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About TIP  
 

The Israel Project (TIP) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization impacting world opinion to 

help achieve security and peace for Israel. The Israel Project provides journalists, leaders and 

opinion-makers accurate information about Israel. With offices in Washington D.C., 

Jerusalem and Sderot, TIP stays ahead of the news cycle through core communications 

efforts in the United States, France, Germany, England, Russia and an expanding network in 

East Asia and Latin America. sfsf 
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Ephraim Sneh 

Former Israeli Deputy Defense Minister 
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Director of Institute for Contemporary Affairs at the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs; 

ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŀǎ YƴŜǎǎŜǘ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎ ŎƻǊǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ LǎǊŀŜƭ .ǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘƛƴƎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅΩǎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƴŜǿǎΦ 

Field: Contemporary Middle Eastern affairs, Internal Palestinian conflict in Gaza, freedom of 

press in Palestinian territories 

Contact via Adam Shay, JCPA Project Coordinator 

Tel.: 972-2-561-9112 

 
Yehuda Ben-Meir 

Former deputy minister of foreign affairs; former member of Knesset; 

Principal Research Fellow and Director of the National Security and Public Opinion Project at 

the Institute for National Security Studies in Tel Aviv; ŀǳǘƘƻǊ ƻŦ άbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 5ŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ 

ƳŀƪƛƴƎΥ ¢ƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ /ŀǎŜέ 

Tel.: 972-3-640-0400 ext. 469 

Tel.: 972-50-380-8849 

E-mail: benmeir@inss.org.il 

 

Professor Ephraim Inbar 

Director of the Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies; professor of political science at Bar-

Ilan University 

Field: Arab-Israeli conflict, strategic developments in the Middle-East 

Cell: 972-54-660-3409 

Tel.: 972-3-535-9198 

E-mail: inbare@mail.biu.ac.il    

 

Pinhas Inbari 
Researcher at the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs (JCPA); veteran journalist covering 

Palestinian affairs for several foreign media outlets. 

Field: Contemporary Arab affairs; relationship between Palestinian Islamic Jihad and Fatah; 

security dilemma of Gaza; Palestinian nationalism; 

Contact via Adam Shay, JCPA Project Coordinator 

Tel.: 972-2-561-9112 

 

 

 

mailto:benmeir@inss.org.il


5 
 

 
Professor David Menashri  
Field: Iranian support for Islamic extremism, Modern Iranian Politics, 

Affiliation: Tel Aviv University 
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Email: menashri@post.tau.ac.il 
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Government, Diplomacy, and Strategy; editor of the journal Turkish Studies; member of the 

editorial board of Middle East Quarterly; Senior fellow at the Interdisciplinary Center's 

International Policy Institute for Counter-Terrorism 

Field: Syrian foreign and domestic affairs, relations with Iran and Hezbollah, Arab-Israeli 

conflict, Islamic Fundamentalism in Egypt, Inter Arab Affairs, Israeli Foreign and Security 

Policy 

Tel: 972-3-531-8959 

Email: profbarryrubin@yahoo.com  

 

Dr. Jonathan Rynhold 

Affiliation: Lecturer in political science at Bar Ilan University 

Field: Specializes in Israeli policy, regarding the separation barrier and the, disengagement 
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University 
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Timeline of Israeli -Arab Peace Initiatives Since 1977  
 

Jan. 22, 2009: George Mitchell Named Special Envoy to the Middle East: President Obama 

named George J. Mitchell as a special envoy to the Middle East. The former Senate majority 

leader served as an envoy to the Middle East under President George W. Bush and helped to 

broker a peace agreement in Northern Ireland under President Clinton.[1] 

 

Jan. 21, 2009: EU Foreign Ministers and Israel Agree to Work Together: Israeli Foreign 

Minister Tzipi Livni traveled to Brussels to achieve an understanding between Israel and EU 

member states on the necessity to work together in order to halt current Iranian weapon 

smuggling operations into the Gaza Strip.[2]  

 

Jan. 18, 2009: Israeli Emergency Medical Clinic for Palestinians: The Israeli government 

opened an emergency clinic at Erez Crossing, along the Gaza-Israel border, in an effort to 

provide humanitarian assistance and medical care to the Palestinian civilian population of 

Gaza, which is under the coordination of Israeli Minister of Welfare and Social Services Isaac 

Herzog.[3] As agreed by the International Red Cross and the Israeli ministers of welfare and 

health, injured Palestinians seeking medical attention, according to their case, will be 

transferred to Israeli hospitals from Gaza for treatment. 

 

Jan. 17, 2009: Israeli Ceasefire in Gaza: Israel declared a ceasefire to end Operation Cast 

Lead in Gaza after reaching an understanding with Egypt and securing agreements from the 

U.S. and other members of the international community that rearmament of Hamas in the 

DŀȊŀ {ǘǊƛǇ Ǿƛŀ LǊŀƴ ŀƴŘ {ȅǊƛŀ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘΦώпϐ IŀƳŀǎ ǊŜƧŜŎǘŜŘ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ Ŏŀll for a ceasefire, 

but its leadership announced their own ceasefire 12 hours after later.[5]  

 

Jan. 16, 2009: U.S. ς Israel Memorandum of Understanding: Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi 

Livni traveled to Washington, D.C. to meet with U.S. officials and sign an agreement 

between the two countries to prevent Hamas and other terrorist groups from smuggling 

weapons into Gaza through Egypt.[6] According to State Department Spokesman Sean 

aŎ/ƻǊƳŀŎƪΣ ǘƘŜ άaŜƳƻǊŀƴŘǳƳ ƻŦ ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎέ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǎ ¦Φ{Φ "resources, wherewithal 

and technology necessary in order to fulfill our part of the bargain. The essential element of 

this is to inhibit the ability of Hamas to rearm."[7]  

 

Dec. 27, 2008 ς Jan. 16, 2009: Operation Cast Lead: As Hamas and other Iran-backed 

Palestinian groups in Gaza continue to kill and wound Israeli civilians by launching almost 

daily attacks, Israel took action to defend its citizens with targeted airstrikes against terrorist 

ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƘƻƭŘǎΦώуϐ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ άhǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ /ŀǎǘ [ŜŀŘέ ŎŀƳŜ ŜƛƎƘǘ Řŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ 

ceasefire with Iran-backed Hamas formally ended on Dec. 19, during which Palestinian 

terrorists in Gaza fired more than 170 missiles, rockets and mortars at Israeli civilians, killing 

a 30-year-old resident of the southern Negev city of Netivot and wounding four.[9]  

 

Dec. 18, 2008: Six-aƻƴǘƘ ά{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ /ŀƭƳέ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΥ The Egyptian-led initiative of a six-

month state of calm went into effect on June 19, as was separately agreed by both Israel and 

the Iran-backed terrorist group Hamas, and officially ended on Dec. 18. The six-month lull in 
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fighting intended to halt all forms of Palestinian terrorism against Israel, specifically the 

ǘŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DŀȊŀ ǊƻŎƪŜǘ ŦƛǊŜ ōȅ ŀƭƭ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǎǎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ IŀƳŀǎΩ 

military buildup through weapons smuggling and a negotiated settlement to secure Gilad 

{ƘŀƭƛǘΩǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ DŀȊŀΦ 9ǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŎŀƭƳ ƛƴ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘŀǘŜ ŀƴ 

increase of humanitarian aid into Gaza.[10] During the six-month period, Iran-backed Hamas 

terrorists violated the state of calm, firing 362 rockets and mortars at the civilian population 

in the southern Negev region.[11]  

 

Aug. 25, 2008: Gesture of Goodwill to Palestinian President Abbas: Israel released 199 

Palestinian security prisoners, including Mohammed Abu Ali-Yata and Said al-Ataba, both of 

whom were convicted of murdering Israeli civilians.[12]  

 

July 15, 2008: Israel Cabinet Ratifies Deal for Return of Abducted Soldiers: The Israeli Cabinet 

authorized the release of convicted murderer Samir Kuntar in exchange for Eldad Regev and 

Ehud Goldwasser, two Israelis abducted by Iran-backed Hezbollah in July 2006 as they 

ǇŀǘǊƻƭƭŜŘ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ [ŜōŀƴƻƴΦ CƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ IŜȊōƻƭƭŀƘΣ ŎŀǇǘǳǊŜŘ 

during the ensuing war, are also scheduled for release in the prisoner exchange 

agreement.[13] Israel also released the remains of several Palestinian and Lebanese 

ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƻŦ ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘǎ ǿƘƻ ŎŀǊǊƛŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ aŀΩŀƭƻǘ ƳŀǎǎŀŎǊŜ ƻŦ мфтпΣ 

in which members of the Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine murdered 22 

Israeli high-ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻŦ aŀΩŀƭƻǘ ƛƴ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΣώмпϐ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ƻŦ 

the terrorists who carried out the Coastal Road Massacre in 1978, including the remains of 

Dalal Mughrabi, the leader of the attack during which members of Fatah hijacked a bus on 

LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ Ŏƻŀǎǘŀƭ ǊƻŀŘ ŀƴŘ ƪƛƭƭŜŘ ор ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ мо ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦώмрϐ  

 

June 22-24, 2008: Canal for Peace Project: French President Nicolas Sarkozy and Israeli 

President Shimon Peres launcheŘ ǘƘŜ ά/ŀƴŀƭ ŦƻǊ tŜŀŎŜέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ {ŀǊƪƻȊȅΩǎ 

three-day visit to Israel. The plan involves creating a 323-mile (520 km) corridor to bring 

water from the Red Sea to stem the shrinking of the Dead Sea.[16] The project was initiated 

by Peres to improve regional economic development by creating jobs for Palestinians, 

Jordanians and Israelis.[17]  

 

April 2008 ς June 2007: LǎǊŀŜƭƛ !ƛŘ {ƛƴŎŜ IŀƳŀǎΩ ±ƛƻƭŜƴǘ DŀȊŀ ¢ŀƪŜƻǾŜǊΥ More than 12,400 

Gazans, including patients and accompanying individuals, were transferred from the Gaza 

Strip into Israel for medical treatment;[18] Israel facilitated the passage of 20,154 trucks 

containing 475,026 tons of both essential humanitarian supplies and non-essential goods 

into Gaza;[19] more than 2,464,000 gallons (112,000,000 liters) of fuel were delivered to 

Gaza through the Nahal Oz fuel terminal terminal since Hamas took control of the territory 

in a violent coup against Fatah in June 2007.[20]  

 

Jan. 22, 2008: Israel Continues to Provide Humanitarian Aid and Electricity to Palestinians in 

Gaza: Despite the increased number of ongoing rocket and mortar fire from Palestinian 

terrorist groups in Gaza; over 4,000 missiles and rockets were fired since Israel unilaterally 

withdrew from Gaza in August 2005, the country continues to seek peace with the 

Palestinians. Israeli foreign minister Tzipi Livni said on Jan. 24, 2008 ά¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
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conflict between our two nations, our two peoples, by the creation or giving the answer to 

the national aspirations of the Palestinians by creating a Palestinian state. Just as Israel is 

homeland for the Jewish people, the Palestinian state is and should be by its own creation a 

ƘƻƳŜƭŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎΦέ[21]  

 

Jan. 9-11, 2008: President George W. Bush Visit to Israel: President Bush embarked on a tour 

of a number of Middle East countries, starting with Israel. The purpose of the visit was to 

advance peace negotiations initiated at the Annapolis conference in Nov. 2007. Bush urged 

the Palestinian side to dismantle the terrorist infrastructure and also called on Israel to halt 

settlement construction and remove unauthorized settler outposts.[22]  

 

Nov. 27, 2007: Annapolis Summit: Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Palestinian 

Authority President Mahmoud Abbas sign a joint statement in Annapolis, Md. to lay the 

groundwork for peace talks. The joint document delineates broad principles of agreements 

and commitments to peace and stipulates that both sides will establish steering committees, 

led by the heads of their delegations to the Annapolis talks, that will meet continuously 

starting Dec. 12, 2007. Both sides agree to meet on a bi-weekly basis and express hope to 

reach a final peace agreement by the end of 2008.[23]  

 

June 25, 2007: Sharm el-Sheikh Summit II: Olmert meets in Sharm el-Sheikh with Abbas, 

Mubarak and Jordan's King Abdullah II. The leaders gather to discuss containment of Hamas 

in the Gaza Strip and to strengthen Abbas' Fatah party in the West Bank. As a goodwill 

gesture, Olmert announces the Israeli government's intention to release 250 Fatah prisoners 

who have 'no blood on their hands' and who pledge to renounce violence.[24]  

 

April 1, 2007: Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert's Acceptance of Arab Peace Initiative: In 

response to the March 28, 2007 Arab League Summit at Riyadh, Olmert welcomes the Arab 

Initiative, revised since its conception in 2002, and invites the Arab heads of state to a 

meeting in Israel to further discuss the initiative and collaborate on improving it.[25]  

 

Aug. 15-Aug. 23, 2005: Gaza and West Bank Disengagement: In an effort to relieve the 

security threats against Israelis living in Gaza and to try to put the Israeli-Palestinian peace 

talks back on track, Israel unilaterally pulls all of its citizens out of the Gaza Strip and the 

northern West Bank. This dramatic move costs Israel approximately $2 billion, and includes 

the evacuation of all of the roughly 9,000 Israelis living in the affected areas in addition to 

exhuming and transferring all graves in Gaza to Israeli territory. On Sept. 12, 2005, the last 

Israel Defense Forces soldier departs the Gaza Strip, marking a historic step towards peace 

by Israel.[26]  

 

Feb. 8, 2005: Sharm el-Sheikh Summit I: Sharon meets with PA President Abbas, Egyptian 

President Hosni Mubarak and King Abdullah of Jordan to announce the implementation of 

Israel's disengagement from the Gaza Strip and parts of the West Bank. Abbas and Sharon 

agree upon a ceasefire. Sharon expresses his hope that the disengagement will foster a step 

forward in the Roadmap for Peace.[27]  
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Dec. 18, 2003: Fourth Herzliya Conference: At this conference, Prime Minister Sharon 

presents a plan for Israel's unilateral disengagement from the Gaza Strip and northern 

Samaria in exchange for peace. The Israeli Cabinet approves the plan on June 6, 2004 and 

the Knesset (Israeli Parliament) approves it on Oct. 25, 2004. The disengagement plan, a 

major sacrifice for peace, calls for evacuating nearly 9,000 Israeli residents living in Gaza and 

the West Bank. Israel also proposes the disengagement plan in hopes of stimulating progress 

in the peace process on the Palestinian side.[28]  

 

June 4, 2003: Peace Summit at Aqaba: Sharon and Abbas meet in Jordan to reaffirm their 

commitment to the Roadmap. Sharon promises withdrawal of Israeli troops from Palestinian 

areas, and Abbas pledges an end to the Intifada and the Palestinian culture of hate against 

Israel. The prospects of the summit are shattered Aug. 19, 2003, after Palestinian terrorists 

carry out a suicide bombing in Jerusalem. As a result, on Sept. 1, 2003 the Israeli Cabinet 

decides to wage war against Hamas and other terrorist groups, and halts the diplomatic 

process with the Palestinian Authority until it proves it is taking concrete measures to stop 

terrorism.[29]  

 

Apr. 30, 2003: Roadmap for Peace: Based upon President Bush's speech of June 24, 2002 

and principles of the Oslo Accords, this plan is supervised by the Quartet: the United States, 

the European Union, the Russian Federation and the United Nations. It calls for serious 

alterations in the Palestinian government and results in the appointment of Palestinian 

Authority Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas. The Roadmap, which charts progress toward a 

final-status agreement through a series of benchmarks relating to security and political 

progress, is still the official blueprint towards peace between Israel and the Palestinians, 

with the Quartet meeting intermittently to track the progress of the plan.[30]  

 

June 24, 2002: Bush's Vision for the Middle East: In a Rose Garden Speech, President George 

W. Bush outlines a new plan for peace between Israel and the Palestinians, with the 

possibility of a sovereign Palestinian state established in the near future. This policy calls for 

new Palestinian leadership (specifically acknowledging the corruption and unwillingness to 

stop terrorism that characterized Arafat's regime) and a reformulated democratic 

government for the Palestinians. The president also calls upon the Palestinians, as well as 

other Arab states supporting or tolerating terrorism, to cease those activities. The plan 

focuses mainly on the impediments to the peace process posed by the Palestinians since the 

Israelis had repeatedly offered and acted upon various concessions for peace, and on 

greater democratization throughout the Arab world.[31]  

 

March 28, 2002: The Arab Peace Initiative: Leaders of Arab nations come together at the 

Beirut Summit, where Saudi Arabia proposes a plan for peace between Israel and the 

Palestinians. This plan is known as the Saudi Initiative, or the Arab Peace Initiative. The plan 

calls for Israel to withdraw completely to pre-1967 borders; supports the 'right of return' for 

all Palestinian refugees and their descendents; and the creation of a Palestinian state with 

East Jerusalem as its capital. The Arab states in attendance pledge not to exercise military 

action to end the hostilities, and state that if Israel agrees to the aforementioned 

stipulations without modification, the Arab countries will in return consider the Arab-Israeli 
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conflict to be over and normalize relations with Israel. Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 

responds to the initiative on behalf of Israel, stating that Israel views the plan as 

encouraging, but that the agreement must be discussed directly with the Palestinians and 

that no accord can come to fruition unless terror activities are ceased, a condition not 

mentioned in the Arab Initiative.[32]  

 

Jan. 22-27, 2001: Taba Conference: In the midst of the Second Intifada, and as a follow-up to 

the Camp David Summit, the Israelis and Palestinians meet for a final attempt to come to an 

agreement on a Palestinian state. Israel offers 94 percent of the West Bank in addition to 

Israeli land, culminating in an offer of 97 percent of the total land area requested by the 

Palestinians. The 'right of return' is also considered. However, the conference ends again in a 

standstill, and an Israeli-Palestinian Joint Statement is issued asserting that the two parties 

have never before been so close to an agreement and expressing hope for the future.[33]  

 

July 11-25, 2000: Camp David Summit: To keep to the schedule set by the Sharm el-Sheikh 

Memorandum, Arafat and Barak meet with President Clinton at Camp David. In an effort to 

achieve peace once and for all, Barak offers a series of concessions including Israeli 

withdrawal from the entire Gaza Strip and 95 percent of the West Bank; the subsequent 

creation of an independent Palestinian state in the aforementioned areas; the 

dismantlement of all Israeli settlements in those areas given to the Palestinians; land 

compensation outside of the West Bank for settlements to remain under Israeli sovereignty; 

and Palestinian rule over East Jerusalem and most of the Old City (excluding the Jewish 

Quarter) and 'religious sovereignty' on the Temple Mount. In exchange, the agreement 

called for Arafat to declare an end to the conflict and a prohibition of future claims on Israeli 

land. Arafat rejects the proposal and makes no counter-offer. The summit ends in failure, 

but a Tri-Lateral Statement is issued delineating the principles of future talks.[34]  

 

Sept. 4, 1999: Sharm el-Sheikh Memorandum: This memorandum addresses the delay in 

implementation of the Oslo Accords created by Palestinian non-compliance with security 

obligations and the subsequent Israeli refusal to redeploy troops in the face of a growing 

terror threat from Area A (which is under full Palestinian administrative and security 

control). At this time, Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak meet to reaffirm their 

commitment to the Oslo Peace Process and set a new deadline, Sept. 13, 2000, for the 

completion of peace talks.[35]  

 

Oct. 23, 1998: Wye River Memorandum: U.S. President Bill Clinton hosts Netanyahu and 

Arafat to negotiate the details of implementation of Oslo II of 1995. The memorandum 

emphasizes the need for the Palestinian side to uphold its security obligations. In return, for 

each phase the Palestinians successfully complete, they are to receive a specified 

percentage of land (through measures such as Israeli troop deployments).[36]  

 

Jan. 17, 1997: Protocol Concerning the Redeployment in Hebron: The redeployment of 

Israeli soldiers from Hebron, the last remaining Palestinian city under Israeli control, is 

orchestrated in the Hebron Agreement. The protocol is signed by Arafat and Israeli Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. This marks the first time Israel's Likud party government has 
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supported territorial withdrawal in the West Bank (also known as Judea and Samaria), until 

then widely considered a Labor party policy.[37]  

 

Sept. 28, 1995: Oslo II: The Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the 

Gaza Strip, known as "Oslo II" or "Taba," broadens and supersedes the 1994 Gaza-Jericho 

Agreement. This agreement deals with many aspects of the transition to Palestinian 

autonomy, including how Israel will leave Palestinian-populated areas in the West Bank and 

Gaza; the provision for Palestinians to elect the newly established Palestinian Council; and 

the division of the area into three sections based on which group retains responsibility for 

security divided into Areas A, B and C. Israel also releases Palestinian prisoners as a sign of 

goodwill.[38]  

 

Oct. 26, 1994: Israel-Jordan Peace Treaty: After a series of meetings, Israeli Prime Minister 

Yitzhak Rabin and Jordanian Prime Minister Abdul-Salam Majali sign the Israel-Jordan Peace 

Treaty. The basic provisions of the treaty delineate the international border; prohibit 

hostilities between the two nations; agree upon water usage from shared bodies of water; 

allow for freedom of movement between the two countries as well as access to religious 

sites within Jerusalem; and formally normalize all relations between Israel and Jordan. 

Diplomatic relations begin Nov. 27, 1994, and additional bilateral agreements are signed in 

the coming years in areas such as environment, trade and tourism.[39]  

 

July 25, 1994: The Washington Declaration: King Hussein of Jordan and Israeli Prime Minister 

Yitzhak Rabin meet publicly in Washington, D.C. for the first time and take important steps 

toward implementing a peace treaty. The official state of war between the two countries is 

ended; each nation agrees to follow U.N. Security Council Resolutions 242 and 338 to seek a 

total and lasting peace; and Israel acknowledges Jordan's special role in the oversight of 

Muslim holy places within Jerusalem. The two leaders also focus on future economic 

cooperation between Israel and Jordan.[40]  

 

May 4, 1994: Gaza-Jericho Agreement: In what is also known as the Cairo Agreement, Israel 

and the Palestinians outline Israel's initial withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and Jericho, as 

well as the creation of the Palestinian Authority. Although Israel is removing all of its forces 

from these areas (and later from Palestinian cities in the West Bank), Yasser Arafat's PA fails 

to meet the security conditions requiring it to crack down on terror groups such as Hamas 

and Palestinian Islamic Jihad.[41]  

 

Sept. 14, 1993: Israel-Jordan Common Agenda: After almost two years of Madrid 

Conference-inspired bilateral talks between Israel and Jordan, the two nations sign the 

Common Agenda which outlines the impending peace treaty between the two countries.[42]  

 

Sept. 13, 1993: The Oslo Accords: After secret negotiations between the Israelis and 

Palestinians in Oslo following the Madrid Peace Conference, Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 

Rabin and Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat shake hands and sign the "Declaration of 

Principles On Interim Self-Government Arrangements," better known as the Oslo Accords. 

The agreement calls for the transfer of power in the West Bank and Gaza Strip to the 
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Palestinians, beginning with an interim phase, leading to self-government and elections 

among the Palestinians, and culminating with a final-status agreement in which a permanent 

Palestinian state will sign an end-of-conflict agreement with Israel. The negotiations phase of 

the Accords include Rabin and Arafat exchanging letters in which Arafat pledges that the PLO 

recognizes Israel and commits itself to peace, while Rabin states that Israel recognizes the 

PLO as a legitimate party in the negotiations for peace. The "land for peace" strategy is 

heavily employed in these accords. The Oslo Accords are carried out through phased 

meetings.[43] 

 

Oct. 30-Nov. 1, 1991: Madrid Peace Conference: The United States and USSR co-host a 

conference in Spain to set the framework to negotiate peace between Israel and Jordan, 

Syria, Lebanon and the Palestinians, the first time direct and open peace talks are held 

between Israel and these four partners since 1949. The three-day conference sets in motion 

bilateral talks between Israel and each of its neighbors, as well as multilateral talks, about 

issues such as trade, resource development and conflict-prevention. Ultimately, however, no 

agreements develop from the Madrid process.[44]  

 

May 14, 1989: Israel's Peace Initiative: Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir and Defense 

Minister Yitzhak Rabin announce a plan for peace, based on the Camp David Accords, 

consisting of four basic parts: strengthening peace with Egypt as a regional cornerstone; 

promoting full peaceful relations with the Arab states; improving refugee conditions through 

international efforts; and establishing interim self-rule for Palestinians, including Palestinian 

elections, during a five-year period leading to a "permanent solution."[45]  

 

March 26, 1979: Israel-Egypt Peace Treaty: Israel and Egypt sign a treaty which calls for both 

nations to demilitarize the Sinai Peninsula; for Israel to withdraw to the pre-1967 border, 

giving up military bases, settlements, roads and the Sinai oil fields; and for Egypt to 

'normalize' relations with Israel. Other Arab countries attack the agreement, and Sadat is 

assassinated by Muslim extremists in 1981. Nevertheless, the treaty holds.[46]  

 

Sept. 17, 1978: The Camp David Accords: After 12 days of closed negotiations between the 

Israelis and Egyptians at Camp David, the two delegations sign the Camp David Accords. This 

is made up of two sections: the first creates a framework for autonomous rule by the 

Palestinians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip; the second deals with the future of peace 

between Israel and Egypt, calling for a peace treaty to be agreed upon within three months 

that will include a full Israeli withdrawal from the Sinai.[47]  

 

Nov. 19, 1977: In response to an invitation by Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin, 

Egyptian President Anwar Sadat becomes the first Arab leader to travel to Israel and discuss 

the prospects of peace between the two nations.[48] 
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Timeline of Israel-Egypt Bilateral Relations 

{ŀŘŀǘΩǎ ±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭ - November 19, 1977 
 
President Anwar Sadat becomes the first Arab leader to officially visit Israel after accepting 
an invitation by Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin. During the historic visit, Sadat 
addressed the Knesset. His speech repeated familiar Egyptian demands, but also contained 
reassurance that Israel was welcome in the region. His willingness to go to Jerusalem broke a 
psychological barrier that convince Israelis of his sincerity and ultimately gave them the 
confidence they could take the risks that would ultimately be required to make peace with 
Egypt. [1] 
 
The Camp David Accords ς Sept. 17, 1978 
 
After 12 days of closed talks between Israeli and Egyptian delegations at Camp David in the 
U.S., the two sides sign the two-part Camp David Accords. The first section deals with the 
future of the Sinai Peninsula and peace between Israel and Egypt, and calls for a peace 
treaty to be signed within three months that stipulates a full Israeli withdrawal from Sinai. 
The second part outlines a framework for establishing autonomous Palestinians rule in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. [2] 
 
Israel-Egypt Peace Treaty - March 26, 1979 
 
Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin and Egyptian President Anwar Sadat sign a treaty at 
the White House, witnessed by President Jimmy Carter, requiring both countries to cease 
hostile activity and to demilitarize the Sinai Peninsula. Under the terms of the agreement, 
Israel is to withdraw to the pre-1967 border, give up military bases, settlements, roads and 
the Sinai oil fields in return for normalized relations with Egypt. Meanwhile, all other Arab 
states denounce the treaty and Egypt is suspended from the Arab League.  
 
Embassies Open ς 1980 
 
LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ 9Ƴōŀǎǎȅ ƛƴ /ŀƛǊƻ ƻǇŜƴǎ ƛƴ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мфул ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ !Ǌŀō 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ Embassy in Israel opens in March 1980. [3] 
 
First Ambassadors Appointed ς Jan. 5, 1980 
 
Egypt appoints Saad Mortada as its first ambassador to Israel. Dr. Eliyahu Ben Elissar will be 
Israel's first ambassador to Egypt. [4] 
 
Egyptian Control of Sinai ς April 25, 1982 
 
In accordance with the Camp David Accords, Israel fully completes its withdrawal from the 
Sinai Peninsula. [5] 
 
Sadat Assassinated - October 6, 1981 
 
Muslim extremists assassinate President Sadat. He is succeeded by Vice President Hosni 
Mubarak who pledges to fulfill the terms of the peace agreement with Israel. [6] 
 
Ambassador Recalled ς Sept. 21, 1982 
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The Egyptian ambassador to Israel, Saad Mortada, was summoned back to Cairo in response 
to the massacre of Palestinians at the Sabra and Shatila refugee camps in West Beirut. [7] 
 
Economic Ties ς 1986-1987 
 
.ŜǘǿŜŜƴ мфус ŀƴŘ мфутΣ LǎǊŀŜƭ ōŜŎŀƳŜ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƻƛƭ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊ ƛƴ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ сл 
percent of its oil from its neighbor to the south. In 1987, 170,000 Israelis visited Egypt and 
was the largest number of tourists from any one country. [8] 
 
Nubaseed Agricultural Demonstration Farm - 1987 
 
Through cooperation between Egypt, Israel, and the U.S., the Nubaseed Demonstration 
Farm opens south of Alexandria, Egypt. This ongoing, cooperative project between the three 
countries focuses on addressing key agricultural issues with advanced technologies and 
sharing these new practices with inexperienced farmers in the region. [9] 
 
Mubarak Refuses Meetings with Israeli Leaders ς 1989 
 
In early 1989, Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak plans a trip to Israel but then announces 
conditions on his visit, including demands that Israel hold negotiations with the PLO, and the 
trip never takes place. During his 1989 visit to the United States, the Israelis asked President 
Mubarak to extend his stay and meet with Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir. Mubarak 
declined and continued his boycott of the Israeli Prime Minister through 1989. [10] 
 
Taba Border Agreement ς Feb. 27, 1989 
 
Following an international arbitration ruling on the location of the border of the Sinai town 
of Taba, Israel agrees to turn over the Taba beach resort to Egypt. The agreement also allows 
ǘƻǳǊƛǎǘǎ ǘǊŀǾŜƭƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ LǎǊŀŜƭ ǘƻ Ǉŀǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀōŀ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŎǊƻǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜ ά!ǉŀōŀ 
Coast Area oŦ {ƛƴŀƛΦέ ώммϐ 
 
Gaza-Jericho Agreement ς May 4, 1994 
 
Also known as the Cairo Agreement, Israel and the Palestinians outline Israel's initial 
withdrawal from the Gaza Strip and Jericho, as well as the creation of the Palestinian 
Authority (PA). Although Israel agrees to remove all of its forces from these areas (and later 
from Palestinian cities in the West Bank), Yasser Arafat's PA fails to meet the security 
conditions requiring it to crack down on terror groups such as Hamas and Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad. [12] 
 
Cairo Peace Summit ς Feb. 2, 1995 
 
Leaders from Egypt, Israel, Jordan, and the PLO hold a summit meeting in Cairo, reaffirming 
their determination to achieve a lasting peace in the region. Initiated by Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, and attended by King Hussein of Jordan and Palestinian Authority (PA) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat, the meeting marks the first time that Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin sits with all three Arab leaders. [13] 
 
Citrus Imports ς July 12, 1995 
 



15 
 

The Israel Agricultural Ministry announces it will commence importing tens of thousands of 
tons of citrus annually from Egypt for industrial use. [14] 
 
Funeral of Yitzhak Rabin ς Nov. 6, 1995 
 
9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ Iƻǎƴƛ aǳōŀǊŀƪ ŀǘǘŜƴŘǎ ¸ƛǘȊƘŀƪ wŀōƛƴΩǎ ŦǳƴŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊǎ ŀ ŜǳƭƻƎȅ ƛƴ 
his only trip to Israel. He has refused all invitations to visit Israel since that day. [15] 
 
Egypt Assumes Intermediary Role in Peace Talks ς June 6, 1997 

LǎǊŀŜƭ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜǎ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƳŜŘƛŀǊȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōǊƻƪŜǊ 
peace and fill the vacuum left by the United States. Published reports in Israel said that 
Osama el-Baz, senior aide to Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak, was trying to set up a 
meeting between Palestinian Authority President Yasir Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu to break the deadlock in the peace talks and bring the two sides back 
to the negotiating table. [16] 
 
Tourism Peaks ς 1999 
 
The flow of Israeli tourists to Egypt reached a high of 415,000 in 1999. Since 2000, there has 
been a decline in the number of tourists, although visits still take place on an ongoing basis, 
albeit on a more limited scale. The flow of Egyptian tourists to Israel reached a high of 
28,000 in 1995, with 2,500 visitors to Israel in the first half of 2002. 
 
Sharm el-Sheikh Memorandum ς Sept. 4, 1999 
 
The Sharm el-Sheikh memorandum, signed in Egypt by Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak and 
Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) Chairman Yasser Arafat, addresses delayed 
implementation of the Oslo Accords by Palestinian non-compliance of security obligations 
and the consequent Israeli refusal to redeploy troops in the face of the growing terror 
threat. Barak and Arafat reaffirm their commitment to the Oslo Accords peace process and 
set a new deadline of Sept. 13, 2000, for the completion of the peace talks. Egyptian 
tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ Iƻǎƴƛ aǳōŀǊŀƪΣ WƻǊŘŀƴΩǎ YƛƴƎ !ōŘǳƭƭŀƘ ŀƴŘ ¦Φ{Φ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ aŀŘŜƭŜƛƴŜ 
Albright attend the Sharm el-Sheikh ceremony. [17] 
 
Egypt Withdraws Ambassador ς Nov. 21, 2000 
 
Egypt announces that it will recall its ambassador to Israel, Mohammed Bassouni, amid 
ongoing violence between Israelis and Palestinians. [18] 
 
Economic Ties ς 2000-2001 
 
In 2000, Israeli exports to Egypt were valued at $58.1 million but dropped 20 percent to 
$47.1 million in 2001. In 2001, Egypt imported goods (excluding oil and services) to Israel 
totaled $20 million, a total value that dropped from $20.7 million in 2000. [19] 
 
Anti-Semitic Ramadan Television Series ς Oct. 26, 2002 

An Egyptian satellite television channel creates a 41-episode series to broadcast nightly 
through the Islamic holy month of Ramadan with a potential audience in the tens of millions. 
tǊƻŘǳŎŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ άIƻǊǎŜ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ IƻǊǎŜƳŀƴΣέ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜǎ 
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ƛŘŜŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ά¢ƘŜ tǊƻǘƻŎƻƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ƭŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ½ƛƻƴέ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǘǊŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘ 
from 1855 to 1917 from the point of view of an Egyptian who fought British occupiers and 
the Zionist movement. [20] This is just one of many examples of anti-Semitism in the state-
run Egyptian media. 
 
Egyptian Anti-semitic Cartoons Printed ς Aug. 10, 2003 
 
The Egyptian daily, al-Wafd, printed a set of anti-semitic cartoons that depict Israeli Prime 
Minister, Ariel Sharon, as a satanic figure. Prime Minister Sharon is drawn with horns, a tail, 
and a swastika necktie. In the cartoon he speaks to a group of hook-nosed religious Jews and 
ǎŀȅǎΣ άvǳƛŎƪƭȅΣ Ǝƻ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘ мл ƳƻǊŜ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƳ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ŎŀƳŜǊŀǎΦέ ώнмϐ 
 
Release of Azzam Azzam ς Dec. 5, 2004 
 
In response to Prime Minister ArƛŜƭ {ƘŀǊƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘΣ 9ƎȅǇǘƛŀƴ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ Iƻǎƴƛ aǳōŀǊŀƪ 
instructed the relevant Egyptian authorities to work to shorten the sentence of Azzam 
Azzam, an Israeli convicted of spying and imprisoned in Egypt for eight years. As a gesture of 
appreciation, Prime Minister Sharon had Israeli authorities release six Egyptian infiltrators 
from detention and ordered the relevant security authorities to consider the possibility of 
shortening the prison terms of Palestinian prisoners. [22] 
 
Partial Trade Pact ς Dec. 14, 2004  
 
Egypt, Israel, and the United States sign a three-way partial-free trade accord that opens 
U.S. markets to Egyptian goods produced with inputs from Israel. The agreement is 
considered the most important economic deal between the two Middle East countries in the 
last two decades. [23] The pact "will contribute to a just and comprehensive peace," said the 
Egyptian trade minister at the time. [24] 
 
New Ambassador to Israel ς March 17, 2005 
 
aǳƘŀƳƳŜŘ !ǎǎŜƳ LōǊŀƘƛƳΣ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ŀǊǊƛǾed in Tel Aviv. His arrival 
marked the end of the more than three-year Egyptian protest in response to IDF actions 
during the intifada. [25] 
 
Natural Gas Deal ς June 30, 2005  
 
Egypt and Israel sign a landmark $2.5 billion deal for the sale of Egyptian natural gas to 
Israel. Egypt agrees to supply 1.7 billion cubic meters of natural gas over a 15-year period via 
an undersea pipeline from the Egyptian town of el-Arish to the Israeli city of Ashkelon. [26] 
 
bŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ {ǘŀŦŦ {ƎǘΦ DƛƭŀŘ {ƘŀƭƛǘΩǎ wŜƭŜŀǎŜ ς June 26, 2006 
 
Iran-backed Hamas abducts Staff Sgt. Gilad Shalit on June 25, 2006, with the help of two 
other terrorist groups in which they killed two soldiers and injured four others. [27] Egypt is 
the primary mediator in negotiations between Israel and IŀƳŀǎ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŦƻǊ 
{ƘŀƭƛǘΩǎ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜΣ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŀōŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ Ƙƛǎ ŎŀǇǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ ώнуϐ 
 
Philadelphi Deal ς August 24, 2005 
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Israel and Egypt agreed on the deployment of 750 Egyptian security forces along the 
Philadelphi route on the Gaza-Egypt border to prevent weapons smuggling through the area. 
In the finalized deal, Egyptians are to refrain from openly transferring weapons to the 
Palestinians. [29] 
 
Security Cooperation against Gaza Arms Smuggling ς Nov. 21, 2007 
 
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak agree to step up 
cooperative intelligence and security measures in order to combat arms smuggling from 
Sinai into the Gaza Strip. [30] 
 
Six-aƻƴǘƘ ά{ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ /ŀƭƳέ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ς June 19, 2008 
 
A six-month state of calm, separately agreed upon by Israel and Hamas, goes into effect. 
Brokered by Egypt, the ceasefire aimed to halt all Palestinian rocket fire into Israel and the 
cessation of weapons smuggling into Gaza by Iran. As part of the agreement, Israel would 
increase the amount of humanitarian aid into Gaza. During the six-month period, which 
ended on Dec. 18, Iran-backed Hamas terrorists violate the state of calm, firing 362 rockets 
and mortars at the civilian population in the southern Negev region. [31] 
 
Egypt Seals Border ς Dec. 2008 
 
Egypt closes its border with the Gaza Strip during Israeli Operation Cast Lead and President 
Hosni Mubarak declares that it would not be open on a permanent basis until conditions 
agreed upon in 2005 are in place. The border would be open on an emergency basis only to 
receive those who are wounded and in need of medical treatment. [32] Smuggling tunnels 
from Egypt to Gaza, that had been in operation for several years and were built as a way 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŜŎƻnomic blockade, continued to operate throughout the armed conflict and 
were used by Hamas to smuggle in weapons. [33] 
 
Israeli Ceasefire in Gaza ς Jan. 17, 2009 
 
Israel declares a unilateral ceasefire to end Operation Cast Lead in Gaza after reaching an 
understanding with Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and securing commitments from the 
United States and several European states to help stop the rearmament of Iran-backed 
IŀƳŀǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ DŀȊŀ {ǘǊƛǇ Ǿƛŀ LǊŀƴ ŀƴŘ {ȅǊƛŀΦ ώопϐ IŀƳŀǎ ǊŜƧŜŎǘǎ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎŜŀǎefire, but 
announces its own ceasefire 12 hours later. [35] Hamas leaders criticize Egypt for not taking 
a larger role in aiding Gaza during the Israeli operation. [36] 
 
Trade ς 2008 
 
Israel imported $132 million worth of goods from Egypt in 2008, up from $94 million in 
2007. Exports to Egypt totaled $139 million in 2008, a decline from $154 million in 2007. [37] 
 
Cooperation to End Arms Smuggling ς March 20, 2009 
 
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak met and agreed 
to intensify intelligence and security cooperation to combat smuggling from Sinai into the 
Gaza Strip. Both sides agreed to hold weekly meetings and step up the activity of joint 
security committee. They also agreed to pass on relevant intelligence information 
immediately using a hotline. [38] 
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Timeline of U.S. - Israel Relations  
 

Index 

¶ May 14, 1948 - The U.S. Recognizes the State of Israel 

¶ Dec. 5, 1947 - U.S. Arms Embargo 

¶ May 1950 - Tripartite Agreement between U.S., Britain and France on arms-exports to 

the Mideast 

¶ Sept. 1955 - Czechoslovakia - Egypt Arms Deal 

¶ Oct. to Nov. 1956 - Suez Crisis,  

¶ 1962 - U.S. sale of HAWK missiles to Israel 

¶ 1968 - U.S. Sale of Phantom F-4 fighter jets to Israel  

¶ June 1970 - Rogers Plan for Resolving the War of Attrition  

¶ Oct. 1973 - Yom Kippur War and Operation Nickel Grass 

¶ Nov. 19, 1977- {ŀŘŀǘΩǎ ±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭ 

¶ Sept. 17, 1978 - The Camp David Accords 

¶ March 26, 1979 - Israel-Egypt Peace Treaty 

¶ Sept. 1, 1982 - Reagan Plan 

¶ Aug. 1990 - February 1991 - First Gulf War 

¶ Oct. 30 - Nov. 1, 1991 - Madrid Peace Conference 

¶ Sept. 13, 1993 - The Oslo Accords,  

¶ Sept. 28, 1995 - Oslo II 

¶ Oct. 23, 1998 - Wye River Memorandum 

¶ Sept. 4, 1999 - Sharm el-Sheikh Memorandum 

¶ July 11 - 25, 2000 - Camp David Summit 

¶ Jan. 22 - 27, 2001 - Taba Summit 

¶ June 24, 2002 - Bush's Vision for the Middle East 

¶ April 30, 2003 - Roadmap for Peace 

¶ June 4, 2003 - Peace Summit at Aqaba 

¶ April 14, 2004 - tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ .ǳǎƘΩǎ [ŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ {ƘŀǊƻƴ 

¶ Nov. 27, 2007 - Annapolis Conference 

 

 

¶ May 14, 1948 ς The U.S. Recognizes the State of Israel 
 

On May 14, 1948, the U.S., under President Truman, became the first country to extend 

de facto recognition to the State of Israel.1 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 [ƛŜōŜǊΣ wƻōŜǊǘ WΦΣ ά¦Φ{Φ-LǎǊŀŜƭƛ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ {ƛƴŎŜ мфпуΣέ ƛƴ Middle East Review of International Affairs, 

Vol. 2, No. 3, Sept. 1998, http://meria.idc.ac.il/journal/1998/issue3/jv2n3a2.html  

http://meria.idc.ac.il/journal/1998/issue3/jv2n3a2.html
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¶ Dec. 5, 1947 ς U.S. Arms Embargo 
 

The U.S. imposed an arms embargo on all warring parties during the Israeli War of 

Independence. The embargo lasted until Jan. 1949, by which time most of the fighting 

had been concluded.2  

 

¶ May 1950 ς Tripartite Agreement of 1950 
 

The Tripartite Agreement of May 1950 between the U.S., France and Britain established 

an arms embargo on Israel and the Arab states involved in the conflict. However, it did 

not prevent the Arab states from obtaining arms, due to their relationships with arms-

supplying states such as the Soviet Union, exemplified by the Czech Arms Deal of 1955 

between Egypt and Czechoslovakia.3  

 

¶ September 1950 ς Czechoslovakia - Egypt Arms Deal 
 

Egypt and Czechoslovakia concluded an arms deal in 1955 in which the Soviet Union, via 

Czechoslovakia, sold Egypt 200 aircraft including fighters, bombers and transport aircraft. 

The sale also provided Egypt with 230 tanks, 200 armored personnel carriers, 100 self-

propelled guns, 500 artillery pieces as well as destroyers, torpedo-boats and submarines.4 

 

¶ Oct. ς Nov. 1956 - Suez Crisis  
 

Starting in 1949, Egypt trained and equipped Palestinian fedayeen or guerrillas who 

conducted raids into Israel, killing 400 Israelis and wounding another 900 between 1949 

and 1956. In light of this ongoing paramilitary campaign, which contravened the 1949 

armistice agreements, Israel accepted a proposal by Britain and France to invade the 

Sinai Peninsula.5 The U.S. was opposed to the operation and the Eisenhower 

administration put intense pressure on Israel and Britain to withdraw from Egypt. 

Washington initiated a resolution in the U.N. General Assembly calling for the immediate 

                                                           
2
 [ƛŜōŜǊΣ wƻōŜǊǘ WΦΣ ά¦Φ{Φ-LǎǊŀŜƭƛ wŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ {ƛƴŎŜ мфпуΣέ ƛƴ Middle East Review of International Affairs, 

Vol. 2, No. 3, Sept. 1998, http://meria.idc.ac.il/journal/1998/issue3/jv2n3a2.html ŀƴŘ  ά¢ƘŜ мфпу 
²ŀǊΣέ aƛǘŎƘŜƭƭ .ŀǊŘΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝō ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ ±ƛǊǘǳŀƭ [ƛōǊŀǊȅΣ ǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŜŘ ƻƴ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нтΣ нллтΣ 
http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/1948_War.html  
3
 ά¢ǊƛǇŀǊǘƛǘŜ 5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ wŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bŜŀǊ 9ŀǎǘ- нр aŀȅΣ мфрлέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 

of Foreign Affairs Web site, retrieved on Dec. 27 2007, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Foreign+Relations/Israels+Foreign+Relations+since+1947/1947-
1974/Tripartite+Declaration+Regarding+Security+in+the+N.htm ŀƴŘ ά²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊƛǇŀǊǘƛǘŜ 
!ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ƻŦ мфпфΚΣέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝō ǎƛǘŜ ƻŦ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴŜ CŀŎǘǎΣ ǊŜǘǊƛŜǾŜŘ ƻƴ 5ŜŎΦ нтΣ нллтΣ 
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withdrawal of the British, French and Israeli forces. The resolution was passed and 

British, French and Israeli forces withdrew.6 

 

¶ 1962 ς U.S. Sale of HAWK Missiles to Israel 
 

The Kennedy administration sold Israel HAWK anti-aircraft missiles in 1962, the first 

major arms deal between the two countries. This contract was the first step in what 

would become a close military relationship between the two countries and paved the 

ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊȅ ŀǊƳǎ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ CǊŀƴŎŜ ƛƳǇƻǎŜŘ ŀƴ 

embargo on weapons sales to Israel following the Six-Day War in 1967.7 

 

¶ June 1967 ς The U.S. and the Six-Day War 
 

In the weeks preceding the Six-Day War of June 1967, U.S. President Lyndon Johnson 

made a series of efforts to ease the tensions between Israel, and Egypt and Syria. In 

particular, Johnson sought to re-open the Straits of Tiran which Egyptian President Gamal 

Abdel Nasser had closed to Israeli shipping; an act which Israel had stated would 

precipitate a war. Johnson sought to implement an idea put forth by British Prime 

Minister Harold Wilson to send an international naval force to the straits and ensure the 

free passage of Israeli ships. He also stated in a meeting on May 27, 1967 with Israeli 

Foreign Minister Abba Eban that the international convoy was the only way to open the 

ǎǘǊŀƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΣ άIsrael will not be alone unless it decides to go it alone.έ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ 

plan failed to gain international support and Israel, after waiting for more than a week 

before finding out that the flotilla would not be forthcoming, made preparations for a 

pre-emptive strike that began on June 6, 1967.8 

 

¶ 1968 ς U.S. Sale of Phantom F-4 Phantom Fighter Jets to Israel 
 

In 1968, U.S. President Lyndon Johnson approved the sale of 50 F-4 Phantom fighter jets 

to Israel. The Phantom was one of the most advanced fighter jets in the world and selling 

them to Israel was extremely sensitive. The sale marked the first time that the U.S. sold 

advanced weaponry to Israel that was superior to weaponry held by the Arab states.9 

 

¶ June 1970 ς Rogers Plan 
 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ ŘŜŦŜŀǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƛȄ-Day War of 1967, Egyptian President Gamal Abdel 

Nasser initiated a low-intensity conflict with Israel, known as the War of Attrition, to try 
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ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŀǇǘǳǊŜ 9ƎȅǇǘΩǎ ƭƻǎǘ ǘŜǊǊƛǘƻǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜ wƻƎŜǊǎ tƭŀƴ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ōȅ ¦Φ{Φ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ 

State William P. Rogers to end these hostilities. The plan, formally announced in June 

1970, called for a 90-day cease-fire and a framework for ending the conflict between the 

countries. The Israeli government rejected the plan, however, because it disregarded the 

need to determine secure and agreed borders through the signing of peace treaties by 

direct negotiations.10  

 

¶ Oct. 1973 ς Yom Kippur War  
 

On Oct. 6, 1973, Egyptian and Syrian forces attacked Israeli positions in the Sinai and 

Golan Heights initiating a three-week war. After early advances, the Israel Defense Forces 

(IDF) defeated the Egyptian and Syrian armies, crossed the Suez Canal and encircled the 

Egyptian Third Army. However, in order to gain influence with Egypt and to detach that 

country from the Soviet sphere after the war, U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger 

warned Israel against attacking the stranded troops. Kissinger told the Israeli Ambassador 

ǘƻ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ άan option that does not existΦέ LǎǊŀŜƭ ŦŀǘŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊ 

numbered approximately 2,700 while Syrian and Egyptian casualties climbed as high as 

18,500. 

 

After the war, the U.S. pressured Israel to make territorial concessions in the cease-fire 

agreements and withdraw from the west side of the Suez Canal, although the Egyptians 

were allowed to maintain their positions east of the Canal which they had taken during 

the war.11 

 

Operation Nickel Grass - During the Yom Kippur War, the U.S. initiated a massive re-

supply operation to Israel of essential war materiel which was lost during the early stages 

of the war. Named Operation Nickel Grass, the U.S. supplied Israel with 22,395 tons of 

cargo, including M-60 tanks, 155mm howitzers and CH-53 helicopters. The U.S. also sold 

36 F-4 Phantom fighter jets to Israel during the war. Operation Nickel Grass is sometimes 

ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άǘƘŜ ŀƛǊƭƛŦǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŀǾŜŘ LǎǊŀŜƭΦέ12  

 

!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΣ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ DƻƭŘŀ aŜƛǊ ǎŀƛŘΣ άFor generations to come, all will be 

told of the miracle of the immense planes from the United States bringing in the material 

that meant life for our peopleΦέ13 

 

¶ Nov. 19, 1977 ς SŀŘŀǘΩǎ ±ƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭ 

                                                           
10

 άLǎǊŀŜƭ wŜƧŜŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ wƻƎŜǊǎ tƭŀƴ - Cabinet Statement - нн 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ мфсфΣέ from the Israel Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs Web site, retrieved on Dec. 27, 
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Foreign+Relations/Israels+Foreign+Relations+since+1947/1947-
1974/10+Israel+Rejects+the+Rogers+Plan-+Cabinet+Stateme.htm  
11

 ά²Ƙŀǘ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻƳ YƛǇǇǳǊ ²ŀǊΚέ from the Web site of Palestine 
Facts, retrieved on Dec. 27,http://www.palestinefacts.org/pf_1967to1991_ykwar_agreements.php  
12

 άbƛŎƪŜƭ DǊŀǎǎΣέ Journal of the Air Force Association, Vol. 81, No. 12, Dec, 1998, 
http://www.afa.org/magazine/dec1998/1298nickel_print.html  
13

 άbƛŎƪŜƭ DǊŀǎǎΣέ Journal of the Air Force Association, Vol. 81, No. 12, Dec, 1998, 
http://www.afa.org/magazine/dec1998/1298nickel_print.html  

http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Foreign+Relations/Israels+Foreign+Relations+since+1947/1947-1974/10+Israel+Rejects+the+Rogers+Plan-+Cabinet+Stateme.htm
http://www.mfa.gov.il/MFA/Foreign+Relations/Israels+Foreign+Relations+since+1947/1947-1974/10+Israel+Rejects+the+Rogers+Plan-+Cabinet+Stateme.htm
http://www.palestinefacts.org/pf_1967to1991_ykwar_agreements.php
http://www.afa.org/magazine/dec1998/1298nickel_print.html
http://www.afa.org/magazine/dec1998/1298nickel_print.html


22 
 

 

Egyptian President Anwar Sadat gave a speech to the Egyptian Parliament stating his 

willingness to go to Israel and discuss peace in the Knesset. Israeli Prime Minister 

Menachem Begin then invited Sadat to visit Israel, making Sadat the first Arab leader to 

travel to the Jewish state and discuss a peace agreement.14 

 

¶ Sept. 17, 1978 ς The Camp David Accords 
 

Prompted by U.S. President Jimmy Carter, Sadat and Begin convened at Camp David, Md. 

After 12 days of closed negotiations between the Israelis and Egyptians, the two 

delegations signed the Camp David Accords. The Accords are comprised of two sections: 

the first created a framework for autonomous rule by the Palestinians in the West Bank 

and Gaza Strip; the second dealt with the future of peace between Israel and Egypt, 

calling for a peace treaty to be agreed upon within three months that was to include a 

full Israeli withdrawal from the Sinai.15 

 

¶ March 26, 1979 ς Israel-Egypt Peace Treaty 
 

Following from the David Accords, Israel and Egypt signed a peace treaty calling for both 

nations to demilitarize the Sinai Peninsula; for Israel to withdraw to its pre-1967 borders, 

giving up military bases, settlements, roads and the Sinai oil fields; and for Egypt to 

normalize relations with Israel.16 

 

¶ Sept. 1, 1982 ς The Reagan Plan 
 

Following the First Lebanon War which began in June 1982, U.S. President Ronald Reagan 

believed that the Arab-Israeli conflict had to be solved soon. To advance this goal, Reagan 

gave a speech on Sept. 1, 1982 outlining his proposed solution for the conflict. He said his 

plan was the next step in the process begun at Camp David, to pave the way for 

ŀǳǘƻƴƻƳȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ Iƛǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴŜŘ άthe legitimate rights of the 

Palestinian people and their just requirementsΦέ IŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ŀ ŦƛǾŜ-year transition period 

for transfer of authority in the West Bank and Gaza from Israel to the Palestinians and a 

freeze on new Israeli settlements during that time. Self-government by the Palestinians 

of the West Bank and Gaza was to be in association with Jordan and not a separate state. 

Jerusalem would remain undivided, its final status to be decided through negotiations. 
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Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin rejected this plan as did the Palestine Liberation 

Organization and Jordan.17 

 

¶ Aug. 1990 - Feb. 1991 ς First Gulf War 
 

CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ LǊŀǉΩǎ ƛƴǾŀǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ Yǳǿŀƛǘ ƛƴ !ǳƎǳǎǘ мффлΣ ŀ ¦Φ{Φ ƭŜŘ Ŏƻŀƭƛǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ 

Operation Desert Storm to liberate Kuwait from the Iraqi occupation. During the 

operation, which began on Jan. 17, 1991, Iraq fired 39 ballistic missiles at Israel. The U.S. 

appealed to Israel not to react to the missile barrage in order to preserve the coalition 

unity which included Arab states. The U.S. army therefore deployed Patriot Missile 

Batteries in Israel to try and shoot down the incoming missiles, although they were 

largely ineffective. 

 

¶ Oct. 30 - Nov. 1, 1991 ς- Madrid Peace Conference 
 

The U.S. and USSR co-hosted a conference in Spain to set the framework to negotiate 

peace between Israel and Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and the Palestinians. The conference 

marked the first time direct and open peace talks were held between Israel and these 

four partners since 1949. The three-day conference set in motion bilateral talks between 

Israel and each of its neighbors, as well as multilateral talks, about issues such as trade, 

resource development and conflict-prevention. Ultimately, however, no agreements 

developed from the Madrid process.18 

 

¶ Sept. 13, 1993 ς The Oslo Accords 
 

After secret negotiations between the Israelis and Palestinians in Oslo following the 

Madrid Peace Conference, Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and Palestinian leader 

¸ŀǎǎŜǊ !ǊŀŦŀǘ ǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ tǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻƴ LƴǘŜǊƛƳ {ŜƭŦ-Government 

!ǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘǎΣέ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ hǎƭƻ !ŎŎƻrds. The agreement called for the transfer 

of power in the West Bank and Gaza Strip to the Palestinians, beginning with an interim 

phase, leading to self-government and elections among the Palestinians. The agreement 

was to culminate in a final-status agreement in which a permanent Palestinian state 

would sign an end-of-conflict agreement with Israel. The negotiations phase of the 

Accords included Rabin and Arafat exchanging letters in which Arafat pledged that the 

PLO would recognize Israel and commit itself to peace, while Rabin stated that Israel 

recognized the PLO as a legitimate party in the negotiations for peace.19 

 

¶ Sept. 28, 1995 ς Oslo II 
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The Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, known as 

άhǎƭƻ LLέ ǿŀǎ ŀ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀtion of the peace process that was initiated by the Declaration of 

Principles. It was first signed on Sept. 24, 1995 in Taba, Egypt by Israel and the PLO. Four 

days later, on Sept. 28, Rabin and Arafat signed the agreement in Washington in front of 

U.S. President Bill Clinton and representatives of other foreign governments. The 

ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ŀ άtŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ LƴǘŜǊƛƳ {ŜƭŦ-Government 

!ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅέ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿŀƭ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ƳŀƧƻǊ 

Palestinian population centers in the West Bank: Nablus, Qalqilya, Tulkarem, Ramallah, 

Bethlehem, Jenin and Hebron.20 

 

¶ Oct. 23, 1998 ς Wye River Memorandum 
 

Clinton hosted Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu and Arafat to negotiate the 

ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άhǎƭƻ LLΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƳŜƳƻǊŀƴŘǳƳ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

Palestinian side to uphold its security obligations. In return, for each phase the 

Palestinians would successfully complete, they were to receive a specified percentage of 

land (through measures such as Israeli troop deployments).21 

 

¶ Sept. 4, 1999 ς Sharm el-Sheikh Memorandum 
 

This memorandum addressed the delay in implementation of the Oslo Accords created 

by Palestinian non-compliance with security obligations and the subsequent Israeli 

refusal to redeploy troops in the face of a growing terror threat from the Area A 

territories in the West Bank (which were under full Palestinian administrative and 

security control). At this time, Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak met to 

reaffirm their commitment to the Oslo Peace Process and set a new deadline, Sept. 13, 

2000, for the completion of peace talks.22 

 

¶ July 11 - 25, 2000 ς Camp David Summit 
 

To adhere to the schedule set by the Sharm el-Sheikh Memorandum, Arafat and Barak 

met with Clinton at Camp David. In an effort to achieve peace once and for all, Barak 

offered a series of concessions including Israeli withdrawal from the entire Gaza Strip and 

95 percent of the West Bank; the subsequent creation of an independent Palestinian 

state in the aforementioned areas; the dismantling of all Israeli settlements in those 

areas given to the Palestinians; land compensation outside of the West Bank for 

settlements to remain under Israeli sovereignty; and Palestinian rule over East Jerusalem 
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and most of the Old City (eȄŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ WŜǿƛǎƘ vǳŀǊǘŜǊύ ŀƴŘ άǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴǘȅέ ƻƴ 

the Temple Mount. In exchange, the agreement called for Arafat to declare an end to the 

conflict and a prohibition on future claims to Israeli land. Arafat rejected the proposal 

and made no counter-offer. The summit ended in failure, but a tri-lateral statement was 

issued delineating the principles of future talks.23 

 

¶ Jan. 22 - 27, 2001 ς Taba Summit 
 

In the midst of the Second Intifada, following Israeli and Palestinian negotiations in 

Washington and bridging proposals suggested by Clinton, the Israelis and Palestinians 

met in Taba, Egypt, for a final attempt to come to an agreement on a Palestinian state. 

Israel offered 94 percent of the West Bank in addition to Israeli land, culminating in an 

offeǊ ƻŦ фт ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƭŀƴŘ ŀǊŜŀ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ άǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ 

ǊŜǘǳǊƴέ ŦƻǊ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ 

ended in deadlock, and an Israeli-Palestinian Joint Statement was issued asserting that 

the two parties had never before been so close to an agreement and expressed hope for 

the future.24 

 

¶ June 24, 2002 ς Bush's Vision for the Middle East 
 

In a speech in the White House Rose Garden, President George W. Bush outlined a new 

plan for peace between Israel and the Palestinians, with the possibility of a sovereign 

Palestinian state established in the near future. This policy called for new Palestinian 

leadership (specifically acknowledging the corruption and unwillingness to stop terrorism 

that characǘŜǊƛȊŜŘ !ǊŀŦŀǘΩǎ ǊŜƎƛƳŜύ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜŦƻǊƳǳƭŀǘŜŘΣ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀǘƛŎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

Palestinians. Bush also called upon the Palestinians, as well as other Arab states 

supporting or tolerating terrorism, to cease those activities. The plan focused mainly on 

the impediments to the peace process posed by the Palestinians since the Israelis had 

repeatedly offered and acted upon various concessions for peace, and on greater 

democratization throughout the Arab world.25 

 

¶ April 30, 2003 ς Road Map for Peace 
 

Based upon PresiŘŜƴǘ .ǳǎƘΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƻƴ WǳƴŜ нпΣ нллн ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƴŎƛǇƭŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ hǎƭƻ 

Accords, the Road Map for Peace was supervised by the International Quartet: the 

United States, the European Union, the Russian Federation and the United Nations. It 

called for serious alterations in the Palestinian government and resulted in the 

appointment of Palestinian Authority Prime Minister Mahmoud Abbas. The Road Map, 

which charted progress toward a final-status agreement through a series of benchmarks 

related to security and political progress, is still the official blueprint for peace between 
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Israel and the Palestinians, with the Quartet meeting intermittently to track the progress 

of the plan.26 

 

¶ June 4, 2003 ς Peace Summit at Aqaba 
 

Sharon and Abbas met in Jordan to reaffirm their commitment to the Road Map. Sharon 

promised a withdrawal of Israeli troops from Palestinian areas, and Abbas pledged an 

end to the Second Intifada and the Palestinian culture of hate against Israel. The 

prospects of the summit were shattered Aug. 19, 2003, after Palestinian terrorists 

carried out a suicide bombing in Jerusalem. As a result, on Sept. 1, 2003 the Israeli 

Cabinet decided to wage war against Hamas and other terrorist groups, and halted the 

diplomatic process with the Palestinian Authority until it proved it was taking concrete 

measures to stop terrorism.27 

 

¶ April 14, 2004 ς tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ .ǳǎƘΩǎ [ŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƻ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ {ƘŀǊƻƴ 
 

Lƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ !ǊƛŜƭ {ƘŀǊƻƴΩǎ ά5ƛǎŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ tƭŀƴέ ǘƻ ŘƛǎƳŀƴǘƭŜ ŀƭƭ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ settlements 

in the Gaza Strip and withdraw all Israeli forces from the territory, Bush sent a letter to 

{ƘŀǊƻƴ ǎǘŀǘƛƴƎ Ƙƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ {ƘŀǊƻƴΩǎ ǇƭŀƴΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǊŜƛǘŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{ΦΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ 

the Road Map and to a two-state solution, Bush also wrote in hiǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ άit is 

unrealistic to expect that the outcome of final status negotiations will be a full and 

complete return to the armistice lines of 1949έ ƛƴ ƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƳŀƧƻǊ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ 

population centers in the West Bank. He also stated that any solution to the Palestinian 

refugee issue would have to be solved by settling the refugees in the new Palestinian 

state and not Israel. Although such terms were already implicit in previous negotiations, 

.ǳǎƘΩǎ ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŀs an important development.28 

 

¶ Nov. 27, 2007 ς Annapolis Conference 
 

Bush and U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice hosted a conference in Annapolis, 

Md. on Nov. 27, 2007 aimed at restarting peace negotiations between Israel and the 

Palestinians. Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and Palestinian Authority President 

Mahmoud Abbas signed a joint statement which established a renewed track for peace 

negotiations and set a deadline for a final agreement by the end of 2008. 29 
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¦Ǉƻƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ мфпуΣ ƛǘǎ ŦƻǳƴŘŜǊǎ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƴƻǘ 
only a Jewish state, but also a democratic one, where all citizens, regardless of religion, 
ethnicity, race or gender, would live in peace with equal civil rights. [1]  
 
LǎǊŀŜƭƛ !Ǌŀōǎ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ǊƻǳƎƘƭȅ нл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ όмΦп Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴύ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ ώнϐ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜΣ 
by definition, Palestinians whose ancestors remained in Israel and were granted citizenship 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƳŜƴǘΦ CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфст {ƛȄ-Day War, when Israel fought a 
defensive war against five armies amassed on its borders, Israel captured East Jerusalem 
from Jordan and opened up the holy places to all inhabitants including Muslims, Jews and 
Christians. Palestinian residents of East Jerusalem were given special identification cards and 
were offered citizenship, but most refused. Still, East Jerusalem Arabs maintain permanent 
resident status and can apply for citizenship. As permanent residents they receive Israeli 
social security and health benefits; subsidies for children; have the right to vote in local 
elections; and have the freedom to travel in Israel. [3]  

The State of Israel...will ensure complete equality of social and political rights to 

all its inhabitants irrespective of religion, race or sex; it will guarantee freedom of 

religion, conscience, language, education and culture; it will safeguard the Holy 

Places of all religions; and it will be faithful to the principles of the Charter of the 

United Nations. 

-- Israel's Declaration of Independence 

 

Source: "The Declaration of the Establishment of the State of Israel," Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs Web site, May 14, 194 

 

Israeli Arabs, by and large, enjoy the same political and legal rights as Jewish citizens of 
LǎǊŀŜƭΦ ώпϐ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ŀǎ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ǎƻŎƛŜǘƛŜǎΣ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŘƻŜǎ ŦŀŎŜ 
some discrimination. For example, Israeli laws such as the Right of Return and the 
Citizenship Law exclude Arabs; [5] and there are some limitations on land available for Arabs 
to purchase. [6] However, they are allowed to purchase state-owned or privately owned 
land. [7] 
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Israeli-Arab Population Breakdown 
 
aƻǎǘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ !Ǌŀō ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ aǳǎƭƛƳΣ ǿƛǘƘ Christian Arabs forming the second-largest 
group, followed by the Druze and Circassians. [8]    

¶ Muslim Arabs ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜ уо ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ !Ǌŀō ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ώфϐ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
Sunni. [10] Bedouins, former nomads, account for about 10 percent of the Muslim-
!Ǌŀō ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ ώммϐ ¢ƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ .ŜŘƻǳƛƴ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
southern Negev desert and many volunteer ς but are not required to serve ς in the 
Israel Defense Forces (IDF). [12]  

¶ Christian Arabs,   ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜ уΦр ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ !Ǌŀō ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǊŜǎƛŘŜ 
Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ƛƴ ǳǊōŀƴ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ LǎǊŀŜƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ IŀƛŦŀΣ bŀȊŀǊŜǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ƘŦŀǊΩŀƳΦ 
Most of the Christian Arabs in Israel are members of the Greek Catholic, Greek 
Orthodox and Roman Catholic churches. [13]  

¶ The Druze ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ уΦо ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ώмпϐ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ !Ǌŀō ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
has a special standing within Israeli society. Israeli Druze are required to serve in the 
IDF and have held prominent positions in politics, the military and public office. [15] 
Most Druze live in 22 villages in northern Israel.   

¶ The Circassians, Sunni Muslims, are not Arabs, but are considered part of the Israeli-
Arab sector. They are a tiny percentage of the overall Arab population, numbering 
about 3,000. They live in two villages, Kfar Kama and Rehaniye, in northern 
Israel. Circassians serve in the IDF. [16] 
aƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ  

 LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ !Ǌŀō /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΥ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΣ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ /ƻŜȄƛǎǘŜƴŎŜ 
 
Israeli Arabs are generally non-assimilating and reside in villages where they administer their 
own municipal and internal affairs[17] Israeli Arabs run their own schools, where Arabic, an 
official language of Israel, [18] is the language of instruction. [19] They govern their religious 
courts, which adjudicate matters relating to marriage and divorce. [20] However, Arabs in 
Israel have been greatly influenced by Israeli culture, incorporating aspects of it into their 
own. They learn and speak Hebrew fluently, watch Israeli television programs and read 
Hebrew newspapers.Arab companies are listed and active on the Israeli stock exchange. [21] 
Also, young Israeli Arabs have adopted many practices of secular Jewish Israelis, such as 
wearing modern, Western-style clothing. [22] 
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Almost half of Israeli Arabs live primarily in the Western area of northern Israel. The majority 
of Arab residents live in 116 predominantly Arab communities throughout Israel, while 24 
ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ !Ǌŀōǎ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŜƛƎƘǘ ƳƛȄŜŘ ǘƻǿƴǎΥ ώноϐ Jerusalem, Tel Aviv-Yaffo, 
IŀƛŦŀΣ [ƻŘΣ aŀΩŀƭƻǘ-Tarshiha, Nazerat Illit, Akko and Ramla. [24] Israeli Arabs comprise a 
significant percentage of the population in Jerusalem (32 percent) and Akko, Ramla, Lod and 
aŀΩŀƭƻǘ-Tarshiha (20 percent). [25] 
 
Haifa, IsǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǘƘƛǊŘ-largest city, [26] is considered a model of peaceful coexistence, 
[27] where Jews and Arabs frequent the same restaurants, [28] shopping malls and movie 
ǘƘŜŀǘǊŜǎΦ IŀƛŦŀΩǎ aŀȄƛƳ ǊŜǎǘŀǳǊŀƴǘΣ Ŏƻ-owned by a Jewish and Arab family, is a symbol of 
Arab-Jewish unity. In October 2003, the restaurant was the target of an indiscriminate 
terrorist attack which killed 19 people, including four Arabs. [29]  
 
Another example of Arab-Jewish coexistence in Israel is the legendary Abulafia bakery in the 
port city of Jaffa next to Tel Aviv. The bakery, founded in 1879, is owned by an Arab-Muslim 
family, but many of its customers are Jewish. The Abulafia family is currently building an 
international hotel that it hopes will be a symbol of Arab and Jewish cooperation. [30] 
 
Arabs and Israelis also coexist in the community Neve Shalom/Wahat al-Salam, which means 
άhŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ tŜŀŎŜέ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴ IŜōǊŜǿ ŀƴŘ !ǊŀōƛŎΦ Located in central Israel, Neve Shalom/Wahat 
al-Salam has about 50 Jewish and Israeli-Arab families who raise their children in a bilingual 
setting. Educational, cultural and spiritual programs bring Arab and Jewish children together. 
[31]   

Unlike Israeli Jews, Arab citizens of Israel are not required to serve in the Israel Defense 
Forces; however, military service is mandatory for Druze and Circassian men. [32] 
 
{ƛƴŎŜ ƛǘǎ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎΣ LǎǊŀŜƭ Ƙŀǎ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ !Ǌŀō ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ 
5ŜŎƭŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΥ ά²Ŝ ŀǇǇŜŀƭ Χ ǘƻ the Arab inhabitants of the State of 
Israel to preserve peace and participate in the upbuilding of the State on the basis of full and 
Ŝǉǳŀƭ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŘǳŜ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƛǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƳŀƴŜƴǘ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 
[33]  

A Voice and a Place: Arabs in Israeli Politics 

Israeli law guarantees Arab citizens the right to express themselves 
publicly and to participate in the political process. Israel values 
ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ǎƻ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ 
national existence are represented in the Knesset (Israeli parliament). 
[34] Arabs, like all citizens, have a place in Israeli politics and a say in 
how the government functions, and can petition the government 
when they feel their rights have been violated. In addition, Arab 
citizens can turn to a variety of non-governmental organizations, such 
as the Association for Civil Rights in Israel (ACRI) and Adalah: The Legal 
Center for Minority Rights in Israel, to seek legal redress. [35]  
 
Arabs have been elected to every Knesset since the founding of the 
State of Israel. [36] At present, Arabs hold 13 seats in the Knesset, 
which has 120 members. [37] [38] 

Arab Political Parties and Representatives Today 

 
A Bedouin woman 
with child 
Photo Courtesy of 
Israel Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 

http://nswas.org/rubrique1.html
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In the February 2009 Israeli elections for the 18th Knesset, three Arab political parties and 
13 Arab politicians were voted into the Knesset. [39]  

Hadash (Hebrew acronym for The Democratic Front for Peace and Equality; literally, "new")   
Hadash, is a left-wing party with roots in Israel's anti-Zionist 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǎǘ tŀǊǘȅΦ Lǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŀǎ ŀ άWŜǿƛǎƘ-!Ǌŀō ǇŀǊǘȅΦέ The main 
points of Hadash's platform include an Israeli withdrawal to pre-
1967 borders; a Palestinian state alongside Israel; the separation of 

ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜΤ Ŧǳƭƭ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ !Ǌŀō ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΤ ŀ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ ϦǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǘǳǊƴϦ ǘƻ 
Israeli territory; encouraging Israel to join the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT); and 
ƭƻōōȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΩ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΦ [40] 
 
Hadash Knesset Members: 

¶ Mohammad Barakeh (chairman)  
¶ Afou Agbaria   
¶ Dov Khenin  
¶ Hanna Swaid [41]  

Balad (National Democratic Assembly)  

Established in 1996, Balad advocates that Israel should not be a 
Jewish state, but rather a secular, democratic state. The party 
favors Israel's withdrawal from all remaining Palestinian territories 

and a two-state solution, in which a non-Jewish Israel, with Arab and Jewish residents, exists 
alongside a Palestinian state. [42] Balad demands that the Israeli government grant Arabs 
further autonomy in such areas as culture and education. [43]  
  

¶ Jamal Zahalka (chairman)  
¶ Said Naffaa   
¶ Hanin Zoabi [44]  

wŀΩŀƳ-¢ŀΩŀƭ  (United Arab List-Arab Movement for Renewal)  

  

Ra'am-¢ŀΩŀƭ ŜƴŘƻǊǎŜǎ ŀƴ ŜƴŘ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ 
occupation of the territories. It supports the creation of an 

independent Palestinian state, with East Jerusalem as its capital. The party calls for 
ŘƛǎƳŀƴǘƭƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ ǎŜǘǘƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Dƻƭŀƴ IŜƛƎƘǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƻƴƎ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ 
border with Lebanon - territory it contends belongs to Lebanon. [45]  
 
The party supports ǘƘŜ ǎŜǇŀǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ άǊƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǊŜǘǳǊƴέ ŦƻǊ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴ 
refugees and the dismantling of all nuclear weapons in the world, in particular Israel. [46] 
wŀΩŀƳ-¢ŀΩŀƭ Ŏŀƭƭǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭƛ !Ǌŀōǎ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƳƛƴƻǊƛǘȅΦ ώптϐ ¢Ƙe party 
believes that Israel should permit Islamic religious courts to perform judicial duties, 
especially among the Israeli-Arab Shia communities. In addition, the movement calls for an 
increase in the budget for subsidizing all holy places belonging to Muslims, Christians and 
Druze. [48] The party enjoys particular popularity among the Bedouin population. [49] 

http://www.hadash.org.il/
http://www.knesset.gov.il/mk/eng/mk_eng.asp?mk_individual_id_t=197
http://www.knesset.gov.il/mk/eng/mk_eng.asp?mk_individual_id_t=842
http://www.knesset.gov.il/mk/eng/mk_eng.asp?mk_individual_id_t=780
http://www.knesset.gov.il/mk/eng/mk_eng.asp?mk_individual_id_t=789
http://www.knesset.gov.il/mk/eng/mk_eng.asp?mk_individual_id_t=756
http://www.knesset.gov.il/mk/eng/mk_eng.asp?mk_individual_id_t=807
http://www.knesset.gov.il/mk/eng/mk_eng.asp?mk_individual_id_t=846
http://www.knesset.gov.il/faction/eng/FactionPageCurrent_eng.asp?PG=193
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Ra'am Ta'al Knesset Members: 

¶ Ibrahim Sarsur (chairman)  
¶ Talab El-Sana    
¶ Ahmad Tibi  
¶ Masud Ganaim [50]  

In addition, the following parties have Israeli-Arab members: 

Kadima 

¶ Majalli Whbee [51]  

Likud 

¶ Ayoob Kara [52]  

Yisrael Beiteinu 

¶ Hamad Amar [53]  

Arabs in Other Key Governmental Positions 

Arabs also hold key positions in other Israeli government sectors: 

¶ Diplomats:  
Á !ƭƛ ¸ŀƘȅŀΣ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŀƳōŀǎǎŀŘƻǊ ǘƻ DǊŜŜŎŜ  
Á Ismail Khaldi, deputy consul general of Israel in San Francisco  
Á Reda Mansour, consul general of Israel to the southeastern United 

States 

¶ Supreme Court Justice:  
Á Salim Joubran, appointed in 2004 [54]  

 

¶ Government service:  
Á Majalli Whbee, former deputy minister of foreign affairs  
Á Oscar Abu-Razek, director general of the Ministry of Interior, the 

most senior Arab in an Israeli government ministry when he was 
appointed in 2005 [55]  

Á wŀƭŜō aŀƧŀŘŜƭŜΣ ŀ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ [ŀōƻǊ ǇŀǊǘȅΣ ōŜŎŀƳŜ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ !Ǌŀō-Muslim Cabinet member in January 2007 
[56]  

¶ Israel Police:  
Á Jamal Hakrush was promoted to assistant commander by the 

National Police in December 2006, making him the highest-ranking 
Israeli-!Ǌŀō aǳǎƭƛƳ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ŦƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ώртϐ 

¶ Regional councils:  

http://www.knesset.gov.il/mk/eng/mk_eng.asp?mk_individual_id_t=800
http://www.knesset.gov.il/mk/eng/mk_eng.asp?mk_individual_id_t=13
http://www.knesset.gov.il/mk/eng/mk_eng.asp?mk_individual_id_t=208
http://www.knesset.gov.il/mk/eng/mk_eng.asp?mk_individual_id_t=844
http://www.knesset.gov.il/mk/eng/mk_eng.asp?mk_individual_id_t=727
http://www.knesset.gov.il/mk/eng/mk_eng.asp?mk_individual_id_t=230
http://www.knesset.gov.il/mk/eng/mk_eng.asp?mk_individual_id_t=837
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Á Mohammed Abu Dauf, a Bedouin, was elected in February 2008 to 
serve as deputy chairman of the Misgav Regional Council τ a first 
for this regional council in the Galilee region of northern Israel [58]  

 
Israeli Arabs in Popular Culture and Academia 
 
In addition to public service, Arabs have made inroads in other aspects of Israeli society, 
including sports, entertainment and journalism. For example: 

¶ Rana Raslan, a 21-year-old law firm employee, in 1999 became 
the first Arab to win a Miss Israel contest. [59] Raslan is from the 
northern port city of Haifa, known for its Arab-Jewish 
coexistence; [60]   

¶ Khaled Abu Toameh is one of the most noted journalists in the 
country, serving as the senior Palestinian affairs correspondent 
for The Jerusalem Post and U.S. News and World Report; [61]  

¶ In 2004, Bnei Sakhnin became the first Israeli-Arab soccer team 
ǘƻ ǿƛƴ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ {ǘŀǘŜ /ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ǉǳŀƭƛŦȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎǘƛƎƛƻǳǎ 
European Cup; [62] 

¶ Asala Shahada, 17, won a gold medal in the Maccabiah games τ 
a sports competition open to Jewish athletes around the world 
and to all Israeli citizens. After winning her medal, Shahada said, 
ά¢ƘŜ aŀŎŎŀōƛŀƘ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ WŜǿǎΣ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ 
the Israelis, and I am a prouŘ LǎǊŀŜƭƛΦέ ώсоϐ 

¶ Majd el-Haj, an Israeli-Arab sociology professor at Haifa University, was promoted to 
dean of research of the university in 2005. [64] Haifa University has a significant 
number of Arab students and faculty. [65]  

¶ Walid Abulafia, one of IsrŀŜƭΩǎ ǿŜŀƭǘƘƛŜǎǘ ƳŜƴΣ Ǌǳƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǊ !ōǳƭŀŦƛŀ ōŀƪŜǊȅΣ 
founded by his family more than 100 years ago. Abulafia and his family are currently 
venturing into the real estate and construction business. [66]  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 Rana Raslan,  
 Miss Israel 1999 
 BBC.co.uk 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/294051.stm
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Teaching Peace in Israeli Classrooms  

Education is a catalyst for change. Thus, it is critical to teach tolerance and reconciliation in 
order to end Palestinian terrorism and create a better future for both sides. [1] To this end, 
Israeli educators have made it a priority to emphasize tolerance, diversity and peace in the 
classroom. Israeli textbooks frame peace as an attainable goal and do not employ negative 
stereotypes in discussing Islam or the Arab world. Furthermore, in discussing controversial 
topics, Israeli textbooks strive for objectivity by exposing students to multiple viewpoints. 

The Israeli government is fully committed to the concept that a peace-oriented education is 
necessary for a sustainable peace. 

LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ {ȅǎǘŜƳ 

Israel has four separate school systems: state, religious, private and Arab/Druze. [2] 

¶ State schools supplement the core curriculum with courses in Judaism, Bible studies, 
cultures, history, citizenship and languages; 

¶ Religious schools emphasize Jewish religious duties and Bible studies; 

¶ Private schools focus on international studies;  

¶ Arab and Druze schools provide instruction in Arabic. They supplement the 
traditional curriculum with lessons about Islam and the Druze religion, as well as the 
history and culture of both peoples. 

Despite differences among the four systems, all children are taught core subjects, such as 
math and science, and are educated about the importance of democratic values, 
immigration and peace. [3] 

Government Programs 

Israeli society is diverse-- 76.4 percent Jewish, 16 percent Muslim; 1.7 percent Arab Christian 
and 1.6 percent Druze. [4] ¢ƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ 
a Department for Education for Democracy and Coexistence to train teachers to develop 
appropriate curricula to promote diversity. 

Israeli Textbooks: A Snapshot of Lessons in Israeli Classrooms 
 
The Center for Monitoring the Impact of Peace (CMIP), a non-profit and non-political 
organization that examines the content of school textbooks used in the Middle East, found 
that Israeli textbooks do not include calls for war or violence. On the contrary, Israeli 
textbooks frame peace as an attainable goal and emphasize the desire for peace to prevail. 

A study [5] of Israeli textbooks conducted by the Israel/Palestine Center for Research and 
Information found the following: 

¶ Israelis are taught a positive approach towards other cultures, including Palestinian 
culture; [6] 

http://www.theisraelproject.org/site/c.hsJPK0PIJpH/b.3002189/k.6246/Teaching_Peace_in_Israeli_Classrooms.htm#1
http://www.edume.org/
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¶ Israeli children are taught that Jews were treated with tolerance by Muslim leaders 
throughout the Middle Ages and the Ottoman Empire; [7] 

¶ Both Christianity and Islam are taught comprehensively and in an academic 
manner; [8] 

¶ Textbooks provide the Palestinian perspective of the events of 1948 and 1967; [9] 
¶ Examples and descriptions are given of Israeli Arabs who are employed as academics 

and doctors; [10] 
¶ Textbooks do not mention Jewish communities in early Palestine, thus 
ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƴƎ LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜ !Ǌŀō ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄƛǎǘŜŘ ǇǊƛƻǊ ǘƻ 
the establishment of the State of Israel; [11] 

¶ Dialogic exercises in sixth-grade workbooks teach students how to resolve debates 
that may arise between Israelis and Palestinians; [12] 

¶ Textbook debates of origins of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict include the question of 
borders; [13] 

¶ Critiques of Israeli policy during the 1967 and 1973 wars are included in 
textbooks; [14] 

¶ A factual depiction of Arab and Palestinian political policies is taught; [15] 
¶ Textbooks outline the Palestinian struggle as a national movement; [16] 
¶ Students learn about holy sites that hold religious significance specifically for 

Muslims 
as well as those that have religious significance for both Jews and Christians. [17] 

Examples of Israeli Textbooks Promoting Peace 

¶ Israeli texts use simulation games to help students understand different 
perspectives on an issue. For example, students are told to divide into groups 
representing Jewish and Palestinian journalists and to prepare a report examining 
ǘƘŜ мфпт ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎǳƭƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊǘƛǘƛƻƴ tƭŀƴΦ 
Students are then asked to discuss the differences between the reports of the 
Jewish and Palestinian journalists (sŜŜ YΦ ¢ŀōƛōƛŀƴΣ άWƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘ - The 
¢ǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ .ȅ 5ƛƴǘ ƻŦ CǊŜŜŘƻƳΣέ мфффΣ ǇΦ нфпύΦ 

¶ Israeli textbooks recognize the achievements of Arabs and Muslims. One text 
ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ !Ǌŀōǎ ŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΥ άΦΦΦǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ ǘƘe 
existence of infectious diseases. They were also the first to build public hospitals. 
Because of their considerable contribution to various scientific fields, there are 
ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ Řŀȅ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ !ǊŀōƛŎ ƴŀƳŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ŀƭƎŜōǊŀέ όάCǊƻm 
DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ±ƻƭΦ ōΣ мффпΣ ǇΦ ннлύΦ 

¶ Israeli textbooks explain the origins of Palestinian nationalism. For example, a 
ninth- ƎǊŀŘŜ ǘŜȄǘ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ άŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфолǎΣ !Ǌŀō ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎǘ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
evolved all over the Middle East. Many of the Arabs of Eretz Yisrael also began 
formulating a national consciousness τ in other words, the perception that they are 
ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǊƎŜǊ !Ǌŀō ƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎέ όά¢ƘŜ ¢ǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ 
Century - hƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ ¢ƻƳƻǊǊƻǿΣέ DǊŀŘŜ фΣ мфф9, p.44). 

¶ The Arab point of view is represented. For example, a history text notes how 
LǎǊŀŜƭΩǎ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ !ƴǿŀǊ {ŀŘŀǘΩǎ мфтм ǇŜŀŎŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ άǿƛǘƘ ǎŎƻǊƴ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 
the feeling of power and superiority that had taken hold of Israeli society following 
the Six Day War. After his proposal had been rejected and the political stalemate 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΣ {ŀŘŀǘ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ǿŀǊέ όYΦ ¢ŀōƛōƛŀƴΣ άWƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǘ - The 
¢ǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ .ȅ 5ƛƴǘ ƻŦ CǊŜŜŘƻƳΣέ мфффΣ ǇΦ омоύΦ 

¶ Israeli textbooks contain a plurality of views, including those that conflict with 
conventional research and are critical of Israeli policies. Controversial topics, such 
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as the disputed territories, the refugee issue and the status of Israeli Arabs, are 
covered from multiple viewpoints. For example, one book quotes a controversial 
revisionist ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ tŀƭŜǎǘƛƴƛŀƴǎ ƛƴ мфпт-1948 
more to the actions of Jewish forces than the instructions of the leaders of Arab 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ όάCǊƻƳ 9ȄƛƭŜ ǘƻ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴŎŜ - The History of the Jewish People in Recent 
DŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΣέ ±ƻƭ. 2, 1990, p. 312). 
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Problematic Aspects of the Palestinian School Curriculum  

A culture of hate persists under the leadership of Palestinian Authority (PA) President 
Mahmoud Abbas, despite promises to promote peace and end incitement that influence 
Palestinian children. Since Abbas was elected, Palestinian schools continue to teach from the 
same textbooks used under Arafat's administration. Consequently, the number of children 
that have been recruited to commit acts of terror increased in 2005 despite the democratic 
election of Abbas and cooperation between PA and Israeli police forces. 

According to the 1995 Oslo II Accords - Interim Agreement, Chapter 4, Article XXII that was 
signed September 28, 1995 in Washington, DC: [1] 

1. Israel and the Palestinian Authority shall seek to foster mutual understanding and 
tolerance and shall accordingly abstain from incitement, including hostile propaganda 
against each other and shall take necessary measures to prevent such incitement by any 
organizations, groups or individuals within their jurisdiction. 
2. Israel and the Palestinian Authority will ensure that their respective educational systems 
contribute to the peace between the Israeli and Palestinian peoples and to peace in the 
entire region, and will refrain from the introduction of any motifs that could adversely affect 
the process of reconciliation. 

A U.S. Congressional Research Service (CRS) Report states that education is "a key 
component in stabilizing post-conflict settings, noting that the establishment of a strong, 
civic-minded curriculum is often linked to tolerance, good citizenship, and mutual 
understanding." [2] 

As long as the curriculum in schools remains unchanged, Palestinian children will continue to 
view Israel as the enemy, impeding future reconciliation among the youth of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. The PA's youth need to be educated about the common history and the 
shared values of their Israeli neighbors, not instructed how to assemble an explosives belt. 
By contrast, Israeli students learn Arabic and about Islam, the importance of peace and the 
devastations of war. For peace and coexistence to be a reality in the Middle East, the 
younger generations of Israelis and Palestinians need to eradicate the culture of hate. 

PA Textbooks in 2005 

(Palestinian textbooks reviewed are those that were printed in 2004 for grades 5 and 10, and 
have not changed under Abbas, who was elected into power in November 2004) 

¶ PA textbooks lack any historical reference to Judaism's role among the ancient 
civilizations [3] or recognition of Jewish holy places. [4]  

¶ In 2004, versions of PA school textbooks for the first time refer to the book Protocols 
of the Elders of Zion, a falsified account of Jewish desire for world domination and 
utilized to promote and defend anti-Semitism. Zionism is described as a racist 
ideology that is based on "alleged" historical and religious to a Jewish 
homeland. [5] This text is used as a reference for Zionist history. 

¶ Israel is neither recognized nor mentioned in PA textbooks. Israel also does not 
appear on maps of the area. Instead, Israel is cited in quotation marks or the name 
Palestine is used instead. Books in Palestinian Christian private schools do, however, 
refer properly to Israel as an independent state. [6] 

¶ Israel is continuously referred to as the enemy and an oppressor. [7] 
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¶ Israel's security fence is termed racist and deemed as a means to annex land -- a 
barrier without any security justification. [8] 

¶ In Palestinian textbooks, Israel is referred to as Palestine and Palestine is portrayed 
as distinctly Arab. [9] 

¶ In descriptions of the 1948 war and the Palestinians that left their land, the PA 
describes all of them as refugees who were forced to leave, placing blame 
exclusively on Israel for their plight. In addition, historical accounts are void of 
Israelis that encouraged Palestinians to remain and of neighboring Arab leaders that 
persuaded them to leave. [10] 

¶ Jerusalem is depicted as solely an Arab city. There is no explanation of Jewish claims 
to the religious and historical significance of the city. [11] 

¶ Tolerance toward Israelis and the Jewish people is not taught in PA textbooks, 
although it is touched upon in Christian school textbooks. [12] 

¶ The Oslo Accords, a mutual peace declaration agreed upon by both Israel and the PA 
is taught as a historical incident of national struggle. Oslo is simply described as a 
period between the first and second intifadas. The concept of making peace with 
Israel is not broached in PA textbooks. Attitudes towards peace in 2004 textbooks 
are in some case worse than earlier editions. [13] 

¶ Jihad is described as a religious commandment and as a means to achieve political 
agendas. In the Koran, jihad is defined as a holy war against infidels. Jihad is an 
Islamic commitment, but terrorism is not. Examples of women as martyrs are 
included in children's textbooks. [14] Although the textbooks don't explicitly instruct 
children to carry out jihad, the way it is mentioned and the examples given imply 
approval of such acts. [15] 

¶ Martyrdom is taught as a national principle. One example teaches, "The martyr's 
rank is above all ranks." [16] An account of the first female martyr is given in PA 
fifth-grade textbooks. [17] According to the Israel/Palestine Center for Research and 
Information (IPCRI), "jihad is indirectly glorified." [18] 

¶ Terrorist acts are taught as positive actions. Although terror is not instructed to be 
directed against Israel, a martyr is described as one who is killed while conducting 
acts of terror and those who have been imprisoned are called prisoners of war. [19] 

¶ Zionism is continuously referred to in a derogatory manner. [20] 
¶ Terms such as "resisting" and "liberating" (two terms commonly associated with 

jihad) are defined as religious and national obligations. [21] 
¶ Israel's policies in the West Bank and Gaza are portrayed as negative and biased acts 

without explaining or citing the origins of those policies. [22] 
¶ Textbooks instruct children to resist the occupation. [23] 
¶ Israel is constantly referred to as the "Zionist State" and Jewish communities are 

termed "Zionist settlements." [24] 

The PA's Successful Manipulation of its Educational System to Create Terrorists 

¶ Since Abbas was elected to office, there has been a dramatic rise in the number of 
young boys recruited for suicide bombings. Most of them are recruited by Fatah's Al-
Aqsa Martyrs Brigades, specifically in the Nablus area. [25] 

¶ On December 5, 2005 the Palestinian daily Al-Hayat Al-Jadida published details of a 
new law approved by Abbas that rewards the families of terrorists who were killed 
or blew themselves up while committing acts of terror. According to Itamar Marcus 
and Barbara Crook of Palestinian Media Watch, the PA provides a $250 monthly 
allowance to the family of a shahid (martyr). If the shahid was married, the family 
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receives an additional $50 monthly; if the martyr had children, each child receive an 
additional $15 monthly; and each living parent receives an extra $25 monthly. [26] 

¶ In February 2005, a 15-year-old Palestinian was caught wearing an explosives belt at 
the Hawara checkpoint outside of Nablus. Two months later, another 15-year-old 
was caught carrying five pipe bombs and was arrested by the Israel Defense Forces 
as he attempted to cross the Hawara checkpoint. 

¶ The PA is aware that Hamas, a group listed as a U.S. Department of State foreign 
terrorist organization (FTO), organizes summer camps for children where they are 
taught to shoot weapons and inspired to become martyrs. [27]# 
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4ÒÁÎÓÃÒÉÐÔ ÏÆ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ "ÁÒÁË /ÂÁÍÁȭÓ 3ÐÅÅÃÈ ÉÎ 3ÄÅÒÏÔ )ÓÒÁÅÌ $ÕÒÉÎÇ the 
2009 U.S. Presidential Campaign 

¢ƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ǘǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘ ƻŦ {ŜƴŀǘƻǊ .ŀǊŀŎƪ hōŀƳŀΩǎ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ƛƴ {ŘŜǊƻǘΣ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ŀǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ 
by CQ Transcriptions, Inc. published in the New York Times July 23, 2008, 
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/23/us/politics/23text-
obama.html?_r=1&pagewanted=print  

OBAMA: ... today, Mahmoud Abbas and Prime Minister Fayad, when I was in Ramallah, 
earlier. 

The threats to Israel security begin in Sderot, but they don't end there. They include 
outrageous acts of terror like the attack we just saw yesterday in Jerusalem. Rearming 
Hezbollah in Lebanon and an Iranian regime that sponsors terrorism, pursues nuclear 
weapons and threatens Israel's existence. A nuclear Iran would pose a grave threat and the 
world must prevent Iran from obtaining a nuclear weapon. 

Today I had a series of productive discussions with many of Israel's key leaders about how to 
address the broad range of security threats that Israel faces and the broad threats that all of 
us face. I look forward to continuing these consultations with Prime Minister Olmert this 
evening, and I'm also looking forward to consulting closely with our European allies about 
Iran and other challenges in the days ahead. 

Now let me just close by saying that I bring to Sderot, an unshakeable commitment to 
Israel's security. The state of Israel faces determined enemies who seek its destruction. But 
it also has a friend and ally in the United States that will always stand by the people of Israel. 
That's why I'm proud to be here today and that's why I will work from the moment that I 
return to America, to tell the story of Sderot and to make sure that the good people who live 
here are enjoying a future of peace and security and hope. 

So with that, we're going to take questions, but I might -- before everybody starts raising 
hands, my understanding is this gentleman right here is going to actually call on people so 
that I don't get in trouble with any of you. I want all of you to like me so I'm going to -- he's 
going to be the bad guy. He's going to make the decision, we've got a limited amount of 
time. 

Why don't you go ahead. 

QUESTION: Senator Obama, you said in OPEC convention that the (INAUDIBLE) Jerusalem 
could continue to be the capital city. Then you changed it and clarified later on in the -- 
(INAUDIBLE) wonder. 

How could you be sure if your other statesmen, that you are going to be committed to the 
security and safety of Israel and you're not going to change it even when you're the 
President of the United States? 

OBAMA: First of all, I didn't change my statement. 

I continued to say that Jerusalem will be the capital of Israel. And I have said that before and 
I will say it again. And I also have said that it is important that we don't simply slice the city in 
half. But I've also said that that's a final status issue. That's an issue that has to be dealt with 

http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/23/us/politics/23text-obama.html?_r=1&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/07/23/us/politics/23text-obama.html?_r=1&pagewanted=print


40 
 

with the parties involved, the Palestinians and the Israelis. And it's not the job of the United 
States to dictate the form in which that will take, but rather to support the efforts that are 
being made right now to resolve these very difficult issues that have a long history. 

Now, in terms of knowing my commitments, you don't have to just look at my words, you 
can look at my deeds. Just this past week, we passed out of the U.S. Senate Banking 
Committee, which is my committee, a bill to call for divestment from Iran, as a way of 
ratcheting up the pressure to ensure that they don't obtain a nuclear weapon. 

When Israel invaded Lebanon, in response to the kidnapping of Israel's soldiers, I was one of 
the first people to state that Israel had an unequivocal right to defend itself and to rescue 
soldiers that had been captured. And that is what any country would do. On vote after vote I 
have demonstrated my support of the state of Israel. 

So, the way you know where somebody's going is where have they been. And I've been with 
Israel for many, many years now. What is also true is I believe it is strongly in the interests of 
Israel's security to arrive at a lasting peace with the Palestinian people. I don't think those 
positions are contradictory. I think they're complementary. You know, it is going to be hard 
for Israel over the long term and this is something that I think the vast majority of Israelis 
understand. That it's going to be hard to achieve true security if there's still hostile neighbors 
only a few miles away. 

But, what I think that Israel has to do is to make sure that that peace is not purchased at -- 
by putting Israel's security at risk. And it's the job of the United States I think, to make sure 
that that peace is centered and promotes Israel's long-term security. 

QUESTION: Senator, you told me yesterday that if you become president, you would tackle 
the issue of Middle East peace tight away. 

What fresh strategies would you bring and can you respond to the concerns of Israelis who 
feel that you might pressure them to make too many concessions? And again, what new 
strategies would you bring? 

OBAMA: Well, I think it's -- OK. Why don't you ask your buddies to speak up louder when 
they're asking the question. 

I'll repeat it. The question was, what fresh strategies could be brought to the Middle East 
peace process. And what was the second part of it? The concerns about it -- Israel's concerns 
about me pressuring them into concessions. 

Well, look. I don't think that Minister Livni or Minister Barak or (INAUDIBLE) or the others, 
President Perez, when they spoke to me today got any sense that I would be pressuring 
them to accept any kinds of concessions that would put their security at stake. 

We don't need a peace deal just to have a piece of paper that doesn't result in peace. We 
need something that's meaningful. And it's not going to be meaningful if Israel's security is 
not part of that package. And any American president, whether it's myself or John McCain, 
can rest assured that Israel won't be pressured into something that is going to put them at 
risk. Because they have an obligation to their people. 
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So, my job is to -- if I'm the president, my job and my team's job is not to dictate to either of 
the parties what this deal should be, but hopefully to be able to facilitate and promote a 
meaningful, realistic, pragmatic, concrete strategy for achieving these goals. And that's why I 
don't want to get too specific in response to your first question because I think it's important 
not to predetermine in some sense what the parties are going to agree to, but rather to just 
set up a process in which this can occur. 

I can tell you one thing that is very important, though, and that is a U.S. administration has 
to put its weight behind a process recognizing that it's not going to happen immediately. 
And that's why I can't -- I will not wait until a few years into my term or my second term if 
I'm elected, in order to get the process moving. I think we have a window right now that 
needs to be taken advantage of. I think you've got a set of moderate Palestinian leaders who 
are interested. I think the Israeli people are interested in moving this process along. But I 
also think there's a population on both sides that is becoming increasingly frustrated with 
the lack of progress. And where there's hopelessness and despair, that can often turn in a 
bad direction. 

And as I've noted in all the conversations I've had, Israel also has this enormous threat from 
Iran, which is connected to the situation between Hamas and Hezbollah and more moderate 
forces in the region. And so to the extent that we can solve this problem, it also helps us 
solve some of these larger problems that are not just questions of Israel's national security, 
but also the United States national security. 

QUESTION: In the name of the Israeli colleagues, welcome to Israel. 

BARACK: 

QUESTION: You have just justified Israel's alleged attack in Syria. 

Will you bear the same understanding should Israel act similarly towards Iran? 

OBAMA: Well, you know, my goal is to avoid the hypothetical by moving rapidly to mobilize 
the international community, to offer a series of big sticks and big carrots to the Iranian 
regime to stand down on nuclear weapons. We have to do it now. 

I don't want it to get started, should I become president. I want the Iranians to understand 
that they should take advantage of the shift in the Bush administration's approach where 
they sent one of our diplomats, William Burns, to the latest discussions with the European 
delegation. 

Iranians need to understand that whether it's the Bush administration or an Obama 
administration, that this is a paramount concern to the United States. And, I think there are 
opportunities for us to mobilize a much more serious regime of sanctions on Iran, but also to 
offer them the possibility of improved relations in the international community if they stand 
down on these nuclear weapons. 

What I have also said, though, is that I will take no options off the table in dealing with this 
potential Iranian threat. And understand part of my reasoning here. A nuclear Iran would be 
a game changing situation not just in the Middle East, but around the world. Whatever 
remains of our nuclear non-proliferation framework, I think would begin to disintegrate. You 
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would have countries in the Middle East who would see the potential need to also obtain 
nuclear weapons. 

Many of these countries, including Iran, have ties to terrorist organizations. Which means 
that suddenly you could have loose nuclear materials falling into the hands of terrorists. That 
is our single- most important threat both to Israel but also to the United States of America. 
And so this is something that we're going to spend a lot of time working on. 

QUESTION: In your first year as president, with president Ahmadinejad, without 
preconditions, is there anything you have heard today, in your discussions with Israeli 
leaders that has made you rethink that pledge? Or are you still standing by that? 

OBAMA: Dan, I think you have to take a look at what the question was in South Carolina and 
how I responded. 

The question is, would I meet with leaders without preconditions in pursuit... 

QUESTION: (OFF-MIKE) 

OBAMA: I understand. I understand. 

QUESTION: (OFF-MIKE) ... in your first year as president. 

OBAMA: But I think that what I said in response was that I would, at my time and choosing, 
be willing to meet with any leader if I thought it would promote the national security 
interests of the United States of America. 

And, Dan, that continues to be my position. That if I think that I can get a deal that is going 
to advance our cause, then I would consider that opportunity. 

But what I also said was that there is a difference between meeting without pre-conditions 
and meeting without preparation. You know, the specific context of your question let's say 
with respect to Iran, is a Bush administration policy, for example, that said, we will not 
involve ourselves in any diplomatic negotiations or even talks with the Iranians until they 
have made the decision to stand down on their nuclear weapons. Well, that presumably 
would be the topic of negotiations. And if we take that position, then it's not surprising that 
we might not make much progress on that front. 

My whole goal in terms of having tough, serious, direct diplomacy, is not because I'm naive 
of the nature of any of these regimes. I'm not. It is because if we show ourselves willing to 
talk and to offer carrots and sticks in order to deal with these pressing problems. And if Iran 
then rejects any overtures of that sort, it puts us in a stronger position to mobilize the 
international community to ratchet up the pressure on Iran. Our unwillingness to talk or the 
perception that we are trying to bully our way through negotiations, that's eliminated as an 
excuse for them not dealing with these issues in an appropriate way. And so you know, I 
think that it is very important for us to exhaust every possible avenue to solve this problem 
and to send the signal to the international community that this is a top priority. We are 
willing to extend ourselves and work hard to solve this problem. But what we're not willing 
to do is to permit a nuclear arms race in the Middle East. 

OK. 
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QUESTION: (OFF-MIKE). Mr. Obama (INAUDIBLE). 

Would you accept a situation like this in one of the American towns stuck in the states 
(INAUDIBLE)? 

Do you think Israel should negotiate with Hamas in Gaza? 

OBAMA: I don't think any country would find it acceptable to have missiles raining down on 
the heads of their citizens. 

The first job of any nation state is to protect its citizens. And so I can assure you that if -- I 
don't even care if I was a politician. If somebody was sending rockets into my house where 
my two daughters sleep at night, I'm going to do everything in my power to stop that. And I 
would expect Israelis to do the same thing. 

In terms of negotiations with Hamas, it is very hard to negotiate with a group that is not 
representative of a nation state, does not recognize your right to exist, has consistently used 
terror as a weapon, and is deeply influenced by other countries. I think that Hamas 
leadership will have to make a decision at some point as to whether it is a serious political 
party seeking to represent the aspirations of the Palestinian people. And, as a consequence, 
willing to recognize Israel's right to exist and renounce violence as a tool to achieve its aims. 
Or whether it wants to continue to operate as a terrorist organization. Until that point, it's 
hard for Israel, I think, to negotiate with a country that -- or with a group that doesn't 
recognize Israel's right to exist at a country -- OK. 

Thank you very much, everybody. I appreciate it. 

END 
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Footnotes for Israeli-Arab Peace Initiatives 
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