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Bio: Reuven Paz was born and grew up in Haifa, Israel, where he focused his academic education in Arabic language and literature, and Middle Eastern Studies, specializing on Islam and modern Islamic thought. Reuven Paz is fluent in written and spoken Arabic.

Paz served between 1971-1994 in the Israeli Security Service, dealing mainly with Palestinian, Arab, and Islamic issues. His most senior post was the head of the research department of the Israeli Security Service. 

Most of his studies, research, and field experience in the past 30 years focused on Islam, Islamic culture, Islamic radicalism, development of radical Islamic doctrines, and Palestinian society both in Israel, the Palestinian Territories, and all over the world. His research combines academic work with extensive field experience. 

Paz was a visiting fellow in the Dayan Center at Tel-Aviv University in 1998, and twice in 2000 and 2001 at The Washington Institute for Near East Policy in Washington, D.C. In 1989-1998 he lectured in the department of Middle Eastern Studies at Haifa University, about radical Islamic movements and Palestinian society. 

In 1997-2000 he was the academic director of the International Policy Institute for Counter-Terrorism (ICT) at the Interdisciplinary Center in Herzliya, Israel. 

In 2003 he founded the Project for the Research of Islamist Movements (PRISM – www.e-prism.org) in the GLORIA Center at the Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya, Israel, which he directs. PRISM focuses on research in the field of Islamic radical movements, ideology and global Jihad. In 2006, PRISM started a research project on Islam in Africa, and in 2007, a project focusing on Sufism and Jihad will begin. 

Paz has published dozens of articles in the field of Palestinian society and politics, and global radical Islam. He also gave 16 expert testimonies in U.S. courts in cases that involved terrorism. His forthcoming book is on “The Sense of the Jihadi Apocalypse: the Culture of Global Jihad.”

