HAannKé
27, 2007, http://www.palestinefacts.org/pf 1991to now campdavid 2000.php,
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Palestine Facts, retrieved on Dec. 27, 2007, http://palestinefacts.org/pf current bushplan 2002.php,
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Israel and the Palestinians, with the Quartet meeting intermittently to track the progress
of the plan.?®

1 June 4, 2008 Peace Summit at Agaba

Sharon and Abbas met in Jordan to reaffirm their commitment to the Road Map. Sharon
promised a withdrawal of Israeli troops from Palestinian areas, and Abbas pledged an
end to the Second Intifadaand the Palestinian culture of hate against Israel. The
prospects of the summit were shattered Aug. 19, 2003, after Palestinian terrorists
carried out a suicide bombing in Jerusalem. As a result, on Sept. 1, 2003 the Israeli
Cabinet decided to wage war against Hamas and other terrorist groups, and halted the
diplomatic process with the Palestinian Authority until it proved it was taking concrete
measures to stop terrorism.”

1 April 14,2004t NBaAaA RSyl . dzakKQa [SGGSNI G2 tNRYS aAiAyAia

Ly NB&aLRyasS G2 ! NASt {KIFINRyQa d&dtendedty 3 3SYSyi
in the Gaza Strip and withdraw all Israeli forces from the territory, Bush sent a letter to
{KFNRY aillFldAy3 KA&a &adzLll2 NI F2N { KFENRyQa LX Iy
the Road Map and to a two-state solution, Bush alsowrote inhia £ S G Gt&NJ G Kl G &
unrealistic to expect that the outcome of final status negotiations will be a full and
complete return to the armistice linesof 1849 Ay f A3Kid 2F SEA&GAYy3 YLl 2
population centers in the West Bank. He also stated that any solution to the Palestinian
refugee issue would have to be solved by settling the refugees in the new Palestinian
state and not Israel. Although such terms were already implicit in previous negotiations,

dzaKQa SELX AOAG O2 YYAh i YSuimporta deielipgent® L & NI St A |

1 Nov. 27, 200% Annapolis Conference

Bush and U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice hosted a conference in Annapolis,
Md. on Nov. 27, 2007 aimed at restarting peace negotiations between Israel and the
Palestinians. Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas signed a joint statement which established a renewed track for peace
negotiations and set a deadline for a final agreement by the end of 2008. %

®q2KFEG 6la GKS Hnno Ww2z2lR al Ll F2NJ LIS OS 06SiGsSSy La
Web site of Palestine Facts, retrieved on Dec. 27, 2007,

http://palestinefacts.org/pf _current_roadmap.php
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http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Peace%20Process/Guide%20to%20the%20Peace%20Process/Israel-
Palestinian%20Negotiations
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White House, http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2004/04/20040414-3.html and Satloff,
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Washington Institute for Near East Policy,

April 15, 2004, http://www.washingtoninstitute.org/templateC05.php?CiD=2143
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White House, Nov. 27, 2007, http://www.whitehouse.gov/news/releases/2007/11/20071127.html
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only a Jewish state, but also a democratic one, where all citizens, regardless of religion,
ethnicity, race or gender, would live in peace with equal civil rights. [1]

LANI StA I NFo6a O2yaiGAiGdziS NRdAKt& Hn LISNOSYydG 6w
by definition, Palestinians whose ancestors remained in Israel and were granted citizenship

FFAGSNI GKS adlFiSQa Sail obywarkheSlsfaeldougita t £ 26 Ay 3 (KS
defensive war against five armies amassed on its borders, Israel captured East Jerusalem

from Jordan and opened up the holy places to all inhabitants including Muslims, Jews and

Christians. Palestinian residents of East Jerusalem were given special identification cards and

were offered citizenship, but most refused. Still, East Jerusalem Arabs maintain permanent

resident status and can apply for citizenship. As permanent residents they receive Israeli

social security and health benefits; subsidies for children; have the right to vote in local

elections; and have the freedom to travel in Israel. [3]

The State of Israel...will ensure complete equality of social and political right
all its inhabitants irrespective of religiorace or sex; it will guarantee freedom
religion, conscience, language, education and culture; it will safeguard the F
Places of all religions; and it will be faithful to the principles of the Charter of
United Nations.

-- Israel's Declarationfdndependence

Source: "The Declaration of the Establishment of the State of Israel,” Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Web site, May 14, 194

Israeli Arabs, by and large, enjoy the same political and legal rights as Jewish citizens of

LAN} St & wné | 26SOSNE +a Ay Ylye 2S8SaGSNY &a20A840
some discrimination. For example, Israeli laws such as the Right of Return and the

Citizenship Law exclude Arabs; [5] and there are some limitations on land available for Arabs

to purchase. [6] However, they are allowed to purchase state-owned or privately owned

land. [7]
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IsraelrArab Population Breakdown

az2ald 2F LaN} St Qa ! NI GhristiaiPAtalozfoimingitt secodddargeatdza A Y 4 A
group, followed by the Druze and Circassians. [8]

7 MuslimArabsO2 YLINRAS yo LISNOSyd 2F LANFSEtQa ! NI¥o
Sunni. [10] Bedouins, former nomads, account for about 10 percent of the Muslim-

I'NF 6 LRLIAFGA2yd ommB ¢KS YIF22NAGE 2F LaNI S
southern Negev desert and many volunteer ¢ but are not required to serve ¢ in the
Israel Defense Forces (IDF). [12]

1 Christian Arabs, g6 K2 O2 YLINRAS y dp LISNOSyd 2F LaNIStQ
Y2aGfte Ay daNDBlIYy FNBFA 2F y2NIOKSNY LaN} St A
Most of the Christian Arabs in Israel are members of the Greek Catholic, Greek
Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches. [13]

1 TheDruzeO2 YYdzy AGlé NBLINBASyila ydo LISNOSYyd wmné
has a special standing within Israeli society. Israeli Druze are required to serve in the
IDF and have held prominent positions in politics, the military and public office. [15]

Most Druze live in 22 villages in northern Israel.
1 The CircassiansSunni Muslims, are not Arabs, but are considered part of the Israeli-
Arab sector. They are a tiny percentage of the overall Arab population, numbering
about 3,000. They live in two villages, Kfar Kama and Rehaniye, in northern
Israel. Circassians serve in the IDF. [16]
a2NB AVFI2NNIGAZ2Y | 62dzi LANI St Q& YAYy2NRGE O2

LaN} $6Qa I NIG /2YYdzyAtGiay DS23aNFLKeES { {NHzOG dzNB

Israeli Arabs are generally non-assimilating and reside in villages where they administer their
own municipal and internal affairs[17] Israeli Arabs run their own schools, where Arabic, an
official language of Israel, [18] is the language of instruction. [19] They govern their religious
courts, which adjudicate matters relating to marriage and divorce. [20] However, Arabs in
Israel have been greatly influenced by Israeli culture, incorporating aspects of it into their
own. They learn and speak Hebrew fluently, watch Israeli television programs and read
Hebrew newspapers.Arab companies are listed and active on the Israeli stock exchange. [21]
Also, young Israeli Arabs have adopted many practices of secular Jewish Israelis, such as
wearing modern, Western-style clothing. [22]
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Almost half of Israeli Arabs live primarily in the Western area of northern Israel. The majority

of Arab residents live in 116 predominantly Arab communities throughout Israel, while 24

LISNOSYy G 2F LaNIStA ! NIoa feiuddn TelfvivialfdNl St Qa SA3IK
| ' AFI I [-PaRHiha, Mare@tHlIit, Aklo and Ramla. [24] Israeli Arabs comprise a

significant percentage of the population in Jerusalem (32 percent) and Akko, Ramla, Lod and

a | QLTérdhilda (20 percent). [25]

Haifa, IsSNJ S f Qlérgesil cityA[26Rs considered a model of peaceful coexistence,

[27] where Jews and Arabs frequent the same restaurants, [28] shopping malls and movie
GKSFONB&D | | AFI Qdwnea by B JRvwWsh andAzal familgNg-a gymbol ofO 2
Arab-Jewish unity. In October 2003, the restaurant was the target of an indiscriminate
terrorist attack which killed 19 people, including four Arabs. [29]

Another example of Arab-Jewish coexistence in Israel is the legendary Abulafia bakery in the
port city of Jaffa next to Tel Aviv. The bakery, founded in 1879, is owned by an Arab-Muslim
family, but many of its customers are Jewish. The Abulafia family is currently building an
international hotel that it hopes will be a symbol of Arab and Jewish cooperation. [30]

Arabs and Israelis also coexist in the community Neve Shalom/Wabhat al-Salam, which means

Ghl ara 2F tSIF OS¢ 0 2dtakedincgntrdl ISazINNBve Shdloyi/R/ahat NI 6 A O @
al-Salam has about 50 Jewish and Israeli-Arab families who raise their children in a bilingual

setting. Educational, cultural and spiritual programs bring Arab and Jewish children together.

[31]

Unlike Israeli Jews, Arab citizens of Israel are not required to serve in the Israel Defense
Forces; however, military service is mandatory for Druze and Circassian men. [32]

{AYyOS Ala F2dzyRAYy3I>Z LANISt KFa SyO02dzN} 3SR ! NI o
5SOfFNYGA2Y 27F LyRSLISy RSAaDISabiliadtdofitie Stateoftr 2 S LILIS I €
Israel to preserve peace and participate in the upbuilding of the State on the basis of full and

Slidzt t OAGAT SYyakKALI F'yR RdzS NBLINBaSyidlGdAzy Ay ¢
[33]

A Voice and a Place: Arabs in Israeli Politics

Israeli law guarantees Arab citizens the right to express themselves
publicly and to participate in the political process. Israel values =~
RSY2ON} O& 42 KAIKEe GKIG S8y M
national existence are represented in the Knesset (Israeli parliament).
[34] Arabs, like all citizens, have a place in Israeli politics and a say in
how the government functions, and can petition the government
when they feel their rights have been violated. In addition, Arab
citizens can turn to a variety of non-governmental organizations, such
as the Association for Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI) and Adalah: The Legal
Center for Minority Rights in Israel, to seek legal redress. [35]

21J124as

A Bedouin woman
with child

Arabs have been elected to every Knesset since the founding of the
Photo Courtesy of

State of Israel. [36] At present, Arabs hold 13 seats in the Knesset,

which has 120 members. [37] [38] fé?f.;ﬁ”ﬂfﬁfé"f

Arab Political Parties and Representatives Today
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In the February 2009 Israeli elections for the 18th Knesset, three Arab political parties and
13 Arab politicians were voted into the Knesset. [39]

Hadash (Hebrew acronym for The Democratic Front for Peace and Equality; literally, "new")
Hadash, is a left-wing party with roots in Israel’s anti-Zionist
/ 2YYdzyAal tFNIead Li! RSFAFHSHINA d&a St T |
Jpoints of Hadash's platform include an Israeli withdrawal to pre-
1967 borders; a Palestinian state alongside Israel; the separation of
NEftAIA2Y |yR adF4GST FdzZtf Sljdzr f Ad& F2NJLANI St Q&
Israeli territory; encouraging Israel to join the Nuclear Non- proliferation Treaty (NPT); and
f2008Ay3a F2NHOP2N] SNBEQ NAIKGAD

Hadash Knesset Members:

Mohammad Barakeh (chairman)
Afou Agbaria

Dov Khenin

Hanna Swaid [41]

=A =4 -4 -4

Balad (National Democratic Assembly)

VAN o: Established in 1996, Balad advocates that Israel should not be a
> g‘M Jewish state, but rather a secular, democratic state. The party
favors Israel's withdrawal from all remaining Palestinian territories
and a two-state solution, in which a non-Jewish Israel, with Arab and Jewish residents, exists

alongside a Palestinian state. [42] Balad demands that the Israeli government grant Arabs
further autonomy in such areas as culture and education. [43]

T Jamal Zahalka (chairman)
¢ Said Naffaa
1 Hanin Zoabi [44]

wl Q¢ Y QUnited Arab List-Arab Movement for Renewal)

% Raam-¢ I QL f SyR2NESa Iy SyR (2 6KIiQ
on T ~occupation of the territories. It supports the creation of an
mdependent Palestinian state, with East Jerusalem as its capltal The party calls for
RAAYFYGtAy3 Ittt LaNFrStA aSdiatSySydaasxs AyOf dzRAy 3
border with Lebanon - territory it contends belongs to Lebanon. [45]

The partysupportsi KS & SLI NI} GA2y 2F NBftAIA2y FyR aidliSs
refugees and the dismantling of all nuclear weapons in the world, in particular Israel. [46]

wkQelyQlt OFftfa F2NJ GKS NBO23yAlA2ywpayF LANI St A
believes that Israel should permit Islamic religious courts to perform judicial duties,

especially among the Israeli-Arab Shia communities. In addition, the movement calls for an

increase in the budget for subsidizing all holy places belonging to Muslims, Christians and

Druze. [48] The party enjoys particular popularity among the Bedouin population. [49]
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Ra'am Ta'al Knesset Members:

Talab El-Sana
Ahmad Tibi

=A =4 -4 =4

Ibrahim Sarsur (chairman)

Masud Ganaim [50]

In addition, the following parties have Israeli-Arab members:

Kadima

1 Majalli Whbee [51]

Likud

1 Ayoob Kara [52]

Yisrael Beiteinu

1 Hamad Amar [53]

Arabs in OtheiKey Governmental Positions

Arabs also hold key positions in other Israeli government sectors:

1 Diplomats:
A
A
A

PfA ,FKelX LaN)}StQa |YolaalR2N 42 DN
Ismail Khaldi, deputy consul general of Israel in San Francisco

Reda Mansour, consul general of Israel to the southeastern United

States

1 Supreme Court Justice:

A

Salim Joubran, appointed in 2004 [54]

1 Government service:

A
A

A

91 Israel Police:
A

Majalli Whbee, former deputy minister of foreign affairs

Oscar Abu-Razek, director general of the Ministry of Interior, the
most senior Arab in an Israeli government ministry when he was
appointed in 2005 [55]

wl 806 al2alFlRSEftST | F2NX¥SNJI YSYOSNI 2F L
0 KS 02 dzy (i NMusk& CafinktNiBniber in Jduady 2007
[56]

Jamal Hakrush was promoted to assistant commander by the
National Police in December 2006, making him the highest-ranking
Israeli-l NI 6 adzZfAY LRfAOS 2FFAOSNI aAyOS |

1 Regional councils:
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A Mohammed Abu Dauf, a Bedouin, was elected in February 2008 to
serve as deputy chairman of the Misgav Regional Council T a first
for this regional council in the Galilee region of northern Israel [58]

Israeli Arabs in Popular Culture and Academia

In addition to public service, Arabs have made inroads in other aspects of Israeli society,
including sports, entertainment and journalism. For example:

1 RanaRaslan, a 21-year-old law firm employee, in 1999 became =
the first Arab to win a Miss Israel contest. [59] Raslan is from the
northern port city of Haifa, known for its Arab-Jewish
coexistence; [60]

1 Khaled Abu Toameh is one of the most noted journalists in the
country, serving as the senior Palestinian affairs correspondent
for The Jerusalem Post and U.S. News and World Report; [61]

71 In 2004, Bnei Sakhnin became the first Israeli-Arab soccer team
G2 oAy LaNIrStQa {dFdS 7/ dzd |
European Cup; [62] A

1 Asala Shahada, 17, won a gold medal in the Maccabiah games T Rana Raslan,

a sports competition open to Jewish athletes around the world  Miss Israel 1999

and to all Israeli citizens. After winning her medal, Shahada said, BBC.co.uk

G¢KS al OOFIoAlI K 6St2y3a y204 2Zyteée G2 Ittt GKS
the Israelis,and lamaprouR L & NJ St A ®é wc o 6

1 Majd el-Haj, an Israeli-Arab sociology professor at Haifa University, was promoted to
dean of research of the university in 2005. [64] Haifa University has a significant
number of Arab students and faculty. [65]

1 Walid Abulafia, oneoflsrk St Qa ¢Sl f 6 KASad YSy> NHz/a GKS Lk
founded by his family more than 100 years ago. Abulafia and his family are currently
venturing into the real estate and construction business. [66]

izl tATFé T2
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Teaching Peace in Israeli Classrooms

Education is a catalyst for change. Thus, it is critical to teach tolerance and reconciliation in
order to end Palestinian terrorism and create a better future for both sides. [1] To this end,
Israeli educators have made it a priority to emphasize tolerance, diversity and peace in the
classroom. Israeli textbooks frame peace as an attainable goal and do not employ negative
stereotypes in discussing Islam or the Arab world. Furthermore, in discussing controversial
topics, Israeli textbooks strive for objectivity by exposing students to multiple viewpoints.

The Israeli government is fully committed to the concept that a peace-oriented education is
necessary for a sustainable peace.

LaN)} St Qa 9RdzOF A2y {e&aiSy

Israel has four separate school systems: state, religious, private and Arab/Druze. [2]

{1 State schools supplement the core curriculum with courses in Judaism, Bible studies,
cultures, history, citizenship and languages;

1 Religious schools emphasize Jewish religious duties and Bible studies;
9 Private schools focus on international studies;

T Arab and Druze schools provide instruction in Arabic. They supplement the
traditional curriculum with lessons about Islam and the Druze religion, as well as the
history and culture of both peoples.

Despite differences among the four systems, all children are taught core subjects, such as
math and science, and are educated about the importance of democratic values,
immigration and peace. [3]

Government Programs

Israeli society is diverse-- 76.4 percent Jewish, 16 percent Muslim; 1.7 percent Arab Christian

and 1.6 percentDruze.[4]¢ 2 Sy O2dzN> 3S (KAa RAGSNBAGEZ LANI ST
a Department for Education for Democracy and Coexistence to train teachers to develop

appropriate curricula to promote diversity.

Israeli Textbooks: A Snapshot of Lessons in Israeli Classrooms

The Center for Monitoring the Impact of Peace (CMIP), a non-profit and non-political
organization that examines the content of school textbooks used in the Middle East, found
that Israeli textbooks do not include calls for war or violence. On the contrary, Israeli
textbooks frame peace as an attainable goal and emphasize the desire for peace to prevail.

A study [5] of Israeli textbooks conducted by the Israel/Palestine Center for Research and
Information found the following:

1 Israelis are taught a positive approach towards other cultures, including Palestinian
culture; [6]
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Israeli children are taught that Jews were treated with tolerance by Muslim leaders
throughout the Middle Ages and the Ottoman Empire; [7]

Both Christianity and Islam are taught comprehensively and in an academic
manner; [8]

Textbooks provide the Palestinian perspective of the events of 1948 and 1967; [9]
Examples and descriptions are given of Israeli Arabs who are employed as academics
and doctors; [10]

Textbooks do not mention Jewish communities in early Palestine, thus

RSY2Yy &GN GAy3 LANISEtQa NBO23IyAlGAZ2Y 2F GKS f
the establishment of the State of Israel; [11]

Dialogic exercises in sixth-grade workbooks teach students how to resolve debates
that may arise between Israelis and Palestinians; [12]

Textbook debates of origins of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict include the question of
borders; [13]

Critiques of Israeli policy during the 1967 and 1973 wars are included in

textbooks; [14]

A factual depiction of Arab and Palestinian political policies is taught; [15]
Textbooks outline the Palestinian struggle as a national movement; [16]

Students learn about holy sites that hold religious significance specifically for
Muslims

as well as those that have religious significance for both Jews and Christians. [17]

Examples of Israeli Textbooks Promoting Peace

il

Israeli texts use simulation games to help students understand different

perspectives on an issu€or example, students are told to divide into groups

representing Jewish and Palestinian journalists and to prepare a report examining

0KS mpnTt ! YAGSR blriA2yaQ RSTEtAOSNI A2ya oKAC
Students are then asked to discuss the differences between the reports of the

Jewish and Palestinian journalists sSS Y ® ¢ 0AO0A Ll y>S-TheW2dzNySe G2 |
¢CsSYUuUASGUK /SyldzZNEEX . & 5Ay0 2F CNBSR2Y3Z¢ wmdd
Israeli textbooks recognize the achievements of Arabs and Musliore text

RAaOdzaasSa GKS !'N}oa Fa ONBIGI2NR e€F Odz G daNBY
existence of infectious diseases. They were also the first to build public hospitals.

Because of their considerable contribution to various scientific fields, there are

RAAOALE AySa GKIFG G2 dGdKAa RIe INB o fftSR o8
DSYSNIrGA2y (2 DSYSNIidAz2yzé¢ +x2fd 060X mddpnI LM
Israeli textbooks explain the origins of Palestinian nationaliskor example, a

ninth-INJ RS (SEG 206aSNWSa GKIF{G GRdNAYy3I GKS mdo
evolved all over the Middle East. Many of the Arabs of Eretz Yisrael also began

formulating a national consciousness T in other words, the perception that they are

y20 2dzad LI NI 2F GKS fFNAHSNJ ! NYo ylFrGdA2y> od
Century-hy (KS ¢KNBAK2fR 2F9,pM4aY2NNRgzZ¢ DNI RS o=
The Arab point of view is represente@or example, a history text notes how

LANI §tQa 3J20SNYYSyd GNBFGSR 'yéb N {FRIFIGQ& W
the feeling of power and superiority that had taken hold of Israeli society following

the Six Day War. After his proposal had been rejected and the political stalemate

O2y(iAydSR: {FRIFG RSOARSR (2 32-THe2 61 NE 6YO®
CoSYGASOK /Sylda2NE>X . @& 5AYyd 2F CNBSR2YXZ¢é wmopd
Israeli textbooks contain a plurality of views, including those that conflict with

convertional research and are critical of Israeli policig®ontroversial topics, such
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as the disputed territories, the refugee issue and the status of Israeli Arabs, are

covered from multiple viewpoints. For example, one book quotes a controversial

revisionist KA A G2 NAR Iy Qa LIRaAGA2Y | GONAMD4EIAY T GKS Fi
more to the actions of Jewish forces than the instructions of the leaders of Arab

O2dzy i NA S& 0 & CNRY -ThéeHistoriof thedewishPdoelidRetartS y O S
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Problematic Aspects of the Palestinian School Curriculum

A culture of hate persists under the leadership of Palestinian Authority (PA) President
Mahmoud Abbas, despite promises to promote peace and end incitement that influence
Palestinian children. Since Abbas was elected, Palestinian schools continue to teach from the
same textbooks used under Arafat's administration. Consequently, the number of children
that have been recruited to commit acts of terror increased in 2005 despite the democratic
election of Abbas and cooperation between PA and Israeli police forces.

According to the 1995 Oslo Il Accords - Interim Agreement, Chapter 4, Article XXII that was
signed September 28, 1995 in Washington, DC: [1]

1. Israel and the Palestinian Authority shall seek to foster mutual understanding and
tolerance and shall accordingly abstain from incitement, including hostile propaganda
against each other and shall take necessary measures to prevent such incitement by any
organizations, groups or individuals within their jurisdiction.

2. Israel and the Palestinian Authority will ensure that their respective educational systems
contribute to the peace between the Israeli and Palestinian peoples and to peace in the
entire region, and will refrain from the introduction of any motifs that could adversely affect
the process of reconciliation.

A U.S. Congressional Research Service (CRS) Report states that education is "a key
component in stabilizing post-conflict settings, noting that the establishment of a strong,
civic-minded curriculum is often linked to tolerance, good citizenship, and mutual
understanding.” [2]

As long as the curriculum in schools remains unchanged, Palestinian children will continue to
view Israel as the enemy, impeding future reconciliation among the youth of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. The PA's youth need to be educated about the common history and the
shared values of their Israeli neighbors, not instructed how to assemble an explosives belt.
By contrast, Israeli students learn Arabic and about Islam, the importance of peace and the
devastations of war. For peace and coexistence to be a reality in the Middle East, the
younger generations of Israelis and Palestinians need to eradicate the culture of hate.

PA Textbooks in 2005

(Palestinian textbooks reviewed are those that were printed in 2004 for grades 5 and 10, and
have not changed under Abbas, who was elected into power in November 2004)

1 PAtextbooks lack any historical reference to Judaism's role among the ancient
civilizations [3] or recognition of Jewish holy places. [4]

1 In 2004, versions of PA school textbooks for the first time refer to the book Protocols
of the Elders of Zion, a falsified account of Jewish desire for world domination and
utilized to promote and defend anti-Semitism. Zionism is described as a racist
ideology that is based on "alleged™ historical and religious to a Jewish
homeland. [5] This text is used as a reference for Zionist history.

1 Israel is neither recognized nor mentioned in PA textbooks. Israel also does not
appear on maps of the area. Instead, Israel is cited in quotation marks or the name
Palestine is used instead. Books in Palestinian Christian private schools do, however,
refer properly to Israel as an independent state. [6]

1 Israelis continuously referred to as the enemy and an oppressor. [7]
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 Israel's security fence is termed racist and deemed as a means to annex land -- a
barrier without any security justification. [8]

1 InPalestinian textbooks, Israel is referred to as Palestine and Palestine is portrayed
as distinctly Arab. [9]

T Indescriptions of the 1948 war and the Palestinians that left their land, the PA
describes all of them as refugees who were forced to leave, placing blame
exclusively on Israel for their plight. In addition, historical accounts are void of
Israelis that encouraged Palestinians to remain and of neighboring Arab leaders that
persuaded them to leave. [10]

1 Jerusalem is depicted as solely an Arab city. There is no explanation of Jewish claims
to the religious and historical significance of the city. [11]

T Tolerance toward Israelis and the Jewish people is not taught in PA textbooks,
although it is touched upon in Christian school textbooks. [12]

1 The Oslo Accords, a mutual peace declaration agreed upon by both Israel and the PA
is taught as a historical incident of national struggle. Oslo is simply described as a
period between the first and second intifadas. The concept of making peace with
Israel is not broached in PA textbooks. Attitudes towards peace in 2004 textbooks
are in some case worse than earlier editions. [13]

§ Jihad is described as a religious commandment and as a means to achieve political
agendas. In the Koran, jihad is defined as a holy war against infidels. Jihad is an
Islamic commitment, but terrorism is not. Examples of women as martyrs are
included in children's textbooks. [14] Although the textbooks don't explicitly instruct
children to carry out jihad, the way it is mentioned and the examples given imply
approval of such acts. [15]

1 Martyrdom is taught as a national principle. One example teaches, "The martyr's
rank is above all ranks." [16] An account of the first female martyr is given in PA
fifth-grade textbooks. [17] According to the Israel/Palestine Center for Research and
Information (IPCRI), "jihad is indirectly glorified." [18]

1 Terrorist acts are taught as positive actions. Although terror is not instructed to be
directed against Israel, a martyr is described as one who is killed while conducting
acts of terror and those who have been imprisoned are called prisoners of war. [19]

T Zionism is continuously referred to in a derogatory manner. [20]

T Terms such as "resisting" and "liberating" (two terms commonly associated with
jihad) are defined as religious and national obligations. [21]

1 Israel's policies in the West Bank and Gaza are portrayed as negative and biased acts
without explaining or citing the origins of those policies. [22]

f Textbooks instruct children to resist the occupation. [23]

1 Israel is constantly referred to as the "Zionist State™ and Jewish communities are
termed "Zionist settlements." [24]

The PA's Successful Manipulation of its Educational System to Create Terrorists

1 Since Abbas was elected to office, there has been a dramatic rise in the number of
young boys recruited for suicide bombings. Most of them are recruited by Fatah's Al-
Agsa Martyrs Brigades, specifically in the Nablus area. [25]

1 On December 5, 2005 the Palestinian daily Al-Hayat Al-Jadida published details of a
new law approved by Abbas that rewards the families of terrorists who were killed
or blew themselves up while committing acts of terror. According to Itamar Marcus
and Barbara Crook of Palestinian Media Watch, the PA provides a $250 monthly
allowance to the family of a shahid (martyr). If the shahid was married, the family

37



receives an additional $50 monthly; if the martyr had children, each child receive an
additional $15 monthly; and each living parent receives an extra $25 monthly. [26]
In February 2005, a 15-year-old Palestinian was caught wearing an explosives belt at
the Hawara checkpoint outside of Nablus. Two months later, another 15-year-old
was caught carrying five pipe bombs and was arrested by the Israel Defense Forces
as he attempted to cross the Hawara checkpoint.

The PA is aware that Hamas, a group listed as a U.S. Department of State foreign
terrorist organization (FTO), organizes summer camps for children where they are
taught to shoot weapons and inspired to become martyrs. [27]#
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OBAMA.: ... today, Mahmoud Abbas and Prime Minister Fayad, when | was in Ramallah,
earlier.

The threats to Israel security begin in Sderot, but they don't end there. They include
outrageous acts of terror like the attack we just saw yesterday in Jerusalem. Rearming
Hezbollah in Lebanon and an Iranian regime that sponsors terrorism, pursues nuclear
weapons and threatens Israel’s existence. A nuclear Iran would pose a grave threat and the
world must prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon.

Today | had a series of productive discussions with many of Israel's key leaders about how to
address the broad range of security threats that Israel faces and the broad threats that all of
us face. | look forward to continuing these consultations with Prime Minister Olmert this
evening, and I'm also looking forward to consulting closely with our European allies about
Iran and other challenges in the days ahead.

Now let me just close by saying that | bring to Sderot, an unshakeable commitment to
Israel's security. The state of Israel faces determined enemies who seek its destruction. But
it also has a friend and ally in the United States that will always stand by the people of Israel.
That's why I'm proud to be here today and that's why | will work from the moment that |
return to America, to tell the story of Sderot and to make sure that the good people who live
here are enjoying a future of peace and security and hope.

So with that, we're going to take questions, but I might -- before everybody starts raising
hands, my understanding is this gentleman right here is going to actually call on people so
that | don't get in trouble with any of you. | want all of you to like me so I'm going to -- he's
going to be the bad guy. He's going to make the decision, we've got a limited amount of
time.

Why don't you go ahead.

QUESTION: Senator Obama, you said in OPEC convention that the (INAUDIBLE) Jerusalem
could continue to be the capital city. Then you changed it and clarified later on in the --
(INAUDIBLE) wonder.

How could you be sure if your other statesmen, that you are going to be committed to the
security and safety of Israel and you're not going to change it even when you're the
President of the United States?

OBAMA: First of all, | didn't change my statement.

| continued to say that Jerusalem will be the capital of Israel. And | have said that before and

| will say it again. And | also have said that it is important that we don't simply slice the city in
half. But I've also said that that's a final status issue. That's an issue that has to be dealt with
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with the parties involved, the Palestinians and the Israelis. And it's not the job of the United
States to dictate the form in which that will take, but rather to support the efforts that are
being made right now to resolve these very difficult issues that have a long history.

Now, in terms of knowing my commitments, you don't have to just look at my words, you
can look at my deeds. Just this past week, we passed out of the U.S. Senate Banking
Committee, which is my committee, a bill to call for divestment from Iran, as a way of
ratcheting up the pressure to ensure that they don't obtain a nuclear weapon.

When Israel invaded Lebanon, in response to the kidnapping of Israel's soldiers, | was one of
the first people to state that Israel had an unequivocal right to defend itself and to rescue
soldiers that had been captured. And that is what any country would do. On vote after vote |
have demonstrated my support of the state of Israel.

So, the way you know where somebody's going is where have they been. And I've been with
Israel for many, many years now. What is also true is | believe it is strongly in the interests of
Israel's security to arrive at a lasting peace with the Palestinian people. | don't think those
positions are contradictory. | think they're complementary. You know, it is going to be hard
for Israel over the long term and this is something that | think the vast majority of Israelis
understand. That it's going to be hard to achieve true security if there's still hostile neighbors
only a few miles away.

But, what | think that Israel has to do is to make sure that that peace is not purchased at --
by putting Israel's security at risk. And it's the job of the United States | think, to make sure
that that peace is centered and promotes Israel's long-term security.

QUESTION: Senator, you told me yesterday that if you become president, you would tackle
the issue of Middle East peace tight away.

What fresh strategies would you bring and can you respond to the concerns of Israelis who
feel that you might pressure them to make too many concessions? And again, what new
strategies would you bring?

OBAMA: Well, | think it's -- OK. Why don't you ask your buddies to speak up louder when
they're asking the question.

I'll repeat it. The question was, what fresh strategies could be brought to the Middle East
peace process. And what was the second part of it? The concerns about it -- Israel's concerns
about me pressuring them into concessions.

Well, look. | don't think that Minister Livni or Minister Barak or (INAUDIBLE) or the others,
President Perez, when they spoke to me today got any sense that | would be pressuring
them to accept any kinds of concessions that would put their security at stake.

We don't need a peace deal just to have a piece of paper that doesn't result in peace. We
need something that's meaningful. And it's not going to be meaningful if Israel's security is
not part of that package. And any American president, whether it's myself or John McCain,
can rest assured that Israel won't be pressured into something that is going to put them at
risk. Because they have an obligation to their people.
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So, my job is to -- if I'm the president, my job and my team's job is not to dictate to either of
the parties what this deal should be, but hopefully to be able to facilitate and promote a
meaningful, realistic, pragmatic, concrete strategy for achieving these goals. And that's why |
don't want to get too specific in response to your first question because | think it's important
not to predetermine in some sense what the parties are going to agree to, but rather to just
set up a process in which this can occur.

| can tell you one thing that is very important, though, and that is a U.S. administration has
to put its weight behind a process recognizing that it's not going to happen immediately.
And that's why | can't -- | will not wait until a few years into my term or my second term if
I'm elected, in order to get the process moving. | think we have a window right now that
needs to be taken advantage of. | think you've got a set of moderate Palestinian leaders who
are interested. | think the Israeli people are interested in moving this process along. But |
also think there's a population on both sides that is becoming increasingly frustrated with
the lack of progress. And where there's hopelessness and despair, that can often turnin a
bad direction.

And as I've noted in all the conversations I've had, Israel also has this enormous threat from
Iran, which is connected to the situation between Hamas and Hezbollah and more moderate
forces in the region. And so to the extent that we can solve this problem, it also helps us
solve some of these larger problems that are not just questions of Israel's national security,
but also the United States national security.

QUESTION: In the name of the Israeli colleagues, welcome to Israel.

BARACK:

QUESTION: You have just justified Israel's alleged attack in Syria.

Will you bear the same understanding should Israel act similarly towards Iran?

OBAMA: Well, you know, my goal is to avoid the hypothetical by moving rapidly to mobilize
the international community, to offer a series of big sticks and big carrots to the Iranian
regime to stand down on nuclear weapons. We have to do it now.

| don't want it to get started, should | become president. | want the Iranians to understand
that they should take advantage of the shift in the Bush administration's approach where
they sent one of our diplomats, William Burns, to the latest discussions with the European
delegation.

Iranians need to understand that whether it's the Bush administration or an Obama
administration, that this is a paramount concern to the United States. And, | think there are
opportunities for us to mobilize a much more serious regime of sanctions on Iran, but also to
offer them the possibility of improved relations in the international community if they stand
down on these nuclear weapons.

What | have also said, though, is that | will take no options off the table in dealing with this
potential Iranian threat. And understand part of my reasoning here. A nuclear Iran would be
a game changing situation not just in the Middle East, but around the world. Whatever
remains of our nuclear non-proliferation framework, | think would begin to disintegrate. You
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would have countries in the Middle East who would see the potential need to also obtain
nuclear weapons.

Many of these countries, including Iran, have ties to terrorist organizations. Which means
that suddenly you could have loose nuclear materials falling into the hands of terrorists. That
is our single- most important threat both to Israel but also to the United States of America.
And so this is something that we're going to spend a lot of time working on.

QUESTION: In your first year as president, with president Ahmadinejad, without
preconditions, is there anything you have heard today, in your discussions with Israeli
leaders that has made you rethink that pledge? Or are you still standing by that?

OBAMA: Dan, | think you have to take a look at what the question was in South Carolina and
how | responded.

The question is, would | meet with leaders without preconditions in pursuit...
QUESTION: (OFF-MIKE)

OBAMA: | understand. | understand.

QUESTION: (OFF-MIKE) ... in your first year as president.

OBAMA: But | think that what | said in response was that | would, at my time and choosing,
be willing to meet with any leader if | thought it would promote the national security
interests of the United States of America.

And, Dan, that continues to be my position. That if | think that | can get a deal that is going
to advance our cause, then | would consider that opportunity.

But what | also said was that there is a difference between meeting without pre-conditions
and meeting without preparation. You know, the specific context of your question let's say
with respect to Iran, is a Bush administration policy, for example, that said, we will not
involve ourselves in any diplomatic negotiations or even talks with the Iranians until they
have made the decision to stand down on their nuclear weapons. Well, that presumably
would be the topic of negotiations. And if we take that position, then it's not surprising that
we might not make much progress on that front.

My whole goal in terms of having tough, serious, direct diplomacy, is not because I'm naive
of the nature of any of these regimes. I'm not. It is because if we show ourselves willing to
talk and to offer carrots and sticks in order to deal with these pressing problems. And if Iran
then rejects any overtures of that sort, it puts us in a stronger position to mobilize the
international community to ratchet up the pressure on Iran. Our unwillingness to talk or the
perception that we are trying to bully our way through negotiations, that's eliminated as an
excuse for them not dealing with these issues in an appropriate way. And so you know, |
think that it is very important for us to exhaust every possible avenue to solve this problem
and to send the signal to the international community that this is a top priority. We are
willing to extend ourselves and work hard to solve this problem. But what we're not willing
to do is to permit a nuclear arms race in the Middle East.

OK.
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QUESTION: (OFF-MIKE). Mr. Obama (INAUDIBLE).

Would you accept a situation like this in one of the American towns stuck in the states
(INAUDIBLE)?

Do you think Israel should negotiate with Hamas in Gaza?

OBAMA: | don't think any country would find it acceptable to have missiles raining down on
the heads of their citizens.

The first job of any nation state is to protect its citizens. And so | can assure you that if -- |
don't even care if | was a politician. If somebody was sending rockets into my house where
my two daughters sleep at night, I'm going to do everything in my power to stop that. And |
would expect Israelis to do the same thing.

In terms of negotiations with Hamas, it is very hard to negotiate with a group that is not
representative of a nation state, does not recognize your right to exist, has consistently used
terror as a weapon, and is deeply influenced by other countries. | think that Hamas
leadership will have to make a decision at some point as to whether it is a serious political
party seeking to represent the aspirations of the Palestinian people. And, as a consequence,
willing to recognize Israel's right to exist and renounce violence as a tool to achieve its aims.
Or whether it wants to continue to operate as a terrorist organization. Until that point, it's
hard for Israel, | think, to negotiate with a country that -- or with a group that doesn't
recognize Israel's right to exist at a country -- OK.

Thank you very much, everybody. | appreciate it.

END
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