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Thank you Frank for the introduction and thank you all for being here today and also those of us 

who are with us on a conference call. Yes, I support Divest Terror and I came at it from, as Frank

said, a very personal point of view.

And I think all Americans do. I would like to remind you - I'll put in some perspective.  None of

us will forget the images of 9/11 and what Lower Manhattan for instance looked like on that

morning and that day for months on end.

But what most people don't know is that Lower Manhattan looked far worse in reality than you

saw on your television screen. The twin towers had 44,000 windows.

The shattered glass and body parts all over West Street where the first responders arrived was a

horrific scene, something most people never saw. The first responders did see that.

I remember an interview with one of the FDNY captains who survived. He said he looked at the

faces of his men. They were visibly afraid at what they were seeing. They were also very much

put off and frightened by the sound and the sight of people jumping before the towers fell. And

he said that he wouldn’t have held it against any man for not wanting to go up in those towers.

And yet every man went - everyone.

That morning it wasn't just the first responders. It was virtually everyone in this country saying,

"What can I do, what can I do."  The next day iron workers showed up at the site with their

equipment, heavy equipment operators to clear out the massive destruction, but initially to find

victims.

Butit was very evident very early on that the victims were torn to pieces. There was nothing to

save. But the iron workers didn't leave that site for nine months - for nine months those guys 

stayed. Because that was how they answered the question, "What can I do?"

Volunteers from all over the country I could stand here for hours and hours telling you what

people did. And they did extraordinary things. One woman volunteering at Ground Zero called

her husband frantically. He was in a mid-town office and she saed, "My God, these guys – their

eyes are swollen shut. We need ice."

That businessman arranged the delivery of 20 tons of ice every day for 9 weeks and he also

raised the money to pay for it.  These are the things people don't know about.

What can we do? For five years Americans have been saying what can we do. And Divest Terror

is something that Americans can do and it is something that they want to do.

The question now for me is where is Wall Street? Where is Wall Street? Osama bin Laden and

Khalid Sheikh Mohammed said the World Trade Center was an economic target. Wall Street –

the financial district - was targeted. What is Wall Street doing now?

And so I think we have to be much smarter than our enemies. They are certainly smart about

how they can attack us.  They are using economic tools to hit us.

So we have to fight back with economic tools and Divest Terror is something that makes sense –

it is doable. And you'll hear from Sarah and others today to get into the details of that.

In closing I would just like to read something which is extremely personal to me and I've never

talked about this in public before. But it really fits in with what we're talking about.

As you might recall there was some concern, you know, the stock market never opened that day

on September 11 and it didn't open again until the following Monday.

There was great concern about whether or not it would crash or whether it would fall so

precipitously that it would just take months and months to recover. Would we ever really be able

to recover?

I sat in my house watching the carnage on my television, learning that my brother was gone. 
And I saw a letter on my desk. That actually was the last letter that he ever wrote to me.

It was the letter that he sent to all of the siblings because our mother had just died nine months

ago and he was the executor of the estate. And he had sent us each our share essentially of our

parents' estate and this very thoughtful letter reflecting on our parents' lives and our lives with

them.

And I'll read you just this excerpt. This is how he closed the letter. He said, "Each time I go

flying I'm grateful for the sacrifices they made" -- our parents -- "to allow me to pursue my

dream.

Even more so than when they were alive I am conscious of the type of person they expect me to

be and how much they gave us. Put this money to good use and remember it is a gift from mom

and dad. Love, Chic."

Well, I took that check in anticipation of the stock market opening that Monday. And I called up

a broker. I didn't have one but I found one. And I said put every cent of this - every last cent of

this in the stock market.

I thought it was the most patriotic thing I could do from far away. I subsequently learned that

that fund, like virtually all funds, does not screen for terror.

And I cannot tell you how sick that makes me feel. That was my parents' life savings - their life

savings. They were modest people. They were middle class modest people.

And so it disturbed me greatly that we can't - that Wall Street can't screen these particular funds

and help protect America and really the rest of the world. It's the world that we're fighting for

here.

And I'm sure that police and firefighters who gave so much and who continue to give so much

would feel exactly the way I do. In fact we know the ones that have found out have been

outraged.

So I'm calling upon my fellow Americans to please call your brokers, call your mutual fund

managers, call the pension fund managers and tell them you do not want your money being

invested in terror.

Thank you.

